
Articles compiled by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou

The price of citizenship

A special programme is being compiled to 
mark the upcoming 30th anniversary of the Ta 
Apirana Ngata Memorial Lecture series to be held 
at Whakarua Park and Uepohatu Memorial Hall.

The lectures will be held over a three-day 
period starting on Sunday, October 6, and 
concluding on Tuesday, October 7. 

This popular annual event attracts many Ngati 
Porou at home, along with those living away from 
home, who are passionate about learning about 
their culture and identity.

In recent years the lecture’s key themes have 
included Tribal Histories & Scholarship: Learning 
about ourselves, Ngati Porou: Our Past, Our 
Present, Our Future, and Mana Motuhake Ngati 
Porou Nga Uri Whakatipu: Ngati Porou Self-
determining for the Future. 

Past speakers have included a range of 
respected authorities on tribal matters, as well 
as invited representatives from the worlds  of 

politics, arts, business and sport. 
The event also marks another important 

anniversary — 70 years ago the Victoria  
Cross was presented by Governor General 
Freyberg to the parents of Second Lieutenant  
Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa Ngarimu. 

Ngarimu, a member of the C Company branch 
of the 28th Maori Battalion, was awarded this 
prestigious medal for his role in the attack on 
Point 209 at Tebaga Gap, Tunisia. 

The public investiture ceremony took place at 
Whakarua Park in Ruatoria on October 6, 1943 
and over 7000 people were recorded as attending.

Ta Apirana Ngata hosted the event and brought 
together a contingent of 1300 school children 
and over 300 kapa haka performers to provide 
entertainment. 

It was here that the well known waiata E 
te Hokowhitu-a-Tu by Tuini Ngawai was first 
performed. 

The origins of the lectures also has a link back 
to the C Company. 

Tribal historian and former Te Runanga o Ngati 
Porou Chief Executive Dr Monty Soutar, wrote the 
following korero in 2010. 

“The lectures were the brainchild of Sir Tamati 
Reedy. 

“In 1983, he was serving a Fullbright 
Scholarship teaching a two semester course 
on Maori-Pacific Origins and Linguistics at the 
University of Alabama (USA).  The irony of the 
situation hit him.  

“There I was feeding students/scholars on 
who and what we are — enabled of course by the 
generosity of the US scholarship system — and 
our own back home were unable to participate,” 
Professor Reedy recalled.

“He wrote back home to Ngata College and 
introduced the idea of the Ngata Memorial 
Lectures, to commemorate Sir Apirana Ngata and 

his monumental service to Ngati Porou and the 
nation. 

 “John Clark was principal then,” recalled 
Tamati, “Kate Walker, Mate Kaiwai and Tom Te 
Maro were all totally in support,” he said.  

“The first lectures centred on C Company, 
where we were privileged with the attendance of 
Colonel Charles Bennett and our own Sir Henare 
Ngata, and many who’ve now passed on.”

More details about this year’s speakers and 
other special Lecture’s events will be released 
within the coming weeks. 

• For more information contact:

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
Ruatoria office 
Leeanne Morice or Hiria Shaw
06 8649 004 or call free 0800 833 502. 

Three years ago in the  2010  local 
body elections, 55 percent of all eligible 
voters returned their postal ballots, with 
Maori participation across the region 
generally being very low. Voter apathy 
and dis-engagement from political 
processes were often cited as reasons for 
poor voter turn-out. 

In the lead-up to the upcoming 
Gisborne District Council and Tairawhiti 
District health board elections, 
Te runanganui o Ngati Porou are 
encouraging their iwi members to 
participate and exercise their rights 
and responsibilities as citizens of the 
Tairawhiti region.  

Nominations and enrolments (to 
receive voting papers by post) close this 
Friday at noon. 

Te runanganui o Ngati Porou acting 
chief executive Allan Jensen believes it is 
important for Ngati Porou residents and 
ratepayers to vote and to also consider 
standing for office.  

 “There is a misconception out there 
that the council, when compared with 
the Crown, does not have  a significant 
impact on the lives of Maori. When in 
fact it is local government that can 
sometimes have more  influence and 
power over kaupapa which affects us all,” 
he said.

 “Many people think council is all about 
roads, rubbish and rates. That’s a big part 
of council but there’s so much more to 
council then what people think.

“It’s the council and not the Crown who 
make decisions over many local issues. 
Funding community projects, setting 
environmental policies, fluoridation in 
water and granting of resource consents, 
including those for fracking, are just to 
name a few.”

Ngati Porou pakeke Papa Nolan 
raihania also believes iwi members 
should exercise their democratic right to 
vote as well as studying up on civics — 
the rights and responsibilities of citizens 
whether that be at a tribal, local body or 
central governance level. 

The 28th Maori Battalion veteran and 
former Te runanga o Ngati Porou trustee 
thinks more Maori should put themselves 
forward as council or district health 
board members, and help boost Maori 
representation on these forums. 

“We only have a few Maori councillors, 
yet we make up roughly 50 percent of the 
population in our area. If we had more 
Maori on the council we could get up to 
the 50 percent mark. 

“At the moment because there are only 
a few of us, when it comes to voting on 
anything we get wiped out straight away,” 
he said. 

“There are those who have the skills 
to do these kinds of roles, but they 
prefer to be on the outside looking after 
our interests. But sometimes it is more 
effective to be on the inside advocating on 
our behalf, instead of shooting missiles 
from the outside.” 

Papa Nolan also believes if more Maori 
throw their names in the hat, it will help 
better engage iwi members with local 
body processes. 

“Most of our people at the moment 
don’t know who the councillors are, and 
feel they are unapproachable. But if you 
have more Maori on the council, then our 
people won’t feel afraid to approach them, 
even if they don’t know them personally, 
it doesn’t matter. 

“People will be tapping on their front 
door and on their back door at home, 
seeing them at hui and giving forth their 

take. In the past we used to have our own 
Waiapu and Matakaoa County Councils, 
until the government made us come 
under the Gisborne Council. It would be 
good if one day we could go back to our 
own systems.” 

Seventy years ago Ta Apirana Ngata 
published “The Price of Citizenship”, 
which he wrote for the posthumous 
investiture ceremony of Second 
Lieutenant Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa 
Ngarimu. 

Papa Nolan says that Ta Apirana 
believed the price paid for going to war, 

would help entitle Maori to the same 
rights and obligations shared by Pakeha, 
and for their mana to be recognised. 
This would help improve the economic 
and social position and create more 
opportunities for Maori. 

“But things are different now,” he said. 
“Our young people are following the 

pathways of education, and getting 
into jobs which require a higher level 
of thinking, than scrub cutting and 
labouring work. I most certainly believe 
our mokopuna need to exercise their right 
to vote, and it’s up to us old people to 
push them along. 

“First of all they need to enrol for a 
kick off, then go along and vote. But 
sometimes they leave it too late, and 
consequently miss the bus.”

What to stand for council 
or District Health Board:

What You Can Stand For? 
■■ Gisborne district Council 

• 1 Mayor elected at large. 
• 13 councillors elected from five wards:

     — Gisborne, 9; 
     — Matakaoa-Waiapu, 1;  
     — Taruheru-Patutahi, 1;  
     — Tawhiti-Uawa, 1;  
     — Waipaoa, 1.
■■  tairawhiti district health Board 

• 7 members elected at large. 

noMInatIon ProCESS
■■ You need to be nominated by two electors 

from the ward you are standing for. You 
cannot nominate yourself. 
■■ For Tairawhiti District Health Board you 

need to be nominated by two residential 
electors from the Tairawhiti District Health 
Board area.
■■ Each nomination requires: 

• nomination paper with $200 deposit; 
• 150 word candidate profile statement; 
and 
• a recent passport-size photo. 

nomination papers are available from: 
■■ Gisborne District Council offices, 15 

Fitzherbert Street, Gisborne
■■ Te Puia Springs Service Centre, 4746 

Waiapu Road, Te Puia Springs
■■ or phone 0800 922 822 and one will be 

posted to you.
■■ Completed nomination papers must be in 

the hand of the electoral officer no later 
than 12noon Friday, August 16, 2013. 

Key Dates
Friday, August 16, 12noon

■■ Enrol by this date to receive voting 
papers in the mail and have your 
say in local elections. Voters enrolled 
after this date will need to cast a 
special vote. Rate payers who are 
not resident within the region are also 
eligible to vote.
■■ Council and District Health Board 

nominations close.

September 20-23

■■ Voting documents posted out.  

Saturday, October 12

■■ Voting closes. 

Thursday, October 17

■■ Declaration of results.

Monday, October 21

■■ Public notice of declaration.

Tuesday, October 22

■■ Elected members come into office.

Lecture series marks historic anniversaries

Time to engage in political process and exercise democratic right

enrol and vote: Ngati Porou pakeke Papa Nolan Raihania believes iwi members 
should exercise their democratic right to vote as well as studying up on civics. He 
also says it would be more effective to be on the inside advocating on our behalf, 
instead of shooting missiles from the outside. Papa Nolan pictured at the official 
blessing of C Company House site yesterday.  Picture by TRONPnui



A showcase of Nati news

NPEC women aim 
for Rio de Janeiro

Trish hina has a vision for women’s rugby on the Coast. 
it not only involves wearing the sky blue colours in front of a 
deafening home crowd at Whakarua Park, but it also entails 
playing in one of the colossal grand stadiums in rio de 
Janeiro. 

in her day job Trish is a social worker in schools kaimahi 
for Te runanganui o Ngati Porou. in her other mahi she is first 
five centre and coach of the Ngati Porou East Coast women’s 
rugby team. 

Trish, alongside Amoe Tarsau (2nd five centre/team 
manager) have recently established a NPEC Womens’ 
development squad, and have embarked on an ambitious plan 
to achieve their overall vision. Amoe also works as a kaimahi 
for the runanganui in the youth services team.

For both wahine supporting rangatahi is not just a 
professional occupation, but one they nurture in their personal 
lives using sport as a platform. 

Four sporting codes in particular  played a huge part in 
Trish’s life growing up as a young person. As a 16-year-old she 
represented New Zealand in softball as a Junior NZ White sox 
player. The following year she pulled on the national colours 
for the Kiwi Ferns Women’s League team (in which her team 
subsequently won three world cups). she has also represented 
the country in touch, and in 2010 was part of the Black Ferns 
who won the Women’s rugby World Cup. 

rugby is the sport she is most passionate about and wants 

to use her experiences and knowledge to develop women’s 
rugby in the region. 

“i want to help provide the same opportunities for 
our young females that i had. When you play at a top 
representative level you have access to scholarships to study 
and play overseas, and also companies want to hire you. 

“Gisborne hasn’t had rugby for a few years now, but there 
are so many opportunities for women right now, this region is 
missing out.” 

in late June Trish and Amoe called a muster for interested 
players, and this drew an overwhelming response which has 
grown over the past two months. The age of the players range 
from 15 to 48 and trainings are held twice a week — one in 
Gisborne and one in ruatoria.

 Trish says for many it is the first time they have touched 
a rugby ball, but because the majority of the squad are 
teenagers, they can learn good habits. 

“These girls are the future of women’s rugby and they are 
showing a huge commitment. Their parents are also really 
supportive, and have been helping us out. 

“We had a trial game a last week, just to see how we were 
progressing and 35 players turned up. As a result we have 
had to create two teams for the Bay of Plenty competition we 
recently started  entering every sunday.” 

This competition is part of the NPEC Women’s rugby 
development squad long-term game plan. Over an eight week 
period they will travel across to the Bay of Plenty region, with 
the goal of making the finals at the end of september. 

Another component of this plan is to create a NPEC 

Women’s sevens rugby team to play in a tournament from 
November to January. 

“Because sevens has been recognised as an Olympic 
sport, we will be choosing 12 girls to represent our region in 
a North island tournament over the summer. By participating 
in these events it will not only improve our girls’ skills and 
confidence, it will also expose them to possible selection by 
the New Zealand Women’s sevens team for the 2016 Olympics 
in rio, or the Black Ferns. 

“The national selectors will be at the tournament, and our 
aim is to make it into the top three for the sevens nationals in 
rotorua.”

The women’s team are currently supported by Te 
runanganui o Ngati Porou and the East Coast rugby Union, 
but would like to seek support from other sponsors to 
help achieve their objectives of national and inter-national 
representation, as well as developing rugby at a primary, 
secondary school and senior women’s level within the region. 

“Eventually we would like to have the same recognition as 
the men,” says Trish.

“Our goal is to have a NPEC Women’s team that travels 
around the country representing our iwi. For any Nati there 
is nothing that can replace the pride of playing for your own 
tribe, not even wearing the All Blacks or the Black Ferns 
jerseys.” 
•	 On september 7 at Whakarua Park, the NPEC Women’s 

rugby Team will play Opotiki as the curtain raiser for 
the NPEC heartland’s team home game. The team invite 
everyone to come and watch their game and support their 
kaupapa.

Support NPEC women’s rugby
We need your support with: 
■■ Travel expenses to and from the Bay of Plenty 

competition;
■■ Tracksuits for the squad;
■■ Playing uniform for the squad
■■ Equipment to train with;
■■ First Aid Kit;
■■ Entry fees for 7s tournaments;
■■ Travel and accommodation expenses for 7s 

tournaments.
Benefits for sponsors:
■■ You have the opportunity to be part of this great 

initiative;
■■ Live Sky TV coverage of the 7s tournaments held in 

Palmerston North and Rotorua;
■■ Live Sky TV coverage of the women’s NPC competition 

final;
■■ Free entry to our home games which are curtain-

raisers to our Heartland Men’s team;
■■ Promotion of your business in media interviews;
■■ Business banners on display at our games.

For more info contact Amoe Tarsau: 
021 807 868 or atarsau@tronp.org.nz

in action: First five centre and coach of the Ngati Porou 
East Coast women’s rugby team Trish Hina (above) and 
Cheyenne Ngerengere (below) playing against Mount 
Maunganui.  Pictures supplied

‘ I want to help provide the same 
opportunities for our young females 
that I had. When you play at a top 
representative level you have access to 
scholarships to study and play overseas, 
and also companies want to hire you ’  
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