
Tomorrow will be the 
first anniversary of the day 
Treaty settlement assets were 
transferred from the Crown to 
Te runanganui o Ngati Porou 
(TroNPnui). 

The Deed of Settlement 
with the Crown was signed on 
December 22, 2010, the Ngati 
Porou Settlement Act passed its 
first reading on march 29, 2012 
and received royal assent on 
may 7, 2012.

In terms of some 
of the requirements 
of this deal, Te 
runanganui has 
made tremendous 
strides forward in 
the implementation 
of the “Deed”.

It has taken 
many years of 
hard work and 
commitment to 
reach and achieve 
the goals so far 
attained. 

Te runanga 
o Ngati Porou 
(TroNP) was able to access 
funds to progress Ngati Porou’s 
claims by using its own meagre 
resources to complement those 
from external sources. 

Prior to the Deed of 
Settlement, TroNP set up the 
Ngati Porou Hauora, which 
currently engages about 200, all 
of whom affiliate to Ngati Porou.  

A similar situation is Ngati 
Porou whanui Forests Ltd, the 
genesis of which came from 
TroNP members and radio 
Ngati Porou, another one of 
these initiatives which employs 
many of our people.

Two farms were purchased by 
TroNP as the starting point for 
the regaining of lands alienated 
from the tribe.

one of these of course is 
Pakihiroa Station, part of 
which is mt Hikurangi. It took 
10 years to have the whole 
mountain vested back in Ngati 
Porou.

The shareholders of these two 
farms (Pakihiroa and Puanga 
Station) and others acquired in 
the future, are all those of Ngati 
Porou descent. The purchase 
of these farms has revived the 
mana tangata, mana whenua, 
turanga waewae and ahi ka 
rights of those who have lost 
these by alienation of whatever 
kind.

our Fisheries Company has 
seen the establishment of the 

Iwi Collective Partnership in 
Fisheries of whom 17 other iwi 
are now members.

In 2007, this company had a 
capital valuation of $1.4 million 
and growing.  In 2010 this grew 
to $34m.

Through finances from 
fisheries and other sources, 
TroNP and now TroNPnui, 
has been able to fund a range 
of cultural activities including: 

the annual Ngata 
Lecture Series; 
Ngati Porou 
Cultural Festival; 
Pa wars; Ngati 
Poroutanga 
Day and Te 
rangitawaea 
Annual IT 
competition within 
all Ngati Porou 
Schools.

Besides the 
above, sponsorship 
has been made to 
individual Ngati 
Porou up and 
down the country, 

whether these be in sports; 
academic and other pursuits. 

TroNPnui (and TroNP 
before it) has sponsored Ngati 
Porou East Coast rugby, and 
we are currently looking at how 
we can engage more with the 
Ngati Porou East Coast Union, 
in order to look at rugby at all 
levels. 

Ngati Porou Award in 
schools has been a long term 
commitment by TroNP to all 
schools in Ngati Porou and the 
support has been both from the 
schools and their communities. 

All of these achievements 
came as a result of hard work, 
over many years, and the 
beneficiaries are to all those 
who affiliate to Ngati Porou.

we have continued to explore 
other avenues where further 
benefits for the tribe can 
be achieved, because being 
proactive will ensure that the 
positive outcomes will become 
an intergenerational hallmark 
for the future leaders of our 
tribe and that in turn will result 
in positive outcomes going 
forward.

To date our Ngati Porou farm 
company, Pakihiroa Farms Ltd, 
is working alongside whanau 
farms experiencing difficulties. 
once one farm has been rescued, 
others in like circumstances will 
be addressed. 

A strong relationship between 

large and small holdings is 
being developed to achieve the 
most appropriate and economic 
utilisation projects so on the one 
hand, their land can meet their 
responsibilities, and, on the 

other, retain our people on their 
land and within their whanau/
hapu communities.

This is work in progress.
we have an excellent 

relationship with Eastern 
Institute of Technology (EIT) 
with whom we are working 
closely to realise a full trade 
training scheme covering 
building, plumbing and 
electricians. we have started 
with the carpentry course.

Another aspect of our EIT 
relationship is of course in other 
areas of education and training. 

Exploring other training 
courses with other institutions 
like massey and waikato 
Universities feature on 
our radar because of the 
contributions they can provide 
to our growth and development 
as Ngati Porou.

Education and training for the 
development and sustainability 
of our tribal assets and 
resources is paramount.

Science is an area we have 
been engaged in for some time 
now, and, there is hope that 
sometime soon, Ngati Porou 
in association with others, 
can establish its own Science 
Innovation Technology Unit.

TroNP and TroNPnui, 
have been able to achieve 
these outcomes because our 
whole vision is not TroNP or 

TroNPnui, but Ngati Porou. 
To this end, both TroNP 

and TroNPnui has the task of 
providing leadership to effect 
change using science and other 
means. 

Every financial investment 
we make has to be balanced 
with opportunities to grow our 
people.  we have done this and 
will continue to do so.

Finally, we have talented, 
highly educated and trained 
professionals (all of whom are 
Ngati Porou) at the forefront 
of our businesses. Together, we 
have a common philosophy viz:

“To do nothing is to get 
nothing!

“To do something is to achieve 
something!”

what I have provided here is 
a mere sketch of a longer and 
more comprehensive story of 
growth and development, which 
will shortly see the light of day 
once our story is written. 

Currently we employ 
hundreds of our people, who but 
for our progress, would have 
remained unemployed.

TroNPnui and Ngati Porou 
can only be judged on what it 
has or has not done.

Kia ora,
Dr Apirana mahuika
Chairman
Te runanganui o Ngati Porou

Ngati Porou and its future

cultural activities: 
The Ngati Porou Inter-
Marae Sports festival 
(above) is an annual event 
which attracts the biggest 
gathering of Ngati Porou 
people in the world. Other 
cultural events supported 
by Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou include the annual 
Ngata Memorial Lectures, 
the Nati Awards  and the 
Hui Taurima festival.  
 TRONPnui photos

GrOwth and develOpment: Ngati Porou Seafood Group is one of the commercial subsidiaries 
established by Te Runanga o Ngati Porou. The company has offices, a processing factory and a retail 
store situated on The Esplanade in Gisborne. 

siGned and sealed: 
Te Runanganui o Ngati 

Porou legal counsel James 
Johnston, TRONPnui 
Chairman, Dr Apirana 

Mahuika, and TRONPnui  
Deputy Chairman Selwyn 

Parata at the signing of 
the Deed of Settlement in 

December 2010. On March 
29, 2012 the Ngati Porou 

Claims Settlement Bill 
passed its third reading 

in Parliament, and a 
new era of Ngati Porou 

development was to begin.

‘ Being proactive 
will ensure that the 
positive outcomes 
will become an 
intergenerational 
hallmark for the 
future leaders of 
our tribe and that 
in turn will result in 
positive outcomes 
going forward ’  

Articles compiled by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou



Ko te whenua te waiu  
mo nga uri whakatipu.

The land will provide sustenance 
for future generations. 

Maori land owners had the 
opportunity to express their ideas to a 
panel charged with the responsibility of 
reviewing the legal mechanisms which 
underpin Maori land tenure at a hui held 
in Tokomaru Bay last week.

Within the East Coast region 
approximately 30,000 hectares of whenua 
is made up of Ngati Porou/Maori-owned 
land. 

Two decades ago the Te Ture Whenua 
Maori act (TTWMa) 1993 was passed 
in Parliament, and last year the 
government appointed an independent 
panel to review this legislation. 

The objective of the review was to help 
empower Maori land owners to achieve 
their aspirations, while enabling the 
better utilisation of their land. 

recent statistics have shown that 
although 20 percent of Maori land is 
well-developed with potential for further 
growth, 80 percent is currently under-
utilised or may be under-performing. 

after reviewing extensive research on 
the subject and meeting with selected 
stakeholders the panel came up with 
a discussion document which was 
presented to those who attended the 
Tokomaru Bay hui. 

  Five propositions are outlined in 
the report which addresses some of the 
issues faced by Maori land owners. 

These issues were identified by 
the panel as: 
empowerment, 
engagement, 
governance, 
institutions and 
fragmentation. 

among the 
korero discussed 
by participants at 
the hui included 
kaupapa familiar 
to many. 

The difficulties of 
obtaining concensus among shareholders 
and compounding fragmentation were 
mentioned.  

Dr apirana Mahuika, chairman of Te 
runanganui o Ngati Porou attended the 
hui, and a submission was tabled by his 
lawyer James Johnston. 

Mr Johnston also spoke to the 
submission which commented on the 5 
propositions by the review Panel.

Dr Mahuika believes the review has 
been long overdue, and has the potential 
to empower landowners to make 

decisions affecting their lands. 
“Many have spoken often about the 

current law, and this review is the 
opportunity for them to raise those 
concerns. We are now in a different 
time where our farming practices and 
technology are no longer those of the pre-
1900s and 1980s. 

“accordingly 
these differences 
should find some 
expressions in 
the review. Large 
holdings are not 
the only way 
forward in terms of 
land ultilisation.

“Currently we 
are exploring how 
the small and large 
blocks can co-exist 

together, and therefore provide benefits 
to the land owner of these lands. 

“The relationships between the small 
and large blocks will ensure the retention 
of lands to owners. as a consequence of 
this relationship it becomes obligatory on 
us to establish effective land use projects 
on our lands which in turn, ensures 
benefits to owners that will enable them 
to meet their responsibilities — whatever 
these may be.”

ingrid Collins, the Chairperson of 
Whangara B 5 incorporation also 

attended the hui and was involved as 
part of a wider working group led by Ta 
Henare Ngata during the late 1980s and 
the early 1990s in the formation of the Te 
Ture Whenua legislation. 

 “i congratulate the work Matanuku 
Mahuika (chairperson of TTWMa review 
Panel) and his committee have done on 
this document. 

“Having been involved in the creation 
of the legislation, i know it is not a task 
that can be done overnight. But it is now 
time to bring us into the new century, 
and many advances have been made by 
various Trusts and incorporations. 

“it is also time to release some of 
the constraints that the legislation 
has encroached on them. Parts of the 
proposals have given us a view of how 
that may be achieved.”

• Submissions are currently being 
sought by the review Panel about 
their discussion document. Written 
submissions are due by Friday, May 17. 
To obtain a copy of the report contact the 
Te Puni Kokiri office in Gisborne or visit 
their website www.tpk.govt.nz. 

• ingrid Collins is interested in 
working with other interested Maori land 
owners within the Tairawhiti region to 
create submissions to the review Panel. 
She can be contacted on  0274 408 580. 

under review
The Te Ture Whenua Maori Act 
1993 Review Panel Propositions.

■■ Proposition 1: Utilisation of Maori 
land should be able to be determined 
by a majority of engaged owners.  
An engaged owner is defined as an 
owner who has actively demonstrated 
their commitment to their ownership 
interest by exercising a vote either in 
person or by proxy or nominee.  
Engaged owners should be able to 
make decisions (excluding sale or 
other permanent disposition) without 
the need for endorsement by the 
Maori Land Court.

■■ Proposition 2: All Maori land should 
be capable of utilisation and effective 
administration. 
Where owners are either not engaged 
or are unable to be located, an 
external manager or administrator 
may be appointed to manage under-
utilised Maori land. 
The Maori Land Court should have 
a role in approving the appointment 
and retaining oversight of external 
administrators.

■■ Proposition 3: Maori land should 
have effective, fit for purpose, 
governance. 
The duties and obligations of trustees 
and other governance bodies who 
administer or manage Maori land 
should be aligned with the laws that 
apply to general land and corporate 
bodies.  
There should be greater consistency 
in the rules and processes associated 
with various types of governance 
structures.

■■ Proposition 4: There should be 
an enabling institutional framework 
to support owners of Maori land to 
make decisions and resolve any 
disputes. 
Disputes relating to Maori land 
should be referred to mediation in 
the first instance. Where the dispute 
remains unresolved following 
mediation, it may be determined by 
the Maori Land Court.

■■ Proposition 5: Excessive 
fragmentation of Maori land should 
be discouraged. Succession to Maori 
land should be simplified.  
A register should be maintained to 
record the names and whakapapa of 
all interests in Maori land, regardless 
of size.

TTWMA review set to help 
empower Maori land owners

discussion document: Left to right, two members of the review panel,  
Dion Tuuta and Matanuku Mahuika were present at the hui at Pakirikiri Marae, and 
they were supported by Wayne Bettjeman from Ministry for Primary Industries and 
Jason Clarke from Te Puni Kokiri.  TRONPnui photo

‘ It is also time to release 
some of the constraints that 
the legislation has encroached 
on them. Parts of the proposals 
have given us a view of how that 
may be achieved ’ — Ingrid Collins, Whangara B5 Incorp

A showcase of Nati news


	Nati Pages Part 1 May 2013
	Nati Pages Part 2 May 2013

