
SUBSCRIBERS ONLY

October 2009 Issue 31

EAS
T-COAST-RUGBYUNIONEAS
T-COAST-RUGBYUNION

      ISSN 1177-2735

Mental Health Manager 
appointed
New Staff at Uawa CHC

Te Rangitawaea Festival
Translation of Nga Tama Toa

Nga Morehu Reunion
Heartland Championship

Daffodil Dedication Day
A great success!

NGATI  POROU  HAUORA

Hip hop artist J Williams made a guest appearance at this years Festival. Rerekohu student  
and Tiwi Nati web reporter Annalise Herewini interviewed J for the  festival’s news webcast. 
– photo courtesy Te Runanga o Ngati Porou

Te Rangitawaea Festival Reaches Five 
Year Milestone

A Coastie style spaghetti western and 
an appearance by a rising hip hop superstar 
were among some of the highlights of the 
2009 Te Rangitawaea Festival  held in 
Ruatoria recently. The annual event now 
in it’s 5th  year celebrates the unique ICT 
( Information Communication Technology) 
skills of Ngati Porou East Coast students 
and was open to the community.  
 
The theme for this years festival was  
‘Nga Pakiwaitara o Ngati Porou’ (The 
oral traditions and stories of Ngati Porou). 
Films, animations and other forms of digital 
media  produced by students reflected  
the rich history of Ngati Porou while also  
demonstrating creativity and innovation 
across a range of technologies. 

Ngata Memorial College hosted the 

festival’s day time programme which 
included interactive technological exhibits 
by the region’s schools. Some of the expo 
sites invited participants to peer view  
through a digital microscope, get their 
photo taken, or learn about the benefits of 
interactive white boards, blogs and wiki’s 
within the classroom. 

Two tech themed competitions  were 
also held at the College. The ICT Team 
Challenge tested students’ skills and 
abilities as they competed against the 
clock to create a multi-media promotional 
campaign for a new radio or TV station. 
While at the same time competitors vied 
to become the overall champions of the 
recently introduced Guitar Hero Gaming 
Challenge. 
 Continues page 6...



Nga Kohinga o Ngati Porou - Bi Monthly Magazine
To make comment on the contents of this magazine or to subscribe please contact the multi-media unit at 

Radio Ngati Porou; Phone (06) 8648020 or email webmaster@radiongatiporou.co.nz

Chairmans mihi - Te Runanga o Ngati Porou

Ngati  Porou tena tatau.  E nga whanau kua pakia nei e te ringa kaha 
o aitua, tenei te mihi me te tangi atu mo nga mate e whakarere nei i 
a tatau i nga ra kua pahure ake nei.  Ma Te Atua koutou, a, tatau hoki 
e tauawhi ki a pakari ai tatau, ahakoa nga mamae e whakataumaha 
nei i tena, i tena puta noa.
Ko aku mihi tuatahi ki a Amohaere Houkamau, te Kaiwhakahaere 
o Te Runanga mo wana mahi huhua I tau i wa ko ia i te kei o Te 
Waka.  He tino pukahu rawa atu nga mahi i oti i a ia, a, tae atu hoki ki 
te whakapuare nga tatau hei tomokanga atu ki a taea ai wetahi atu 
ahuatanga mo te iwi.  Na reira e te tamahine e Amo, kanui nga mihi 
me nga whakamoemiti mo nga mahi.
Tuarua me tuku hoki waku mihi ki te Kaihautu hou ki a Dr Monty 
Soutar kua whakauru mai nei ki Te Runanga.  Kua timata te puawai 
o ana mahi mo Te Runanga hei painga mo te iwi whanui.  Kua 
whakamahia hoki wana tohungatanga i taraitia mai e tana whanau 
/ hapu, a me nga wharewananga mai I Massey University me wera 
atu.  Na reira Monty he kupu whakatau tenei ki a koe.
TRONP has a new CEO in Dr Monty Soutar who came to us from 
the Tairawhiti Museum and previous to that, from Massey University 
where he was a Senior Lecturer.  He takes over from our previous 
CEO Amohaere Houkamau who in her time gave much to the growth 
and development of TRONP and Ngati Porou.  
The establishment of TRONP back in August 1995 as an Interim 
Trust Board and it’s constitution as a Maori Trust Board, in 1987 has 
been great for the tribe because without TRONP we would have had 
organizations and structures that now serves our people.
I am in the throes of documenting the achievements of TRONP 
since 1985 to now based on minutes of meetings with Ministers, 
Crown Agencies, Ngati Porou etc.  These are very interesting 
documents.  Of immense interest also are the names of those who 
formed the Working Party that led to the setting up of TRONP, the 
names of former Trustees and staff employees over these years.  All 
came from hapu from Potikirua to Te Toka a Taiau, and all declared 
themselves as Ngati Porou.
The result of TRONP’s efforts over the past two decades has seen 
the establishment of the following which are recorded in documents/
minutes in hand.

a)  Radio Ngati Porou of whom TRONP is the License 
Holder

b) Ngati Porou Hauora

c) Ngati Porou Whanui Forests Ltd

d) Return of Mt Hikurangi

e) Purchase of Pakihiroa and Puanga Farms

f) Tuhono Whanau

g) Ngati Porou Fisheries and associate groups

h) Assisting in the setting up of small businesses through 
MANA loans

i) Te Rangitawaea Festival

j) Sponsorships to individuals and Ngati Porou Rugby

k) Annual Marae grants to all marae whether they support 
TRONP or not

l) Nga Takutai Moana o nga whanau / hapu o Ngati Porou 
and many more initiatives

These Ngati Porou organizations now provide employment for our 
people.  No other organization or group in Ngati Porou has provided 
these opportunities for the tribe.
Within the forthcoming two years at least, there will be more additions 
with benefits that will come to Ngati Porou.
We have a strong team of committed workers on staff, and through 
their efforts positive things will ensue for the tribe.
We have a strong team on our Negotiation Group, Te Haeata as in 
these people:

1 Rob Mc Leod - an Accountant and Commercial Lawyer, 
who is the CE for Ernst & Young

2 Teepa Wawatai - who expertise lies in Technology and 
Business.  He was previous manager of IBM 

3 Whaimutu Dewes - a Lawyer and Business man and a 
graduate also from Yale University in America

4 Matanuku Mahuika, Commercial and Treaty Lawyer 
with his own Law Firm where he is a Partner with his 
collegue Jamie Ferguson 

5 James Johnston, Lawyer, partner and Chairman of 
Rainey Collins Law Firm in Wellington

6 Jock Walker - whose expertise and qualifications are in 
the field of librarianship and has been great 

7 Professor Linda Smith – Pro Vice Chancellor, Waikato 
University

8 Rei Kohere – whose qualifications are in history (general 
and Ngati Porou) and whose previous employment has 
been with TRONP and NZ Historic Places Trust where 
he is still engaged as a consultant

9 Ned Ihaka – a former Director of Maori Affairs, Gisborne 
and a former Secretary of TRONP

10 Herewini Te Koha who has held positions with many 
organizations such as Office of Treaty Settlements and 
is now head of his own business

11 Finally, Dr Monty Soutar, Herewini Parata and myself

Much has been achieved and more to come. Kia ora 
A T Mahuika
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Almost one year after  Nga Tamatoa : The Price of 
Citizenship was published, the next stage of the book’s 
significant journey is about to occur. 
Nga Tamatoa, a historical narrative about the contribution 
members of the C Company 28 Maori Battalion made during 
World War 2, was launched at Te Poho o Rawiri marae last 
Labour Weekend. This week members of Nga Taonga a 
Nga Tama Toa Trust, who are the copyright holders of the 
landmark publication, met in Gisborne to discuss translating 
the book into Te Reo Maori. Experts in Te Reo Maori from the 
iwi that formed C Company were also invited to the hui.
Representatives from Te Runanga o Ngati Porou also 
attended.  It was the Runanga who initiated the project 
under the organisation’s Te Reo Ake o Ngati Porou resource 
strategy. 
The book’s main author and also CEO of Te Runanga o Ngati 
Porou  Dr. Monty Soutar said, “We need to assist the growth 

Translation of  Nga Tamatoa  To  Begin. 

of the Maori language.  We have chosen to rewrite 
several books in the dialect of this region for our kura 
kaupapa Maori.  More importantly, we are going to film 
the discussions that take place at future meetings so 
that second language learners, teachers and students 
can view these on-line.”
In a months time the group will meet again and 
analyse the translations of the first two chapters.  Dr. 
Apirana Mahuika and Dr. Koro Dewes are two of the 
recognized authorities who will be doing the writing. 
Also contributing to the translations are Dr. Tamati 
Reedy and Tilly Reedy. This hui will be streamed live on 
the Runanga’s website. All meetings will be conducted 
in the Maori language.
“The debates about word differences and dialect will 
be of immense value to those who are interested in the 
language.” said Dr. Soutar.  

Back Row L-R: Bill and Mana Maxwell with Te Runanga o Ngati Porou Chairman Dr Apirana  Mahuika 
Front Row: Turuhira Tatare, Nolan Raihania, Dr. Koro Dewes, Tautini Glover QSM, Sir Henare Ngata and Keita Walker.

HUI - A - TAU

SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2009

10.00AM

VENUE: HIRUHARAMA MARAE



James Johnston is a Partner with Rainey Collins Lawyers.  He 
invites comments and feedback to jjohnston@raineycollins.co.nz 
or PO Box 689, Wellington, by telephone on 0800 RCW LAW.   For 
further articles of interest across a wide range of legal subjects 
please visit www.raineycollins.co.nz.

Rainey Collins is based in Wellington, looking after the needs of 
private clients, businesses, and a wide range of organisations, 
across the whole of New Zealand.

James Johnston

Recently an employer was ordered to pay $6,000 
to an employee in compensation after the employee 
raised a claim of unjustified disadvantage through their 
employer failing to provide a safe workplace. Regular 
Nga Kohinga contributor and lawyer James Johnston 
explains the employee took extended periods of time 
off work due to stress and anxiety. The employee 
claimed that the employer was well aware of the 
conflict between the staff members and failed to take 
reasonable steps to prevent it.

This was a costly exercise for the employer and a 
situation that could have been avoided if steps were 
taken to eliminate the conflict in the workplace.

It is quite common for conflict to arise between 
colleagues in the workplace. In our experience there 
aren’t many workplaces that don’t experience some 
type of conflict or workplace bullying. 

From an employer’s perspective workplace conflict 
can be quite costly and their business or organisation 
may experience one or many of the following: 

• High staff turn over;

• Abused or overused sick leave;

• Downtime and or lack of productivity in the 
workplace.

Often the employer or manager acts as a mediator or 
go between which can also be costly for the employer 
in terms of wasting time that could otherwise be put to 
good use. 

From an employee’s perspective conflict at work can 
mean:

• Sleepless nights worrying about work;

• Lack of productivity due to stress:

• Their mind not being on the job at hand;

• Health problems;

• Emotional stress;

• Resigning from a job they otherwise enjoy

Due to the nature of the problem it can go undetected 
and therefore is not easily resolved. 

While this type of problem is not specifically covered in 
legislation it can be seen as a health and safety issue 
if serious enough. If the problem is more one sided 
(i.e one person being bullied) it can fit into workplace 
bullying and becomes the employer’s obligation to 

Employer ordered to pay $6,000 for not sorting out 
conflict between employees

put right. However, if it is two way conflict between 
colleagues, it is best dealt with by the employer acting 
as a mediator. This way he or she can hear both sides 
of the story and take appropriate action. 

If it becomes a performance or disciplinary problem 
then the correct action should be taken. It is crucial 
to follow the processes (found on our website www.
raineycollins.co.nz) However, it may simply be that 
airing problems and clarifying roles can help eliminate 
the conflict. 

A useful idea is for the employer to have what’s known 
as an “open door policy” encouraging any employee 
to feel comfortable and more at ease raising this type 
of concern with their employer or manager (it could 
also help in reducing unnecessary sick leave). The 
employer could also implement a harassment policy 
which includes a complaints procedure. 
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Ngāti Porou whānau are paving the way for a new kind 
of early childhood education in Kaiti. Te Puna Reo o Puhi 
Kaiti opened in July on the corner of Belfast Crescent and 
Cambridge Terrace and provides a high quality immersion 
Māori learning environment for pre-school tamariki and their 
whānau. 

Tarsh Koia (Te Aitanga a Mate, Te Whānau a Ta Puhi) has 
been working toward opening the Puna Reo for the last three 
years and says Puna Reo are similar to Kohanga Reo in 
that they are run by a committee of whānau, only speak Te 
Reo Māori during operating hours, encourage whānau to 
speak Māori at home and uphold tikanga in all aspects of the 
mahi. Essentially it is about the regeneration of Te Reo and 
restoration of a healthy and positive cultural identity. Two of 
the key differences with most Kohanga Reo are that Puna 
Reo have a direct funding relationship with the Ministry of 
Education and in addition to ‘native speaking’ nannies they 
also employ registered teachers who have the Reo. 

“Ko to tatau nei tino kaupapa ko te orangatanga o te 
reo me nga tikanga ake o Ngati Porou”
The philosophy of Puna Reo is about the support and 
development of the whole whānau. Whānau members who 
are not yet proficient in Te Reo Māori have opportunities to 
learn alongside their children and Te Ataarangi classes are 
provided in the evenings. Tarsh sees Kaupapa Māori early 
childhood education as not just about ‘receiving’ an education 
but rather whānau participating fully and contributing to the 
growth of the Māori community at whānau, hapu and iwi 
levels.

“Puna Reo are another option for whānau who are 
interested in making sure their children have Te Reo as 
their first language and high quality early childhood care and 
education” says Ms Koia who has a background in teaching 
and has two young tamariki of her own. 

For more information contact the Puna Reo on (06) 8688182 or 
visit: www.punareo.Māori.nz

Te Puna Reo o Puhi Kaiti provides another pre-school option for whanau
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Popular R & B/hip hop star J. Williams also made a guest 
speaker  appearance at the festival. The twenty one year old  
musician talked about his career in the music industry,  and 
encouraged students to achieve their goals by applying  their 
own creative talents  and digital skills. He also performed a 
showcase of his latest hits, with support from his back up 
dancers infront of an enthusiastic crowd. J Williams even 
invited some of the students to join him on stage to perform.   
 
The evening Nati Awards ceremony held at  Uepohatu 
Marae marked the conclusion of the festival. The ceremony 
was also streamed live online, following a webcast by Tiwi 
Nati  student news reporters earlier in the day.  
The Nati Awards is an ‘Oscar like’ celebration acknowledging 
this year’s best student digital media creations across a wide 
range of categories. Highlights of the ceremony included a 
humorous short film inspired by the Western genre called 
“The Blowdown Showdown” ; animations recreating the 
adventures of Ngati Porou ancestors; and live performances 
from original music composition finalists. Many amongst the 
audience believed that the songs heard live on the evening 
were capable of being hits ready to be played immediately 
on the radio. 

J Williams and back up singers performing at Ngata Memorial College- photo courtesy Te Runanga o Ngati Porou

Hatea a Rangi students accepting one of the many Nati 
Awards presented at the 2009 Nati Awards ceremony 
from one of the MC’s of the evening, Tyler Wilson. Photo 
courtesy of Levi Rewita & Horiana Cassidy-Brown.

A new element to the Nati Awards evening was the 
inclusion of a DJ. Before the festival Tolaga Bay Area 
School student Josh Andzue had been mentored by 
musician Laurence Rangi over 6 weeks. Throughout 
this period Josh created songs to be played while the 
Nati Award winners accepted their prizes. He also 
learned other valuable skills to assist his own developing 
music career such as  performance techniques and 
professionalism.

Left: Nati Awards ceremony student DJ Josh Andzue 
from Tolaga Bay Area School - photo courtesy Levi 
Rewita and Horiana Cassidy-Brown 

Te Rangitawaea Festival story continues...
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A new element to the Nati Awards evening was the inclusion 
of a DJ. Before the festival Tolaga Bay Area School student 
Josh Andzue had been mentored by musician Laurence 
Rangi over 6 weeks. Throughout this period Josh created 
songs to be played while the Nati Award winners accepted 
their prizes. He also learned other valuable skills to assist 
his own developing music career such as  performance 
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 L-R) Tikitiki School Junior ICT Challenge team accepting their Supreme Award.  Ariana Olsen-Clarke, Kimiora Poi Aroha 
Nukunuku (absent Jesse Haenga). Tikitiki also took home the Junior Supreme Award on the night. Photo courtesy Levi 
Rewita and Horiana Cassidy-Brown 

Original Music Composition finalists Hiruharama School 
performing their song “Closed Doors” live at the Nati 
Awards. . photo courtesy Levi Rewita and Horiana 
Cassidy-Brown

Three hundred and fourty six entries were received in 
this years Nati Awards competition and feedback from 
judges included comments about the creative and 
innovative interpretation of the Pakiwaitara kaupapa. 
Thirty two awards were presented at the ceremony. 
Four Pipi Nati’s, 22 Nati Awards and six Supreme 
Awards. The top two  Supreme  Awards on the night 
went to Tikitiki School for Best Overall Junior School 
and Tolaga Bay Area School for Best Overall Senior 
School. 
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Festival spokesperson Sue Ngarimu-Goldsmith says that this year’s event 
has provided a platform to evaluate the festival’s achievements. “There has 
been a quite obvious progression over the past five years of the students’ skills 
and abilities. This is reflected by the complex and deeply layered creativity that 
has been produced, as well as the technological competence and confidence 
expressed by the students. The Pakiwaitara theme presented an opportunity to 
celebrate our own stories, as well as develop ICT skills. It has also encouraged 
students to think about what history can teach us, and how we can apply those 
lessons to our lives today.”
Ngarimu-Goldsmith also believes through streaming the festival online it may 
encourage the students’ to develop their skills further.  “By opening up the festival 
to a potentially global audience it becomes more engaging for the students and 
also promotes awareness within the creative sector that we have an emerging 
talent base in our area. The finished products can also be uploaded onto sites 
like You Tube, and become a great resource for schools and others. Because 
our students are young they can afford to take risks and be experimental with 
their work. There is so much talent here that covers everything from acting to 
film-making to song writing and much more. Hopefully the students  realize 
there are opportunities to build careers in these sorts of  industries.”

The festival is a major focus of the Te Rangitawaea ICT strategy for all 18 

Ngati Porou East Coast Schools. 
The strategy is a sub-project of E 
Tipu E Rea (ETER), the Te Runanga 
o Ngati Porou/Ministry of Education 
Partnership for schooling improvement. 
The overall aim of Te Rangitawaea is 
Integrating ICT in all curriculum areas. 
Its vision is to maintain Ngati Porou 
East Coast schools at the forefront of 
education innovation in ICT.

The 2009 Te Rangitawaea Festival 
Committee would like to acknowledge 
all the schools, kaimahi, technicians, 
sponsors , judges, community and 
whanau supporters and everyone else 
that supported this year’s event. 
The Committee would also like to 
thank Ngata Memorial College and 
Uepohatu Marae for hosting Te 
Rangitawaea Festival 2009.

Guitar Hero competitors in action –photo courtesy Te Runanga o Ngati Porou

Our Tiwi Nati Sponsor - UNESCO

E Tipu E Rea acknowledges the support of the following key sponsors 
for Te Rangitawaea Festival 09.

Supreme Award sponsors:
Te Runanga o Ngati Porou
Ministry of Education
Kahui Legal
Tairawhiti Polytechnic
Eastern Buses
Nicoll Blackburne 
Waikato University
Nati Award Sponsors:
Nicoll Blackburne 
Pakihiroa Farm Ltd 
The Gisborne Herald
 Te Rau Press
Radio Ngati Porou 
Te Unga Mai 
Ngati Porou Whanui Forests 
CWA New Media 
Tokomaru Bay 4 Square 
Gisborne School Support
South Seas Film,TV & 

Animation School 
Gisborne Office Products 
Tairawhiti REAP 
Enlighten Designs 
Weta Workshop
GH Johnson Ltd 
Mauriora Productions 
Matapuna Training Centre 
Brentwood Hotel 
Hikurangi Food Market
East-Coast Rugby Union
D&B Goldsmith Education 
Consultants 
Pohutu Station 
37 Degrees South 
Toshiba Blue House 
Computing
Guitar Hero Sponsors: 
Total Interactive 
Bond & Bond
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In September NPH appointed Emere Hohapata to the 
position of Mental Health and Addiction Services manager 
based in Te Puia Springs.

Mihi nui, Mihi aroha kia koutou. 

Hikurangi te Maunga. Waiapu te Awa. Tinatoka me Te 
Aowera nga Whare Tipuna. Horouta te Waka. Ngati 
Porou te Iwi. Ko Hana Keelan raua ko Kopua Waihi nga 
tipuna ki te taha o toku whaea. Putauaki te Maunga. Orini 
te Awa. Puawairua te Whare Tipuna. Mataatua te Waka. 
Ngati Awa te Iwi. Ko Ngamane Lawson raua ko Parekura 
Hohapata nga tipuna ki te taha o toku papa. Ko Emere 
ahau. Ko Mata raua ko Tau nga matua. Tokorua nga 
tamariki. Tokowha nga mokopuna.
I come from a nursing background with post graduate 
qualifications in Health Sciences, Maori, Mental Health 
and Addictions and Community Work. I have been a 
National Representative on the Werry Centre Workforce 
Development Advisory Board and Mental Health 
Outcomes for Maori Advisory Group.
My vision is to develop a Mental Health and Addiction 
Service in Ngati Porou to reduce health inequalities and 
provide better outcomes for our clients and Whanau in 
line with the Ngati Porou Hauora strategic plan and the 
National strategic direction.
Mental Health and Addiction Services provide services 
for children, adolescents and the adult client population in 
Ngati Porou and provide early intervention and counselling 
services.

Mental Health Manager Appointed

Working in Mental Health is challenging and our skilled staff 
aim to provide quality services that are easily accessible to 
Whanau.

Newly appointed Mental Health Services manager Emere Hohapata.

Ngati Porou Hauora is very fortunate to have Professor 
John Werry’s experience and dedication to Child and 
Adolescent mental health in Ngati Porou.
Prof Werry said he first met Emere around 10 years ago 
when he would travel from Auckland to Gisborne on a 
weekly basis to attend clients.
“Emere was the Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service (CAMHS) unit manager and when she moved to 
Ngati Porou Hauora (NPH) to help develop Youth Mental 
Health Services she asked if I would help with the youth 
on the Coast,” said Prof Werry.
“For a while Prof Werry dedicated free time to come to 
the Coast to help Maori people. He was paid to attend 
clinics in Gisborne but he came the extra distance to the 
Coast without charge,” said NPH Mental Health Service 
key worker Emere Hohapata.
“I came to help Emere with a worthwhile job for the youth 
in this area. I brought the service to the people because 
I believe they are best assessed in the environment in 
which they live. If not they would have had to trek off to 
see me in Gisborne. Sometimes we need to do things 
like that. It was also to get the position established so that 
when I leave a younger doctor can take over,” said Prof 
Werry.
He says that NPH have a very different way of working 
from other places e.g. Gisborne.

Mental Health Service Fortunate to have Dedicated Professor 

Professor John Scott Werry CNZM
Story continues page 11...
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“On the Coast the service is taken to the people in most 
cases. It is very important to get as much information as 
possible from Whanau, parents and grandparents and also 
from teachers who can provide feedback on the effects of 
medication or a client’s behaviour and socialising at school. 
If you are experiencing behavioural, emotional or learning 
problems with your child contact Youth Mental Health Service 
at NPH”, he said.
In January 2009, as part of the New Year’s Honours List, 
Prof Werry was awarded a CNZM for services to Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health at Auckland Medical School’s 
Department of Psychiatry, Starship Children’s Hospital and 
the many small places he has worked in during the past 20 
years, since he retired. 
“The small areas I have worked in include areas with a 

high Maori population eg Kaitaia, Bay of Plenty and 
Tairawhiti which has 62% of Maori population under 20 
years of age,” said Prof Werry.

He has worked with Emere for around 10 years and 
says she is outstanding in the area of Child and 
Adolescent mental health. She has also participated in 
advisory groups at a national level. 

Mental Health Awareness Week – October 5-11
Programs and events have been planned in conjunction 
with Tairawhiti Mental Health Service. For details 
contact M Tamepo or H Coleman at Te Whare Hauora 
o Ngati Porou telephone 06 8646803 ext 817.

Mental Health Service Fortunate to have Dedicated Professor 
continues...

Whanau, friends, staff and patients gathered to celebrate 
the 91st birthday of Papa Jack Wharehinga in the ward 
lounge at Te Whare Hauora o Ngati Porou, Te Puia Springs 
in September.

Papa Jack is one of our valued Pakeke resident at TWHONP, 
enjoying the benefits and pleasant surroundings in Te Puia.

Papa Jack was born on 11 September 1918 at Te Kiekie in 
Waipiro Bay.
“I was raised by the elders Kereama Wharehinga and Tangi 
Matini. We lived opposite Te Kiekie Marae. When I was a 
young fella I used to be a shearer and I farmed cows for a 
time,” he said.

Papa Jack says his favourite foods are veges, porridge and 
cream for the porridge. He enjoys watching his favourite 

Papa Jack Celebrates 91st Birthday

Papa Jack Wharehinga

rugby team East Coast playing rugby - particularly 
on the 42” screen, community visits and going on 
shopping trips. 

Sadly, Papa Jack passed away prior to the publication 
of this story. Ngati Porou Hauora extends condolences 
to his Whanau.

No reira, e te Papa, haere ki ou matua tipuna kia ratou 
katoa hoki e whangaana kia koe, waihoa a matou e 
noho mokemoke ki muri nei ma Te Atua e manaaki tiaki 
mai i a koe. Haere, haere, haere.

Jack Wharehinga
September 1918 - September 2009
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NGATI POROU HAUORA INC
Annual General Meeting

Thursday 29 October 2009 
Commencing 10.00 am 

Venue: Te Puia Springs / Waipiro Bay (Marae to be decided) 

AGENDA: 
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting. 
2. Present for adoption the Chairperson’s Report, Statements of Account 

and Reports for year ended June 30, 2008. 
3. Appointment of Auditor. 
4. Appointment of Pakeke. 
5. Notice of motion to alter, add or rescind the Constitution of the Society 

shall be given in writing to the Chairperson not less than 14 days before 
the AGM.

6. General Business. 

All notices of motion will be available from the Board office 10 days prior to AGM.  
Nominations and voting will take place at the AGM for the appointment of Pakeke.  
Enquiries to: Marie Davis, Board Secretary, (06) 864-6803 Ext 856. 

NGATI  POROU  HAUORA

Ko toku ingoa ra whanau – ko Kuini Tichborne. E 
tipu ana ahau kei TikiTiki I te taha o toku koroua ko Te 
Roha Parae (Squi) Wanoa. Kei raro te maunga tapu ko 
Hikurangi. E rere ana te awa ko Waiapu. Aa kei reira 
a Ngati Porou e tuturu ana. Ko Rawinia Wanoa raua 
ko Doug Tichborne oku matua. Ko Kuini Kururangi 
ma, Ko Squi Wanoa, Ko Erana Whakataka ko Warren 
Tichborne hoki oku tipuna. Ko Rutene Tuapawa taku 
hoa tane. Ko Duchess taku tamahine. Ko Anton tana 
teina engari, kei te noho raua kei roto nga ringaringa 
o te Atua. Aa kei reira te rangimarie. Ko Zyon te potiki 
o aku tamariki. Ko Ariana te whangai taonga o taku 
whanau. Kei te ako raua ki te Kura a Rohe o Uawa. He 
mihi mahara tenei ki a koutou nga whanau whanui o 
nga iwi. Ko Te Aitanga a Hauiti raua ko Ngati Porou.
My first breath was taken in Te Puia and I was raised 
by my Ngati Porou born parents, amongst my mother’s 
Whanau in Tikitiki. I am very proud of my rich Ngati 
Porou whakapapa that spans from Te Whanau a Apanui 
down to Te Toka a Taiau. My husband is Te Aitanga a 
Hauiti born and bred with a very extended whanau. We 
share a 10 year old son and whangai a 10 year old girl 
who both attend the local kura. I am currently the Uawa 
based Kaiawhina employed by Ngati Porou Hauora.

“My role as a kaiawhina is linking whanau with the 
various health services that enhance ‘Hauora’. Each 
whanau is unique in the way they perceive hauora, so 
it is vital that we and they understand and are aware 
of what services are available and accessible to their 
specific needs.

New Kaiawhina at Uawa CHC

Working alongside June Tangohau, Rural Health Nurse, we 
develop programs in our community that offer the types of 
information and education that empower Whanau to make 
informed choices with healthier lifestyles in mind.
Life experience and the networks that we have brought with 
us into our roles are a bonus to our mahi. They compliment 
the variety of services already available through Ngati Porou 
Hauora. The kaiawhina role in itself is exciting, and at times 
challenging.
Kuini’s role of kaiawhina is that of supporting Whanau to 
link between clinical and health services ensuring they are 
comfortable with, and understand procedures. At the request 
of Whanau she is able to advocate on their behalf.
“Every person has a different view of hauora and what 
makes them well. My role is non-clinical and the medical 
side is covered by our Clinical Team. Whanau discuss with 
me what they believe may contribute to their total wellness.

“Kaiawhina work together to create a pathway that offers 
options and choices that would enhance healthier lifestyles 
for all. This could range from nutrition to parenting strategies, 
employment opportunities and all things in between.  
“Encouragement is the vital component of wellness, feeling 
good and believing in oneself is just the beginning. There’s 
no point trying to tell people what is good for them, that 
doesn’t work long term,” says Kuini.
The various personalities of this community in particular add 
the colour that brightens up most days. Kia ora.

New Practice Nurse

Hinemoa McLelland (Ngati 
Porou) has recently moved back 
to the Coast from Invercargill. Her 
tipuna from here are Hinemoa 
Wilkie (nee Jensen), Stone Haua 
(Te Aowera) and her mum Kino 
Haua.
Based in the Tolaga Bay clinic 
she has had a lifelong career in 
nursing including surgical, public 
health and mobile Maori health. 
“I enjoy the Whanau contact,” 
says Hinemoa.
The important areas she is 
focusing on include pepe & 
tamariki immunisation, cervical 
smears for wahine and diabetic 

New staff fill vacancies at Uawa CHC

(L to R) Uawa CHC new staff Hinemoa McClelland practice nurse and Kuini Tichbourne 
kaiawhina. 

health checks for pakeke & kaumatua. 
“Gosh we have got some personalities up here. Whanau 
are awesome. Many are fairly straight up; some are 
hard case and some you don’t cross. But all care about 
their health and that of their Whanau,” she says.

At home she has three teenagers and one child at Whangara 
School. 
“The best thing about being back home on the coast is that 
the hui hopping with the aunties and Whanau keeps me real 
about what is important in life,” says Hinemoa.
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NGATI POROU HAUORA INC
Annual General Meeting

Thursday 29 October 2009 
Commencing 10.00 am 

Venue: Te Puia Springs / Waipiro Bay (Marae to be decided) 

AGENDA: 
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting. 
2. Present for adoption the Chairperson’s Report, Statements of Account 

and Reports for year ended June 30, 2008. 
3. Appointment of Auditor. 
4. Appointment of Pakeke. 
5. Notice of motion to alter, add or rescind the Constitution of the Society 

shall be given in writing to the Chairperson not less than 14 days before 
the AGM.

6. General Business. 

All notices of motion will be available from the Board office 10 days prior to AGM.  
Nominations and voting will take place at the AGM for the appointment of Pakeke.  
Enquiries to: Marie Davis, Board Secretary, (06) 864-6803 Ext 856. 

Kia Ora, My name is Dan O’Connor and I am 
a twenty-one year old, second year Auckland 
University student pursuing a career in the medical 
world. 
Transferring to the big smoke from Gisborne’s small 
community has proven to be a difficult challenge 
but with the help and support of Whanau making 
the transition has helped develop my personal 
growth as a human being. 
Growing up in Gisborne with a close connection to 
both my Ngati Porou and Rongawhakataa Iwi has 
given me the appreciation of where I come from 
and the importance of knowing and honoring the 
past to help build and benefit our future.  
And, growing up around Whanau has always 
been wonderful and I have many fond memories. 
However with any wonderful experiences there 
are always going to be events that leave a scar. 
Some of these events show how Maori 
experience inequalities in New Zealand and it is 
these disparities that must be addressed in order 
for the country to benefit as a whole for all New 
Zealanders. 

Dan O’Connor Receives HCCT Scholarship

(R to L) Dan O’Connor’s father accepted the HCCT Scholarship on Dan’s 
behalf and is pictured with George Jahnke NPH Board Chairperson.

When my father was born he had a growth attached to both eyes 
and when he was operated on there was serious retinal damage 
done. This damage left him to suffer bad to near blindness for 
the rest of his life. It was this harmful event to my father that has 
inspired me to pursue the world of medicine, especially in the area 
of ophthalmology. 



14

Ngati Porou people are renown for their generosity 
and support for people and organisations when their 
chips are down and it was with great enthusiasm that 
we came together to fundraise once again for Daffodil 
Day. 

Each year the annual appeal is held to raise funds for 
the local cancer societies in each region, traditionally 
people have collected money by way of donations or 
street collections but we decided that more fun and 
entertainment could be had in aid of this great cause. 

We organised the Daffodil Dedication day as we had 
in 2008, that year we raised $1500, this year we more 
than doubled that tally with the official amount reaching 
$3190. It was a great effort for one days fundraising. 
People from all over the country phoned in to hear their 
favorite local singers take to the microphone and we 
even had singers by phone. Robert Ruha was a hot 
favorite that day with pledges for him to sing reaching 
well over $200 it was a day filled with great talent.

It began at 9am with a soulful recital by Prince Ferris 
on his saxophone, it was such a fitting way to open the 
day, and once that initial performance was completed, 
in rolled the kids. We had nearly every school on the 
Coast taking part with Waiata, Haka and donations 
collected by holding mufti days. Local talent flowed 
through the doors in the forms of Wiremu and Ben 
Paenga who offered heartfelt renditions of classics like 
Elton Johns ‘Daniel’ and Luther Vandross ‘ Dance with 
my father’.

Daffodil Day 2009 - $3190 raised

RNP Announcer Paul Sollitt collects donations from people as they pass through the Ruatoria township

Wiremu Paenga sings ‘Dance with my father’

Ben Paenga gives his rendition of the song ‘Daniel’
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Pledges even came from as far 
a field as Australia, such was the 
excitement which surrounded 
the event. Once again Paul 
Sollitt(Solly) stood in the centre 
of the main street of Ruatoria for 
much of the day collecting from 
vehicles going through town 
and would sometimes nab the 
drivers on the way out of town 
as well, motorists grinned as 
they emptied their ashtrays of 
coins into the collection bucket.

The visitors to the station 
were also well fed with a 
complimentary sausage sizzle 
sponsored by Export Meat 
Warehouse and the Hikurangi 
Foodmarket.
Live music rang out from the 
deck of Radio Ngati Porou and 
the event was heard live over 
the radio, via the website on the internet and we also had 
live visual coverage of the event courtesy of Te Runanga 
o Ngati Porou who streamed it live on www.ngatiporou.
com.

It was yet another fantastic effort by our small community 
and Radio Ngati Porou would like to thank the staff and 
management of Te Runanga o Ngati Porou who provided 
great support on the day. We would also like to thank 
the brave ladies who came on air to share their personal 
experiences with cancer with our listeners and to you 
all for your contributions to the event. All money raised 
was handed over to the Gisborne East Coast Cancer 
Society. 

Prince Ferris greets the children of Mata School after his performance on air

Children from Makarika School sing for the audience on RNP, 
their donation of funds gathered by holding a mufti day was 
much appreciated!

Local Pakeke enjoy the entertainment; (L to R) Lidya Ngarimu, 
Ripeka Heeney, Emma Whangapirita & Pine Ngarimu
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A reunion was held recently in Ruatoria for players who 
represented the East Coast Rugby union between 1940 and 
1960. Over 100 people attended the event held at Whakarua 
Park on the 12th September. It was a fantastic event where 
the veterans came together to celebrate their past stories 
and achievements on and off the Ngati Porou rugby fields..

To begin the event a parade was held through the main 
street of Ruatoria. Men marched with their families and some 
rode horses and carriages as they had done back when they 
were playing for the Coast. At Uepohatu ‘Nga Morehu’ were 
welcomed with a pohiri followed by photograph sittings to 
mark the occasion. 

The guest speaker of the event was Sir. Brian Lochore who 
was accompanied by his wife Lady Pam. Sir Brian is a living 
rugby legend having come from the humble ranks of the 
Bush Union where his first representative match was against 
the East Coast, to the heady heights of All Black captain and 
later to become the only All Black coach who coached the 
All Blacks to their one and only World Rugby Cup win. He 
was greeted with much respect and was an integral part of 
the reunion.
While the formalities continued in Uepohatu our local JAB 
teams took on JAB teams from Gisborne. These were the 
curtain raiser games to our main match between Ngati 

Nga Morehu Reunion of players from 1940’s, 50’s & 
60’s

Porou East Coast and Wairarapa Bush. Unfortunately 
the result favored the visitors. The after match was 
conducted alongside the veterans of the reunion who 
appreciated the attendance of the Wairarapa Bush 
team.

A great banquet was held and as the different era were 
announced a player would stand to recollect the games 
of the past.
With stories flowing well into the night it was an 
occasion that won’t soon be forgotten and was a great 
chance for those attending to reminisce and indulge in 
nostalgic tales.

John Manuel, President of the East Coast Rugby 
Union, was a leading force in organizing, promoting 
and fundraising for the reunion. Great effort was taken 
to raise funds through contributions of 40 head of stock 
from our local farms, business houses throughout the 
East Coast area for either cash or produce, registrations 
from our veterans and individual support.
 
A magazine is intended to be produced by Christmas 
based on the reunion and the history of the Ngati Porou 
rugby era from 1940 – 1960. It will include a full list of 
East Coast Rugby players and a list of results as well. 

Poverty Bay/East Coast Team that defeated The British Isles winning 9 -6. Photo taken August 1966.

Back row: M Taylor (PB), G Thompson (PB), N Tibble (PB), I A Kirkpatrick (PB), H.H MacDonald (PB), E Smith (PB), B Te 
Kani (PB), D R Swann (PB)

Middle row: H Rutene (PB), K A Twigley (PB), A Lewis (PB) J Manuel )(EC) J Grayson (EC), T E R Murphy (EC), T Taare 
(EC, P Karauria (PB)

Front row: B Wolstenholme, Esq. (Pres, PBRFU), J L Collins (PB), M Reedy(Selector), H R Stewart (Capt. EC), A J Sheehan 
(Selector/Coach), B Milner (PB) M E Lynch (Manager)
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Ngati Porou East Coast U-16 prepare for Hurricanes 
Tournament

In the lead up to the Hurricanes Rugby tournament the 
Ngati Porou East Coast Under 16 team traveled to Hato 
Paora College in Fielding to participate in Rawhitiroa 
tournament of teams from Te Aute, Gisborne Boys High 
School, Ngati Porou East Coast and Hato Paora.
The Campbell Dewes and Ozzie Tuhura coached side 
came away from the tournament without a win instead 
taking great lessons of things to come at the forthcoming 
Hurricanes tournament.

Results from the Rawhitiroa Tournament;
NPEC (17) vs Hato Paora (29)
NPEC (9) vs Te Aute (36)

EAS
T-COAST-RUGBYUNIONEAS
T-COAST-RUGBYUNION

2009 Heartland Championship  
Meads and Lochore Cup Pools draw

Outlined below is the draw for the Cup Pools stage of the 2009 Heartland Championship. This draw is current as at 26 
September. All details are subject to change.

MEADS CUP POOL

Wanganui

Poverty Bay

Horowhenua Kapiti

Mid Canterbury

Wairarapa Bush

South Canterbury

LOCHORE CUP POOL

West Coast

North Otago

King Country

Buller

East Coast

Thames Valley

MEADS CUP POOL: Games to be played; 3 October 
- 2.30pm

Wanganui v South Canterbury (Cooks Gardens, 
Whanganui

Poverty Bay v Wairarapa Bush (More FM Rugby Park, 
Gisborne)

Horowhenua Kapiti v Mid Canterbury (Horowhenua 
Community Trust Levin Domain)

LOCHORE CUP POOL; Games to be played 3 
October - 2.30pm

West Coast v Thames Valley (Rugby Park, Greymouth

North Otago v East Coast (Whitestone Contracting 
Stadium, Oamaru)

King Country v Buller (Rugby Park, Te Kuiti)

A week after the Rawhitiroa tournament the NPEC U-16’s 
faced the Poverty bay U-16 team which is largely occupied 
by members of the Gisborne Boys High School team, going 
down 91-0.

The team is expecting a tough few days at the Hurricanes 
Tournament which includes teams that come under the 
Hurricanes franchise but are determined to do their very 
best. The tournament will be held from 18th September to 
the 1st October in Masterton and will be a test of the players 
skills and abilities.
We wish them the very best of luck.
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WEEK 7
MEADS CUP POOL
Sat 10 October 2.30pm Mid Canterbury v Wanganui Ashburton Showgrounds, Ashburton
Sat 10 October 2.30pm Poverty Bay v Horowhenua Kapiti More FM Rugby Park, Gisborne
Sat 10 October 2.30pm South Canterbury v Wairarapa Bush Alpine Energy Stadium, Timaru
LOCHORE CUP POOL
Sat 10 October 2.00pm King Country v West Coast Owen Delany Park, Taupo
Sat 10 October 2.30pm North Otago v Buller Whitestone Contracting Stadium, Oamaru
Sat 10 October 2.00pm Thames Valley v East Coast Boyd Park, Te Aroha

WEEK 8
MEADS CUP POOL
Sat 17 October 2.30pm Wanganui v Poverty Bay Cooks Gardens, Wanganui
Sat 17 October 2.30pm Wairarapa Bush v Mid Canterbury Memorial Park, Masterton
Sat 17 October 2.30pm Horowhenua Kapiti v South Canterbury Horowhenua Community Trust Levin Domain, Levin
LOCHORE CUP POOL
Sat 17 October 2.30pm West Coast v North Otago Rugby Park, Greymouth
Sat 17 October 2.30pm East Coast v King Country Whakarua Park, Ruatoria
Sat 17 October 2.30pm Buller v Thames Valley Victoria Square, Westport

SEMI FINALS

Meads and Lochore cup pool draws

 
 

Week 5 Pool Play Results 
 
 

Pool A 
 

BP  
(4 tries) 

BP  
(<7 loss) Home Team Score Away Team BP  

(4 tries) 
BP  

(<7 loss) 

  Wairarapa Bush 28-13 Buller   
1  Wanganui 33-9 West Coast   
1  Horowhenua-Kapiti 44-3 East Coast   

 
 

Pool B 
 

BP  
(4 tries) 

BP  
(<7 loss) Home Team Score Away Team BP  

(4 tries) 
BP  

(<7 loss) 

 1 Thames Valley 22-29 Poverty Bay   
  South Canterbury 13-23 King Country   
  Mid Canterbury 30-21 North Otago   
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LIVE BROADCAST OF NPEC GAMES TO BE AIRED ON RNP

Radio Ngati Porou in association with Enterprise 
Cars and the East Coast Rugby Union bring you 
the live coverage of all Ngati Porou East Coast 
games.

We are pleased to announce that we will continue 
these broadcasts for those unable to make it in 
person to the games both at home and away.

You can hear the broadcasts on air in line with the 
NPEC draw (see page 19).

All home games are called by RNP’s Kahu Waitoa 
and guest announcer Albie Gibson.

So if you cant make it; tune in to RNP on 585AM, 
93.3FM in Gisborne, 90.1FM in Tolaga Bay, 
98.1FM on the Coast and 89.3FM in the Waiapu 
Valley.

Taki Tahi Toa Mano - New sponsor of Nga Take o te Wa 
10-12pm weekdays
Taki Tahi Toa Mano are the new sponsors for Radio 
Ngati Porou’s talkback program Nga Take o Te Wa, 
which broadcasts weekdays from 10am – 12 midday.
Taki Tahi Toa Mano originated in 1998 after an idea by 
long time health campaigner and now Gisborne Deputy 
Mayor Nona Aston.  The name Taki Tahi Toa Mano 
conveys “many steps” and “strength”.  The current 
Chairperson is Tairawhiti District Health Tobacco 
Control Manager, Dianne Akurangi.
Taki Tahi Toa Mano is a coalition of the following 
Tairawhiti Organisations:

• Tairawhiti District Health Board
• Gisborne East Coast Cancer Society
• Ngati Porou Hauora Primary Health 

Organisation
• Turanga Health
• Heart Foundation of New Zealand
• Gisborne District Council

TTTM work has included:

• researching local smoking statistics 

• advising Gisborne District Council on smokefree 
parks and reserves; tertiary institutions on smokefree 
campuses; and Fulton Hogan on smokefree staff 
and cars 

• sponsoring local rugby league competitions 

• sponsorship and smoking cessation intervention 
and advice for Tairawhiti’s Tamararo kapa haka 
competitions 

• forming a relationship with Work and Income East 
Coast offices, making it easier for clients to give up 
smoking 

• support for this district’s Out of Sight Out of 
Mind youth rally. Organisers gathered hundreds 
of signatures during the event for a joint letter to 
the country’s MPs in support of the ban on tobacco 
displays. 

Radio Ngati Porou are pleased to have TTTM on board as 
sponsors of NTOTW.
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Hori Heeney took up boxing in 2002 with the late Neville 
McClutchie at Te Aowera Marae. At 16 years of age and with 
nearing fifty fights, 2009 has seen him win the North Island 
Golden Gloves, the New Zealand Golden Gloves and his 
first international bout in Brisbane, Australia.
A typical training week will be six days training which involves 
running, both medium distance and 400 - 600 metre sprint 
repetitions, bag work, core strength development, mid-
section strengthening, plyometrics, technique development 
and sparring. Diet must also be watched leading into 
competition to ensure his weight remains under 63 kg for the 
light welter weight division.
In 2008 Hori made the New Zealand Development Squad 
which is selected by New Zealands top coaches and 
referees with a few to developing promising boxers to go on 
and represent New Zealand. These boxers were taken into 
camp in Rotorua, trained under some of the country’s best 
coaches and sparred with the best boxers.
The 2009 year didn’t start so well with a loss to New Zealand 
Champ in Te Awamutu’s Aryk Whalley on the under card to 
Shane Cameron’s title fight in Gisborne. He has since beaten 
Whalley twice as well as Wanganui’s Jake Campbell a title 
holder in the age grade above Hori’s. These wins impressed 
the selectors enough to gain a place in a New Zealand Squad 
which fought in Brisbane where he was the first NZ boxer to 
take the ring and win against an aboriginal boxer from the 
Youth grade (17-18 yrs).
Currently a sixth former at Te Kura Kaupapa Maori O Te 
Waiū O Ngāti Porou, he is looking to study sports science at 
Otago University after his 7th form year.
Hori is currently in training with the eleven strong East Coast 
Boxing Associations squad to contest the New Zealand 
Championships in Rotorua in the second week of October.

Boxing - East Coast Style. Hori Heeney

Hori Heeney - Caboolture Tournament, Brisbane Australia

Left: Whare Taukamo & Hori

Left: Kaha Rozenbaum & Hori Heeney - NZ Golden Gloves Tournament
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Daffodil Dedication Day 2009 - A great success!
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After School Leaders (ASL) 

2009 Father’s Day EaSt Coast Triathlon

Seven individuals and four teams stepped up to answer 
the challenge of participating in the first ever Ngati and 
Healthy After School Leaders East Coast Father’s Day 
Triathlon. Although Mt Hikurangi was covered in snow and 
there was a cool chill in the air. They were spurred on by a 
committed and enthusiastic crowd of forty plus supporters, 
who filled the air with cheering and cries of excitement as 
each participant and team crossed the finish line.
Commendation must go out to the sponsors who donated 
magnificent prizes and a special thank you to NPH’s CE Ben 
Tahata for supporting this day.
A big congratulations to all our participants who took part in 
this special event and a big hand to the Ngati and Healthy 
After School Leaders (ASL) Whanau for putting on such a 
wonderful event.  A huge thank you to all the race officials, 
marshals and registration crew, this wonderful day was made 
possible with your support and efforts.
Mauri Ora, Simone Poi, NPH Ngati and Healthy

Ngati Porou Hauora Team of Mean Machines!
Suman Te Puni, Haapi Maxwell, Wiremu Raihana and 
Mascot



Tairawhi t i  Schools  Cross Country  Championship  Resul ts
Last Friday, a group of invited pupils went to compete in the Tairawhiti Schools Annual cross country at 
Tokomaru Bay. This event included all the Gisborne Schools and was a follow on from the NPEC day the 
week before. We had 11 pupils who qualified.  Amongst all of this we now have two students who have 
shown they are as good as any in their age group in the Tairawhiti Region.  

Congratulations to: 
Reweti Fisher,  3rd in the Tairawhiti–East 

Coast Cross Country, 7 Year old Boys; and 
Kendle Martin, 3rd in  the Tairawhiti –East 

Coast Cross Country, 10 Year old Girls
&

Looking Back on Term 3, 2009 
I reflect back on this term and must congratulate everybody - staff, students, parents, caregivers  and the Board of 
Trustees for the continued  commitment to your young one’s learning.   The curriculum area keeps moving along 
very well throughout the whole school.  

There have also been a lot of  trips and extra curricular activities for the pupils, with more to look forward to in 
Term 4. 

There has been much fundraising and I admire the effort all have made to ensure your children are able to go on 
such trips.  

Now we all head out on a well deserved holiday - students and 

staff, ENJOY. 

Most of you would  be aware of any school’s Property Plan whether it be 10 year property plan or 5 year property 
plan. Since 2005, we have had little or no money to spend on building work. In recent months our new Property 
Money entitlement was evident.  The  entitlement was never going to be enough so we have held off until the following 
bulleted points were completed. 

• Phil Elms (School Support Ltd) prepared a report for the Napier MOE on Health and Safety issues within our school 
site. 

• Another surveyor arrived to do a similar job; and 

• The MOE required a third consultant to do the same job 

All of the above were completed about 2-3 weeks ago and Alan Dibley, our MOE property representative, took all of 
them to the Wellington MOE office for them to make the final decision on these reports. 

This week we received full approval for $1,882,000.00 of work to be done at Te Waha o Rerekohu Area School. 
Naturally we are very pleased.  Phil Elms will now condor up a 10 YPP / 5 YPP for the school and work will probably 
begin the instance this is completed and the Board formally approves.  We have a very clear break down of how the 
money must be spent. Phil Elms is the (School Support Limited) NPEC Property Manager for all the schools who 
wanted to enter into the programme.  It certainly suits us.  We are appreciative of the work he and Alan have done for 
us. We must be mindful we have been patient also.  It was worth the wait. 

Big News at Te Waha o Rerekohu Area School! 

On Tuesday, all the Primary and Rumaki Reo students received their Duffy books from Duffy Role Model Sela Mahe. 
Sela is a singer, television presenter and former NZ Idol contestant.  After being eliminated from Idol, she went on to 
become a co-presenter on Studio 2 in 2004-2005; and in 2006 she went on to co-present Mai Time and the Tongan 
episode of the 2006 Polyfest. Sela also sang some songs for us and she was amazing.  We all enjoyed her korero and 
waiata. 

Duffy Hero Book Assembly

School News in Nga Kohinga o Ngati Porou....
This school News section is new to the Nga Kohinga o Ngati Porou Magazine and will be offered to 
schools within the Ngati Porou Area. We will be in contact with your school shortly and we look forward 
to hearing the news from your school!


