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Nati Artist seeks portrait subjects
A new series of contemporary Maori 

portraits is being developed by Ngati 
Porou artist Sofia Minson and she needs 
your help to make it a reality.

 Sofia is of Ngati Porou descent through 
her tipuna May Hermanson (grandmother) 
and great-grandmother Matire Te Horowai 
from Waipiro Bay. 

Recently one of her earlier art works, 
Ko Waiapu Te Awa was featured on the 
cover of this month’s edition of the Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou publication, 
Nati Link. 

Currently she is exploring using Western 
figurative painting techniques to help 
celebrate the mana and diversity of the 
modern face of Maori through her work. 

“We’re creating positive images of our 
people to share with each other and with 
the wider world for hopefully centuries to 
come,” says the Auckland-based artist. 

 The 29-year-old painter has won three 
national art awards including the Molly 
Morpeth Canaday Art Award in 2005 
and is a four-time finalist in the Adam 
Portraiture Awards. 

Over the past 10 years Sofia’s  
bold portrait and mythological  
landscape paintings have been  
exhibited and collected in the USA, 

Europe and throughout New Zealand. 
 One of her aims is to help revive the 

art of Maori portrait painting, which has 
arguably been in limbo since the likes of 
Goldie and Lindauer. 

While she is inspired by their works, she 
says her portraits “are far from Goldie’s 
recordings of a vanishing race” and are 
intended to fill an important niche for her 
generation. 

“Nowadays we find that it is not so easy 
to define who or what is Maori” says the 
artist who is also of Swedish, English and 
Irish heritage. 

“But one thing’s for sure, our culture is 
alive and continues to evolve.” 

Having spent much of her childhood in 
Samoa, Sri Lanka and China, on returning 
to New Zealand as a teenager, painting 
enabled Sofia to further explore the variety 
of cultures and faiths she lived amongst 
overseas as well as reconnect with her 
homeland and her mixed Maori and 
European roots.

 “I enjoy collaborating with other artists 
and can’t wait to collaborate with the 
public on this new series of portraits,” 
says Sofia, who has been featured in 
documentaries such as Canvassing The 
Treaty in 2010. It followed six artists as 

they deepened their knowledge about 
the Treaty of Waitangi and created cross-
cultural collaborative artworks together at 
Te Tii marae. 

She was also commissioned to do 
large-scale public artworks in February. 
She painted an enormous portrait of 
musician Tiki Taane on a 40ft shipping 
container on Queen’s Wharf in downtown 
Auckland.  

Sofia is particularly keen to hear from 
those who have ta moko kanohi and/
or moko kauae — visually striking 
expressions of a person’s inner connection 
to their heritage. Sitters will receive a 
complimentary, signed, limited edition print 
of the finished painting for their whanau.

Sofia will meet with the sitter first and 
get to know their story, then she will briefly 
photograph them. 

Sofia asks “if you would like to help 
make a positive contribution to our people 
by sitting for a portrait, or know someone 
who might, please contact me. I’d love to 
hear from you.”  

Sofia can be contacted at: 
• www.NewZealandArtwork.com 
• www.Facebook.com/SofiaMinsonArtist
• or Sofia@SofiaMinson.com 

MODERN FACE OF MAORI: Sofia Minson of Ngati Porou is interested in painting creative and inspiring Maori 
who are helping to evolve today’s culture through their own artforms or roles in society. She is pictured with her 
painting The Other Sister (below) which is part of an ongoing Contemporary Maori Portrait Series. The portrait 
subject is Sofia’s sister, Tess. Both siblings share Ngati Porou, Swedish, English and Irish ancestry. Sofia’s other 
artworks include Turumakina (top) and Ko Waiapu Te Awa (right) which featured on the cover of this month’s Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou publication, Nati Link. 

■■ The latest edition of Nati Link which 
features Sofia’s artwork Ko Waiapu Te 
Awa on the cover, can be downloaded 
from www.ngatiporou.com. This issue 
also features articles about other Ngati 
Porou such as musician Robert Ruha,  
and film-maker Himiona Grace. 

Series will feature men, women with facial moko
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A showcase of Nati news

‘Toitu te whenua, toitu te tangata’
In many respects the state of our 

environment — our whenua, moana 
and awa, is central to the prosperity 
and welfare of our people. A hui 
to be held early next month, will 
provide the opportunity to discuss 
the relationship we have towards 
our environment, as well as our own 
well-being. 

Rahui Marae in Tikitiki will 
host the upcoming Hui a Iwi on 
Saturday, May 3. 

The Hui a Iwi has been called 
by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, 
to inform and update whanau and 
hapu members about four key 
kaupapa currently on the tribal 
radar. 

The hui will also provide the 
opportunity for iwi members to 
share their whakaaro and help 
formulate the tribe’s responses to 
these issues. 

Radio Ngati Porou will also be 
there to broadcast the hui over the 
airwaves and online.

TRONPnui welcomes everyone 
to come along to become more 
informed and to share your views 
about these important kaupapa.

The key kaupapa are:
• Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993 
Review  presented by Matanuku 
Mahuika (chairman of  
Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993 
review panel) 

The Hui a Iwi will discuss the 
findings of an expert review panel 
which recently released their final 
report about Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 
1993. 

Currently the government is 
drafting a new Te Ture Whenua Maori 
Bill to reform the governance and 
management of Maori land. The 
new legislation will be based on the 
recommendations made in the report. 

The recommendations include 

allowing engaged owners to make 
utilisation decisions without needing 
approval by the Maori Land Court and 
options for dealing with fragmentation.

• Foreshore and Seabed Update 
presented by Matanuku Mahuika 
(legal counsel for TRONPnui) 

Ten years ago the Crown passed 
the Foreshore and Seabed Act 2004 
despite the Ngati Porou position that 
hapu have customary title to their 
respective rohe moana. After several 
years of negotiations the hapu of Ngati 
Porou and the Crown signed a deed in 
2008 which was intended to provide for 
the recognition of hapu rights in the 
foreshore and seabed.

Legislation was introduced to give 
effect to the Deed, but the progress of 
this legislation was delayed first by the 
review of the Foreshore and Seabed 
Act and then by the replacement of that 
Act with the Marine and Coastal Area 
Act 2011. 

Since the Marine and Coastal Area 
Act was passed Ngati Porou have 
been in further discussions with the 
Crown about potential amendments to 
the 2008 Deed and the recognition of 
customary title areas. 

The Hui a Iwi will provide an update 
about what recent developments have 
been made in regard to this kaupapa. 

• Waiapu River Restoration and 
Accord presented by Teepa Wawatai 
(TRONPnui CEO) 

The health and well-being of the 
Waiapu River is important to Ngati 
Porou and is one of the issues Ngati 
Porou negotiated with the Crown as 
part of our Treaty settlement.

On April 23 an Accord (agreement) 
between Ngati Porou and the Crown 
was signed and one of the outcomes 
of the Accord is the Waiapu River 
Restoration project. 

The Hui a Iwi will provide the 
opportunity to find out more about this 

project and the proposed solutions to 
improve the condition of our awa. 

• Hauora and Ngati Porou Hauora 
Review presented by Lois McCarthy, 
Agnes Walker and Georgina Parata 
(Ngati Porou Hauora) 

The Hui a Iwi will provide the 
opportunity for hapu community 

Hauora strategies to be shared and 
discussed.

These include what local 
programmes and activities are 
happening within each region 
and suggestions about how hapu 
can establish a stronger working 
relationship with Ngati Porou Hauora.

There will also be an update about 

the NPH review currently under way. 

For more information please contact: 
• Lena Lyttle, Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou, Ruatoria, 06 864 9004 or call free 
0800 833 502.
• Val Lewis, Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou, Gisborne, 867 9960 or call free 
0800 676 768. 

CROWN ACCORD SIGNING: Ngati Porou’s Treaty Settlement recognised the significance of the 
Waiapu River to Ngati Porou and the impacts of erosion on the river catchment. On Wednesday 
Ngati Porou and the Crown signed formal agreements to address this issue and begin the long 
process of restoring the river. Among the representatives who attended were: (back from left) 
Ministry for Primary Industries director general Martin Dunne, Hon Jo Goodhew associate minister 
for Primary Industries, TRONPnui Director Jack Chambers, NP Whanui Forest general manager 
Daniel Williams; TRONPnui CFO Allan Jensen, Pakihiroa Farms Ltd general manager Hilton Collier 
and Bill Walker (Tutumatai Farm). Middle from left: Minister of Treaty Negotiations Hon Chris 
Finlayson, deputy mayor Rehette Stoltz, TRONPnui directors April Papuni, Tui Warmenhoven, 
Marijke Warmenhoven and TRONPnui director and Te Haeata representative Kody Pewhairangi. 
Front from left: TRONPnui chairman and Te Haeata negotiator Dr Apirana Mahuika, Minster for 
Primary Industries Hon Nathan Guy, Ngati Porou Fisheries, NP Whanui Forest and Te Haeata 
Rep Whaimutu Dewes, NP Holdco chairman and Te Haeta representative Matanuku Mahuika, 
TRONPnui CEO and Te Haeata project manager Teepa Wawatai, TRONPnui director and Te Haeata 
representative Ned Ihaka and Wai272 Treaty solicitor James Johnston.  Picture by Paul Rickard
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A Hui a Iwi will be held at Rahui marae for whanau 
and hapu members to discuss how the following 
kaupapa may impact upon Ngati Porou: 

•	 The	Te	Ture	Whenua	Maori	Act	1993	Review

•	 Foreshore	&	Seabed	Update

•	 Waiapu	River	Restoration	&	Accord 

•	 Hauora	and	the Ngati	Porou	Hauora	Review 

Te	Runanganui	o	Ngati	Porou	welcomes everyone	to	
come along to become more informed, and to share 
your	views	about	these	important	kaupapa. 

For more information please contact: 

Lena Lyttle, Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Ruatoria Office,  
06 8649 004 or call free 0800 833 502. 

Val Lewis, Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Gisborne Office,   
06 867 9960 or call free 0800 NPOROU (0800 676768).
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