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NATI LINK

NGA KORERO A TE KAIHAUTU

Tena tatau nga uri o Porourangi. 
Tena hoki tatau i wo tatau tini aitua e
whakangaro atu nei ki te po.
Tatau kei muri nei tena koutou, otira, tena
tatau katoa.

I want to start off my last korero for the year
by giving a big mihi to our communities on the
Coast. Not only did they have to deal with
Omicron, but also extreme flooding. I would
like to also thank the Hapu Leads and our
Runanganui kaimahi and board, for supporting
the whanau in our communities during these
disruptive events, to ensure they were well
and looked after. There may be further
challenging times ahead, but our resilience
and strength as an Iwi comes from the aroha
that we show one another. 
Looking ahead to 2023, I am excited about the
big-ticket items our board and kaimahi on the
ground will be working on. I gave a brief over-
view at our recent Hui a Tau in Ruatoria ( if
you missed the AGM you can watch a replay
here), but over the next few months I will
share more details.

Some of these kaupapa include looking into
the creation of an indigenous trail from
Potaka ki te Toka a Taiau, and food and fibre
opportunities for Maori landowners, to help
grow the Coast economy. Housing our
whanau is another big kaupapa. Next year we
will be providing $100k infrastructure grants
to help whanau build their own homes on
their own whenua, and we expect work on a
48-unit housing development in Kaiti,
Gisborne to be completed. 
In the more immediate future though, I’m
also excited about the first two events of the
Nati Calendar for 2023: Hikurangi Dawn
Ceremony (Jan 1) and Pa Wars (Jan 3). Earlier
this year both events were cancelled due to
COVID safety precautions. But now our Nati
borders are opened up, we say, “Tomo mai
Ngati Porou! Nau mai hoki mai ki te wa
kainga!” For those who can make the journey
up our majestic mountain for the Dawn
Ceremony, the early start and the long drive
will be worth it to experience the first rays of
Tama-nui-te Ra. If you want to attend
though, make sure you register by Friday 30
December, and that your waka is a 4WD with
plenty of tread to make it up the steep farm
track. 
I’m looking forward to Pa Wars to see our
fierce Nati competitive spirit in action! The
call has already gone out to our marae to
start gathering their troops, and there’s
something for everyone to test their brawn
or brain-power (as well as make money for
your marae by getting good placings in your
event). In 2021, Te Ariruru marae were the Pa
Wars champions. I wonder who it will be this
time? 

If you can’t come home over Christmas and
New Years, not to worry. The pohutukawa will
still be blooming and the kinas will still be fat
when one day you do return. 
Where ever you live in the world, I wish all
Ngati Porou a safe and happy holiday. 

Meri Kirihimete me nga mihi nui mo te Tau
Hou. 
George Reedy Kaihautu (Chief Executive)
Ngati Porou Oranga

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"Ngati Porou, Tomo mai tatau" - Whai Bishop, Karma Mauheni, Teagan Tawera and Casey Dewes at the opening of Te Kahukura Park, Tikitiki.

https://ngatiporou.com/article/join-us-agm-2022-livestream
https://ngatiporou.com/article/hikurangi-dawn-ceremony-2023
https://www.facebook.com/Ngatiporoupawars/


COUNT US IN: IWI LED CENSUS 2023 

Contact the Tairawhiti Census 2023 team here:
https://censusgisborne.org/index.php/contact/

How many Natis are there? Where do we live? The answers to these questions will be sought
at the upcoming Census 2023 on Tuesday 7 March.   
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and Te Runanga o Turanganui a Kiwa have partnered with Stats
NZ to lead the collection of Census information within the Tairawhiti rohe. The last Census was
held in 2018, but the government recognised Maori interests were not served well by a poorly
executed Census collection. The overall Maori response rate was as low as 80% and even lower
in areas like the Coast. Census 2023 will be different in that teams of our own people will be
hitting the road, knocking on doors and checking in to see if you need help to fill out your
survey. 
Completing the Census is important because your Census form will help to create an accurate
picture of the realities of living in our region.  Census data is used to make decisions about the
planning, funding and delivery of our local health and welfare services and impacts economic
and cultural investment in our rohe. Without this information, Runanga, Central and Local
Government, organisations, businesses and community groups will have an inaccurate picture
of where investment, services and support need to go.  
Stats NZ estimated 92,349 people affiliated to Ngati Porou nation-wide in 2018. Five years later,
could this number be much higher in 2023? 
Please complete your form to help us find out! 
·Census papers will be delivered to mailboxes from February 2023 onwards, but you have a
choice to complete your Census online or on the paper form. 
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W H A K A N U I A  T E  M A I O H A  A  T E  R A N G I T A W A E A
H O K I  M A I  K I  T E  K A E N G A

For Maunga tours and hut bookings please head to www.maungahikurangi.com

For Dawn Ceremony 2023 please head to www.ngatiporou.com

Registrations for the Dawn Ceremony 2023 close 12noon on Friday 30 December. No
late registrations will be accepted.
Participation will be limited to the drivers and passengers of the first fifty registered
4WD vehicles. Your 4WD must have All Terrain or Mud Grip tyres with plenty of
tread.

Hikurangi Maunga is officially reopened to the public from December 2022 to the end of
January 2023.

Or email info@maungahikurangi.com

Or email Dawnceremony@tronp.org.nz

.

It’s official, Pa Wars has been
confirmed for 2023.  Same date,
same place!  Tuesday 3rd January
2023.  Ngata Memorial College,
Ruatoria
Marae packs have already been
sent out to Marae for registrations.  
Start gathering your troops for a
day full of fun, laughter and some
friendly competition!

Follow our page to keep up to date!
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planning, funding and delivery of our local health and welfare services and impacts economic
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Government, organisations, businesses and community groups will have an inaccurate picture
of where investment, services and support need to go.  
Stats NZ estimated 92,349 people affiliated to Ngati Porou nation-wide in 2018. Five years later,
could this number be much higher in 2023? 
Please complete your form to help us find out! 
·Census papers will be delivered to mailboxes from February 2023 onwards, but you have a
choice to complete your Census online or on the paper form. 
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https://censusgisborne.org/index.php/about-us/?fbclid=IwAR08UfobCaoMZeMXJjacX6gYdzfrx6Hs8oeC-FWyenJTI4tNNkIcvx0fh8s
https://censusgisborne.org/index.php/about-us/
https://ngatiporou.com/article/hikurangi-dawn-ceremony-2023
https://ngatiporou.com/nati-news/nati-publications/ripoata-tau-2022
http://www.maungahikurangi.com/?fbclid=IwAR2bJQJzfqidpFQkHCGHoswXaKFS8EEWAdH58K_pWTIqnDrZuRNbDk2peeI
https://www.facebook.com/Ngatiporoupawars
https://ngatiporou.com/nati-news/nati-publications/ripoata-tau-2022
https://ngatiporou.com/nati-news/nati-publications/ripoata-tau-2022
https://censusgisborne.org/index.php/about-us/?fbclid=IwAR08UfobCaoMZeMXJjacX6gYdzfrx6Hs8oeC-FWyenJTI4tNNkIcvx0fh8s
https://censusgisborne.org/index.php/about-us/


NGATI POROU WHANAU ORANGA WALK-THROUGH

In October 2022, we established our new entity,
Ngati Porou Oranga, which brings together our
health, housing and social services divisions
under one organisation. Instead of operating in
silos, the kaimahi of our iwi health provider,
Ngati Porou Hauora, and the kaimahi of our
iwi social services and housing provider,
Whanau Oranga, will unite and stand together
as one Ngati Porou Oranga whanau.

Ngati Porou Whanau Oranga recently ran a
two-day event at Whangara Marae to show
the iwi and their stakeholders what they do.
Min Vette general manager of Whanau
Oranga said the walk-through was the
perfect opportunity to exhibit their whanau
services and social sector support work.
“We sent out the reo karanga to haramai,
come sit and talk, collect information,
understand what we do, and strengthen the
whanaungatanga between us.”
Ngati Porou Whanau Oranga provides
support to whanau through Tuhono Whanau
Family Start, Social Workers in Schools,
Truancy services, Te Pae Oranga, Youth
Services, Whangaia Family Harm support, a
new Awhi Whanau role (working with
whanau for whom a ‘report of concern’ to
Oranga Tamariki has been made), along with
strengthening  Restorative Justice and
prisoner reintegration support, and a new
Iwi-led Bail Service.

To find out more or to connect to Ngati
Porou Whanau Oranga call free 0800
676768.

 Care Services includes the establishment of
Te Ara Kainga (Ngati Porou Model of Care),
Kaitiaki Mokopuna support, and complex
support for Rangatahi
“Whanau Oranga is committed to providing
high quality support responses to whanau and
tamariki who need assistance to reach their
potential and achieve their mana motuhake”,
Min said. 
Whakapapa and whakawhanaungatanga are
part of the approach they are taking with all
whanau who access support.
 “The relevance of what we do and how we do
it is fundamentally underpinned by our
Runanganui Vision "Mana Motuhake o Ngati
Porou whanau" We are mana enhancing and
listening to the voice of whanau as we help
them to navigate to safer and more positive
spaces in any situation. Their Rangatiratanga
needs to be shining at the end of their
experience with us”, Min said.
Over the two days around 200 manuhiri
received a pohiri by Ngati Porou Oranga
kaimahi followed by korero, kai and even
included live entertainment from Waiapu
musician Kev Rangihuna.
One attendee said, “The opportunity to see
and meet all the different kaimahi and learn
what they do and how they do it was beautiful
and made me very hopeful for the future of
Tairawhiti and Ngati Porou.” 

"Haere mai, haere mai" - Ngati Porou Oranga kaimahi welcome manuhiri on to Whangara Marae for the Whanau Oranga walk-through.
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NGATI POROU AND GISBORNE DISTRICT COUNCIL PROGRESSING
THE CO-DEVELOPMENT OF WAIAPU CATCHMENT PLAN

Give effect to Te Mana o te Wai and the Ngati Porou Joint
Management Agreement;
Ensure the mauri and values of waterways are recognised, protected
and enhanced;
Align with Ngati Porou and community values and aspirations;
Ensure residents and stakeholders have opportunities to inform how
water will be managed; and
Provide clear direction for sustainable management of freshwater in
the catchment.

To recognise the enduring relationship of Ngati Porou to Wai and
particularly the Waiapu Catchment, Gisborne District Council and Te
Runanganui o Ngati Porou (on behalf of nga hapu o Ngati Porou)
entered into a Joint Management Agreement (JMA) in 2015. The JMA
enables joint decision making on notified resource consents and
planning documents and the co-development of the Waiapu Catchment
Plan.

Gisborne District Council and Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou are
currently working together to develop a catchment plan with input from
the community and Ngati Porou whanau and hapu. This collaboration is
key to ensuring matauranga Ngati Porou is central to the process of
understanding and managing freshwater and other natural resources in
the catchment. 

What is a Catchment Plan?
In the case of the Waiapu Catchment Plan, it provides Gisborne District
Council and Ngati Porou a vehicle to jointly articulate our vision and
ideas about how to manage freshwater and other natural resources. The
Waiapu Catchment Plan will incorporate Matauranga Ngati Porou and
western science to ensure integrated management of freshwater and
other resources from the mountains to the sea.

Co-development means that Gisborne District Council and Te
Runanganui o Ngati Porou will share the actual writing of the plan. This
is unique to Waiapu Catchment Plan as enabled by the JMA.

Development of the Waiapu Catchment Plan will:

Essentially the plan will cover how people interact with the awa, how
they use it and protect it. This means it is imperative, as kaitiaki and ahi
kaa that the whanau of the Waiapu are part of how this is designed.

What have we done to date?
We have established a technical team to work with Gisborne District
Council to work through the statutory requirements of the Catchment
Plan and identify opportunities to incorporate Matauranga Ngati Porou.
This group is informed by a hapu technical group consisting of
representatives of the Rohenga Tipuna within the Waiapu Catchment.
The hapu technical group will guide Gisborne District Council and Te
Runanganui o Ngati Porou on how to engage with whanau and hapu
within the Waiapu Catchment. This will include additional wananga run
by Ngati Porou.

Where to from here?
The Waiapu Catchment Plan Background Document outlines
background and key technical information to support the development
of the Waiapu Catchment Plan. The document provides a starting point
for shared understanding of the Waiapu catchment and a context to
discussions on the setting of future freshwater objectives and
associated limits.
The technical team has been summarising feedback from engagement
on this kaupapa to date and provided updates at Community hui held in
Tikitiki and Ruatoria in early December.  Further information and
updates can also be found on the GDC website.
Please contact Kate Walker at KEWalker@tronp.org.nz for any enquiries.

“Ko te mana ko te hauora o te whenua, ko te hauora o nga awa, ko te hauora o te
iwi - (Healthy land, healthy rivers, healthy people)”

3  W A T E R S  B I L L  P R O V I D E S  O P P O R T U N I T Y
F O R  W H A N A U ,  H A P U  A N D  I W I

The Water Services Bill passed into law
yesterday providing an improved
framework for providing healthier
drinking water, culturally appropriate
wastewater management and a platform
for the investment needed to achieve
these aspirations.
Selwyn Parata, Chair of Te Runanganui o
Ngati Porou, stated, “we recognise the
intent of the reform, and are focused on
ensuring that Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Te
Mana o te Wai are implemented in a
manner which opens the door for improved
participation in this sector for our people,
as leaders, as kaitiaki, as customers and as
providers in the new structures”.

Decades of underinvestment, particularly
in infrastructure that supply Maori
communities is a key issue as well as the
legacy of three waters assets on lands that
were confiscated and are of cultural
importance to our whanau with many
discharges continuing to go into
waterways. Particularly, for our whanau on
the East Coast, our infrastructure needs
face significant under investment, exposing
our vulnerability to climate change, and
requiring bespoke solutions for those of
Ngati Porou who live off the municipal
supply.

It is envisaged that this reform will provide
a platform to transform the way we manage
this space, as long as whanau, hapu and iwi
are driving solutions and implementation.
Mr Parata also noted, “we recognise the
sensitivity of this programme to New
Zealanders, but we acknowledge the
leadership of Minister Mahuta, in the face
of an onslaught of racism and misogyny, to
hold the line to provide clean, safe drinking
water to all of our communities, her service
in this space will enable intergenerational
positive impacts for our wai”.

 

https://www.gdc.govt.nz/environment/our-rivers/catchment-plans/waiapu-catchment-plan
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NGATI POROU CELEBRATE COVID RESPONSE
Ngati Porou communities from Wharekahika to the Waiapu valley
and across to Waipiro Bay, Tokomaru Akau and Uawa have been
holding whanau events to celebrate the massive and amazing mahi
their hapori has done to respond to Covid-19.
The events were generously funded by Karawhiua and supported by
Ngati Porou Oranga (Ngati Porou Hauora and Te Runanganui o Ngati
Porou).
Thank you to our hapu leads, ninjas, Tuarai and warriors for keeping so
many of our vulnerable whanau safe through the COVID-19 pandemic.


