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New law benefits 
all our tamariki

THE end of the school 
year marks the beginning 
of a busy period for many 
whanau, as they hit the road 
to visit relatives and attend 
various summer events on 
offer. 

A new legislative change 
which came into effect 
recently, is intended to 
improve the safety of 
tamariki travelling. 

As of November 1 it is 
mandatory for all children 
aged under the age of seven 
to be placed in approved 
car restraints when they 
are passengers in a vehicle. 
Before this date the law only 
applied to tamariki aged 
under the age of 5. 

Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou community injury 
prevention co-ordinator 
Tarling Roberts says whanau 
need to be aware of the new 
law, which was created for 
the benefit of all 
our tamariki. 

A significant 
part of Tarling’s  
mahi involves 
promoting road 
safety, which 
includes running 
an affordable 
car seat scheme 
for families with 
children. 

She recently 
conducted 
workshops about 
the new law with 
Whanau Whanui 
Kohanga in Tolaga Bay and 
Te Aotawarirangi Kohanga 
Reo in Waima. 

The whanau and kaiako of 
these kohanga were provided 
with a comprehensive 
understanding of the 
different types of car 
restraints available for 
their children, and had the 
opportunity to find out if the 
products they had bought 
met official compliance 
regulations. 

 “If any whanau has 
concerns or questions about 
the new law,” says Tarling, 
“or want to ensure that 
their child is being correctly 

secured, please get in touch 
with me for a korero. 

“I am a qualified car 
restraint technician, and 
find it’s best if I can sight 
the child to ensure that their 
seat is the most appropriate 

fit for them. If 
you are going to 
buy your child’s 
restraint from 
a retail outlet, 
make sure that 
the seats they 
sell meet New 
Zealand safety 
standards. 

“You can 
find out what 
these are by 
looking on the 
Land Transport 
Safety Authority 
website, or by 

giving me a ring. I have 
come across a few child car 
restraints recently that do 
not meet official regulations.”

Tarling also recommends 
that anchor bolts, which are 
used in some instances to 
secure booster car restraints, 
are installed by qualified 
professionals. 

“I wouldn’t advise asking 
dad, uncle or papa to do this. 
Instead find a good mechanic 
who knows where the stress 
points are inside a vehicle.” 

Kohi Coleman, the kaiako 
for Te Ao Tawarirangi 
Kohanga Reo, says she found 
Tarling’s workshop very 

informative. 
“It was really excellent 

and everyone was asking 
questions. We need more 
of these kinds of classes to 
help create awareness in our 
community.

“I think the new law 
change is a good rule. Too 
many children are getting 
killed because they are not 
restrained properly. 

“We all talk about child 
abuse, but when we don’t 
buy our children the right 
kind of safety equipment for 
when they travel, that’s what 
I call child abuse. When the 
safety of our children is not a 
priority.” 

• To get in touch with Tarling 
Roberts contact Te Runanganui o 
Ngati Porou, Ruatoria office  
06 8649 004 or 021 873 045. 

Tarling provides affordable child 
car restraints at cost price, and 
can supply a reference for WINZ 
clients to help get an advance or 
loan to pay for a restraint.

INAUGURAL GRADUATES: 
Eight weeks of early morning starts culminated on 
Saturday December 7 with one day of physically and 
mentally demanding activities for graduates of the 
inaugural 2013 Atawhai programme. It is based on the 
Cactus boot camp-style courses and is the initiative 
of Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and the New Zealand 
Police, in collaboration with the army, fire service and 
community volunteers such as the Maori Wardens. Thirty-
five students from Ilminster Intermediate and Waikirikiri 
School enrolled in the first intake of Atawhai and to 
qualify for graduation had to complete “The Longest Day” 
— a series of challenging tasks over a six-hour period. 
Thirty of the original intake completed this final challenge, 
which included carrying heavy equipment to the top of 
Kaiti Hill, carrying logs from the base of the hill to Anzac 
Park and pulling a fire truck down Gladstone Road. The 
Longest Day was followed by a special dinner where all 
kaikorero spoke of how proud they were of the students 
and thanked the students’ whanau and the many 
volunteers for their support of the Atawhai kaupapa. 
TRONPnui chairman Dr Apirana Mahuika also confirmed 
his support for the continuation of the programme in 
2014. In addition to presenting certificates to all the 
graduates, special prizes were also awarded. The 
graduates were joined by their whanau, representatives 
from the armed services, government, kura and 
community including Atawhai instructor Ben Green, 
Mayor Meng Foon, Minister of Police Honorary Anne 
Tolley, TRONPnui Chairman Dr Apirana Mahuika, Gisborne 
police area commander inspector Sam Aberahama and 
Atawhai co-ordinator constable Whiti Timutumu. 

AWARD RECIPIENTS: Taylor Jones, Te Toa o Atawhai (sponsored by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou & JN 
Williams Trust); Maru Kawana, top student from Ilminster Intermediate (sponsored by Minister of Police Anne 
Tolley); Tainui Maxwell, top student from Waikirikiri School (sponsored by Pakihiroa Farms); Billyjo Kipa, top 
fitness award (sponsored by NZ Fire Service, Gisborne Station); Eritateta Ngaro, most improved student 
(sponsored by Tairawhiti Police); Ernest Betham and Kayla Tane, best volunteer (sponsored by Ngati Porou 
Fisheries).

ROAD SAFETY: Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou community 
injury prevention co-ordinator Tarling Roberts held a 
workshop about the new child restraint law for the whanau 
and kaiako of Te Ao Tawarirangi Kohanga Reo in Waima, 
Tokomaru Bay. 

COSTS: 
■■ Full booster seat 

(five years and older): $90
■■ Half booster seat  

(five years and older): $65
■■ Convertible seat  

(0 to four years): up to 
$200.‘ When we don’t 

buy our children 
the right kind of 
safety equipment 
for when they 
travel, that’s what 
I call child abuse. 
When the safety 
of our children is 
not a priority ’   

Child restraint safety highlighted ahead of holidays

WHILE Christmas is often perceived as a 
time of celebration and whanau togetherness, 
the festive season can also be highly 
stressful for some. Financial and domestic 
issues can be intensified over this period, 
creating a pressure cooker environment 
which can lead to physical and psychological 
abuse. 

As part of the White Ribbon 16 Days 
of Action, which began on November 25, 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Tairawhiti 
Women’s Refuge and Ngati Porou Hapu 
Social Services committee supported hikoi 
which were held in Tairawhiti. 

One of these hikoi was organised by 
Waipiro Bay and Te Puia Springs community 
social services committee, which began 
at Kiekie Marae, Waipiro and finished at Te 
Puia Springs. They were joined by Maori 
Party co-leader Te Ururoa Flavell, and met 
up with the members of Tokomaru Bay hapu 
social services committee who completed 
their own hikoi. Matakaoa and Tolaga Bay 
Social Services committees also organised 
activities. 

Over the past few years the Tikitiki Hapu 
Social Services group has organised 
an annual White Ribbon Hikoi for their 
community, also supported by Rangitukia 
Social Services group, as part of their anti-
violence initiatives. They are members of the 
Ngati Porou Hapu Social Services committee, 
and, along with other hapu community 
groups, were independently established 
to provide social service support for their 
respective communities. 

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou helps assist 
these roopu with their activities, and provides 
governance support to the wider Ngati Porou 
Social Services committee. 

Ginny Dawn Reedy is the co-ordinator of 
the Tikitiki Social Services committee and 
says this year they decided to make their 
hikoi more interesting after listening to a 
korero from a representative of the Women’s 
Refuge. 

“Usually we walk from Rangitukia to Rahui 

Marae in Tikitiki, but this time we walked 
along the state highway from the Waiapu RSA 
in Tikitiki to Tinatoka Marae.” 

Almost 50 participants took part in the 
hikoi, with the youngest aged three and the 
oldest in their 70s. It took two-and-a-quarter 
hours for the entire roopu to complete their 
10.5km journey, which included a brief break 
at McNeills Road for morning tea, ending 
with a korero and a lunch put on by Tinatoka 
Marae committee. 

“I only heard positive comments from those 
who took part, and many want to do the same 
walk again,” says Ginny. 

“In terms of raising awareness about the 
issue of family violence, I think our hikoi was 
a success. It stimulated conversations about 
the issue amongst the participants, and in 
fact by the time they finished the walk some 
people were all talked out. 

“To my knowledge our area is not renowned 
for this issue, but that does not mean we 
should not address it as a community. 
Violence has an impact across the board, 
and affects not only women but also tamariki, 
fathers and kaumatua. This year we had two 
men support our walk, but it would be nice if 
next year we had more.” 

Josie Tangaere, is a kaiarahi for Whanau 
Oranga the social services arm of Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou. In her role Josie 
is responsible for managing a broad range 
of social services contracts, which includes 
supporting the mahi of the Ngati Porou Hapu 
Social services committee. 

Josie says the collaboration with the 
Women’s Refuge and Hapu Social Service 
groups helped highlight an important 
message for whanau as we head into the 
holiday season. 

“Violence is not OK, and is no longer 
acceptable within our communities. If you 
know someone who is being frightened or 
intimidated by the behaviour of someone 
else, contact one of our kaimahi from Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou who can refer you 
to the appropriate person who can help.” 

DAY OF ACTION: The Tikitiki and Rangitukia social services committees 
supported one of many White Ribbon Hikoi held last month. The group of 
almost 50 participants walked 10.5km from the Waiapu RSA in Tikitiki to 
Tinatoka Marae. 

Showing support 
for White Ribbon
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A showcase of Nati news

‘It’s about putting kai on the table’
PICTURE this corporate scene from 

our recent AGM. Set up outside the 
wharenui is a long table covered with 
stacks of Annual Reports, each stack 
firmly held in place by a weighty hangi 
stone sitting on top. The hangi stones 
stand stoic; defying the blustery wind 
threatening to scatter the glossy reports 
across the marae. 

It’s a beautiful image; highly symbolic, 
entirely practical and so apt. It is so 
fitting because in the end, in its simplest 
form, the annual report is ultimately 
about putting kai on the table. The 
scene is a delicious reminder of that 
fundamental reality. 

At the end of November we had our 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou AGM at 
Hinemaurea Marae in Hicks Bay. 

It was a beautiful day, a great turnout 
and a good hui.

 Every seat in the wharenui was taken 
and the over-flow was seated in the 
marque outside. A large screen was set 
up in the wharenui, as well as a large 
plasma TV set up for those outside.

A good sound system and hand-held 
microphones were available for people to 
ask questions. 

People were comfortable; they could see 
and hear what was happening, and they 
could ask questions. 

And yes there was kai on the table — 
literally and figuratively.  

Radio Ngati Porou broadcasted the hui, 
giving Natis anywhere the opportunity to 
listen to it live on the internet. 

One Nati from Auckland contacted us 
to say that in the past she had never 
really been interested but this year 
she tuned into the AGM broadcast and 
listened to it from start to finish. 

Furthermore she said it was so 
interesting that she is thinking about 
attending the AGM next year.  

It is a long way to travel to Hicks 
Bay so the turnout reflects the extent of 
people’s interest and desire to know what 
is happening coupled with a desire to be 
involved.  

People travelled from all over the North 
Island to be there. One man came up 
to me after the meeting and introduced 
himself. His whanau are from Te Araroa 
but he is based in Australia and came 

across for the hui. 
That is an indication of the growing 

level of interest and desire to connect. 

WHILE I am on the subject of 
connecting, we produce another 
publication designed for that purpose; 
Nati Link, connecting our iwi.

The November publication is stacked 
full of stuff about things that are 
happening in our patch with our people.  
It’s a good read — 32 pages of stories on 
things like: 

• Ngati 2degrees launch — a great deal 
for Ngati Porou.

• Marae grants.
• The graduation at Tikapa for the 

group doing carpentry apprenticeship 
training.

• Nga Tohu Reo Maori Awards — 
prominently featuring Radio Ngati 
Porou.

• Discussions around the Tronpnui Board 
table: Find out what they talk about.

• The strategic plan.
• Toitu Ngati Porou. 
• The Atawhai programme working with 

kids at Illminster intermediate in Kaiti.
• The Ngata Lectures.
• Te Rangitawaea Festival.
• Whanau Oranga and a host of 

wonderful activities they’re involved in.
• Ngati Porou Hauora.
• Ngati Porou East Coast women’s rugby.

There is a lot of uplifting and inspiring 
information in this edition. 

You can access it by going to the web 
site: www.ngatiporou.com and then 
clicking on the Nati Link box.

Two days after it was released we 
received feedback from a Nati living in 
London.

She said, “I wanted to let you know 
how fantastic this issue is. It is great to 
see the publication celebrate a range of 
initiatives and achievements of Ngati 
Porou whanau whanui. I’m looking 
forward to the next issue!” 

That is awesome, that is connecting. We 
want to reach and be accessible to Ngati 
Porou wherever they are. Stay connected 
and connect others.
Teepa Wawatai 
Chief executive officer
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 

NGATI LINK: The 2013 Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou AGM concluded inside the 
wharekai at Hinemaurea marae with a beautiful hakari (feast). The distinguished 
manuhiri sitting at the top table (above) were Ngati Porou pakeke over the age of 80. 
Hangi stones provided both a symbolic and practical device for the AGM publication 
table (left), which was a popular attraction for attendees. 

GREAT TURNOUT: Over 250 people attended the AGM held at Hinemaurea Marae 
in Wharekahika (Hicks Bay), on Saturday, November 23. For those who could not 
fit inside the wharenui, Tuwhakairiora, they were seated outside seating under a 
marquee with their own sound and visual system. The AGM was also broadcast on 
Radio Ngati Porou live for those who could not make it to Hicks Bay. 

2014 Hikurangi 
Dawn Ceremony 
Wednesday 1st January 

To be part of this special experience visit www.ngatiporou.com 
or contact: Paora Brooking, Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou

06 8649 004 or  021 865 316, Email: pbrooking@tronp.org.nz

2014 Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Festival
(aka Pa Wars)
Friday 3rd January

Hatea-a-rangi Domain, 
Tokomaru Bay

Contact Leeanne Morice • mob  021 871 829 • email: lmorice@tronp.org.nz or 
Hiria Shaw, mob 021 864 209 • email: hshaw@tronp.org.nz for more info. 
Or visit the Ngati Porou Sports Festival “Pa Wars” page on Facebook 
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