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Stand up for your rights
Forty years ago revered 

musical icon Bob Marley 
composed the lyrics to a song 
which would become an anthem 
to young people all over the 
world. 

“Get up, Stand Up” provides 
a rousing call to arms for 
rangatahi to overcome political 
apathy and indifference, and 
take action about kaupapa that 
matters most to them. 

the upcoming Gisborne 
District Council and tairawhiti 
Health Board elections provide  
an opportunity for everyone to 
take a stand and exercise their 
democratic rights. 

However you may know of  
whanau members who have not 
enrolled, and show little interest 
in participating in local politics.  
or they may feel that the 
political system is too daunting 
and complicated a process to be 
a part of. 

to help educate more people 
about how they can participate  
in the upcoming local elections,  
six commonly asked questions 
about this process have been 
prepared. 

By voting in this year’s 
elections, everyone has the power 
to take action, and help influence 
and affect positive change in 
their communities. By enrolling 
and voting everyone can also 
move beyond only talking about 
the issues which concern them, 
to actually doing something 
about it.  

DO I NEED TO ENROL TO BE 
ELIGIBLE TO VOTE? 

Ae. you need to be enrolled 
on the Parliamentary Electoral 
roll to vote in the 2013 Local 
Elections. 

If you are not on the roll or 
need to check or update your 
contact information:
• fill in the appropriate form at 

any Post Shop;
• ring 0800 ENroL NoW (0800 
36 76 56); or
• visit the elections website www.
elections.org.nz 

AM I TOO LATE TO ENROL? 
Kao. Everyone who was 

correctly enrolled by Friday, 
August 16, 2013 will get their 
voting documents for this year’s 
local elections posted to them in 
the mail. 

For those that did not, you are 
still eligible to vote but will need 
to ask for a Special Voting Pack: 
• by ringing your local council 
electoral officer on 0800 922 822;
• or popping down to the 
Gisborne District Council office 
or te Puia Springs Service 
centre. 

CAN  MY RELATIONS IN AUSSIE 
VOTE TOO?  

Ae, although this depends 
on how long they have lived in 
Australia and if they are New 
Zealand citizens. 

If they are enrolled on the New 
Zealand Parliamentary Electoral 
roll, and they have been in New 
Zealand at any point in the past 
three years they could be eligible.

to make sure they are eligible, 
they can visit the website  
www.elections.org.nz and go 
to the Enrol and Vote From 
overseas page for more info.

once they are correctly 
enrolled they will need to 
request a Special Voting pack by 
ringing the local council electoral 
officer from overseas on 0064-
9-973 5212 or emailing info@
electionservices.co.nz 

CAN MY RELATIONS WHO PAY 
THE RATES AT HOME, BUT LIVE 
SOMEWHERE ELSE VOTE AS 
WELL? 

Ae. As long as they are enrolled 
on the electoral roll and are 

registered on the non-residential 
ratepayer electoral roll. 

the non-residential ratepayer 
roll is a list of people who own 
property within a local council 
area but who usually live outside 
this. For example if they have 
a holiday home, business or 
whanau land in Hicks Bay but 
normally live in Wellington.

Electors on this roll are able to 
vote in the local council area in 
which they usually live (and are 
enrolled to vote in) and for the 
local council area where they are 
registered on the ratepayer roll. 

to go on the ratepayer roll (or 
check their details) they need to 
ring the local council electoral 
officer on 0800 922 822 or email: 
info@electionservices.co.nz they 
will also have to request a special 
voting document be sent to them 
as well. 

ARE THERE TWO DIFFERENT 
WAYS TO VOTE IN THESE 
ELECTIONS?

Ae. In the Gisborne local body 
elections two electoral systems 
are used. to vote for council 
candidates First-Past-the-Post 
(FPP) is used. to vote for district 
health board candidates Single 
transferable Voting (StV) is 
used. 

First-Past-the-Post (FPP)
Electors vote by putting a 

tick next to the name of the 
candidate(s) you wish to vote for. 
the successful candidate is the 
person who receives the most 
votes. this is the same system 
used for parliamentary elections.

Single Transferable Voting (STV)
Electors cast one vote 

regardless of the number of 
vacancies. this single vote is 
cast by ranking your preferred 
candidate with a “1”, then your 
second preferred candidate by a 

“2” and so on.
the candidate(s) are elected 

by reaching a vote quota based 
on the number of candidates and 
voters. First preference (1s) are 
counted. Candidates who reach 
the quota are elected. Surplus 
votes for these candidates are 
transferred according to voters’ 
second preferences. Candidates 
who reach the quota by including 
second preferences are elected. 
this process repeats until the 
required number of candidates 
are elected.

DO I HAVE TO GO TO A POLLING 
BOOTH TO VOTE? 

Kao. the local body elections 
are different to the general 

elections. Election documents will 
be sent out to eligible voters by 
post from Friday, September 20 
and need to be returned by post 
or be dropped off at the council 
office in Gisborne or at the te 
Puia Springs service centre by 
12noon Saturday, october 12.

If you are posting your 
documents back, make sure that 
you post them at least three or 
four days before the Saturday, so 
you don’t miss the deadline.  

If you need to cast a Special 
Vote and are running out of time 
to receive or send back your 
election documents, you may also 
be able to complete the entire 
process at the council office or 
service centre.

HANUERE 
January 1 2014:  

Hikurangi Dawn 
Ceremony 

January 3:  
Ngati Porou  

Inter-marae Sports 
Festival  (aka Pa 

Wars)  
Hatea a rangi 

domain, Tokomaru 
Bay 

HEPETEMA 
September 18:  

Te Rangitawaea 
Festival  

(aka Nati Awards)

 OKETOPA 
October 6, 7, 8 

Ngata Memorial 
Lectures 

October28:  
Labour Day 

TIHEMA 
December 25:  

Christmas Day 

December 26:  
Boxing Day 

 NOEMA 
November 23:  

Te Runanganui o 
Ngati Porou AGM 

NGATI POROU 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS



A showcase of Nati news

Anniversaries, book launch 
among lecture celebrations

Faith, culture, politics and history 
helped shape the world-view and 
life of ta apirana Ngata. this year’s 
programme for the lecture series 
named in his honour, reflects these 
formative influences and provides a 
valuable insight into the mind of Ngati 
Porou’s pre-eminent leader, scholar and 
politician. 

From Sunday, October 6 to tuesday, 
October 8 the ta apirana Ngata 
Memorial Lecture series will be held at 
Whakarua Park and Uepohatu Memorial 
hall in Ruatoria, and hinepare Marae in 
Rangitukia. 

the lectures were established in 
1983 and a special 30th anniversary 
programme has been compiled to mark 
the occasion this year.

among the activities planned are a 
book launch, a commemorative service 
and a retrospective look back over the 
lecture’s past three decades. 

On the first day the 70th anniversary 
of the presentation of the Victoria Cross 
to the parents of Second Lieutenant 
te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa Ngarimu will be 
observed. 

On October 6, 1943 over 7000 people 
attended the public investiture ceremony 
at Whakarua Park organised by ta 
apirana. 

Dr Monty Soutar and C Company 
veteran Nolan Raihania will be among 
the kaikorero who will speak during a 
commemorative service of this historic 
event. 

Descendants of the kapa haka roopu 
who originally performed at the occasion 
will also perform waiata and haka 
during the service. 

the next day the recently established 
toitu Ngati Porou Cultural Development 
trust will hold a hui and all tribal 
members are encouraged to participate.

in the evening, kaikorero representing 
members of te hahi Mihinare, will 

be led by archbishop Paraone turei, 
and deliver presentations about the 
relationship of te hahi and Ngati Porou. 
ta apirana was a staunch Mihinare and 
his faith was interwoven throughout his 
political and tribal achievements. 

On the last day hinepare Marae will 
host the day-time programme of the 
lectures. 

Dr Oliver Sutherland, a guest 
speaker at the 2011 lectures, will 

launch the biography he has written 
about his father ivan Sutherland — a 
contemporary and academic colleague 
of ta apirana. the publication provides 
another perspective of our revered Ngati 
Porou leader. 

Kaikorero during the final evening 
of the lectures will speak about Ngati 
Porou whakapapa, interweaving their 
presentations with highlights from the 
past 30 years of the lecture series. 

Sunday, OctOber 6
Venue: Whakarua Park, Ruatoria 

10am: Powhiri 

10.45am: Commemoration service to mark 70 
years since the presentation of the Victoria Cross 
to the parents of Second Lieutenant Te Moana-
nui-a-Kiwa Ngarimu.

Kaikorero: Dr Monty Soutar (Author of Nga 
Tamatoa: The Price of Citizenship), Nolan Raihania 
(Chairperson of Nga Taonga o Nga Tamatoa Trust/C 
Company Veteran) and Minister of Education, Hon 
Hekia Parata (chairperson of Ngarimu VC Scholarship 
Board). The service will also include performances by 
Te Hokowhitu a Tu, Te Aitanga a Hauiti, Te Whanau a 
Apanui and Hikurangi. 

1pm-2pm: Hakari
 
MOnday, OctOber 7
Venue: Uepohatu Memorial Hall, Ruatoria 

10am-1pm: Toitu Ngati Porou Cultural 
Development Trust Hui 

1pm: Lunch 

break/free time 

5.30pm-7.30pm: Ngati Porou and Te Hahi 
Mihinare

MC: Selwyn Parata. Kaikorero: Archbishop Brown 
Turei, Archdeacon Don Tamihere, Rev Pane Kawhia,
Rev Hirini Kaa and Rev John Tamahori.

7.30pm: Supper

tueSday, OctOber 8
Venue: Hinepare Marae, Rangitukia 

10.30am: Powhiri   

11am: Launch of Paikea: The Life of I.L.G. 
Sutherland by Dr Oliver Sutherland, followed by 
lunch

Free time

Venue: Uepohatu Memorial Hall, Ruatoria 

5.30pm-7.30pm: “Ngati Porou Whakapapa”

MC: Selwyn Parata. Kaikorero: Selwyn Parata, Sir 
Tamati Reedy and Dr Apirana Mahuika.

Lecture series programme

Over 500 entries 
for Nati awards

tOMORROW the blue carpet will once 
again be rolled out in Ruatoria for the 
2013 te Rangitawaea Festival, an annual 
event which has been running for almost 
a decade. 

Since 2004 the festival has showcased 
digital media creations produced by 
the Ngati Porou East Coast school 
community, and is the initiative of E tipu 
E Rea, the educational partnership of te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou and Ministry 
of Education. 

the festival is a celebration of 
technology, innovation and Ngati Porou 
culture and identity, and this year’s 
kaupapa is “Nga taonga tuku iho: 
treasures of Our ancestors”.

the one day event begins at Ngata 
Memorial College, with a wide range of 
activities for schools and the public to 
partake in. 

an iCt (information Communication 
technology) expo will feature 
technological exhibits by primary and 
secondary students. an iCt team 
challenge will also be held, testing the 
creative and digital media skills of 
students. 

this year’s challenge involves film-
making, social media promotion and 
singing Natioke style. 

Up and coming hip hop artist tipene, 
who had an underground online hit 
with his song, “West-side hori” will also 
perform at the festival.   

During the evening the festival 
moves to Uepohatu marae, where it 
will conclude with the prestigious Nati 
awards ceremony.  

the Nati awards are fiercely contested 
by the Ngati Porou East Coast school 
community, and among the 33 prizes 
which will be presented tomorrow night 
include Best Documentary, Best Music 
Video and Best animation. 

Over 534 entries were received from 14 
kura, and although several of the schools 
are seasoned veterans of the festival, for 
Wainui School this will be the first time 
they have entered the event. 

the te Rangitawaea Festival has 
nurtured and supported the development 
of many rangatahi throughout its history. 

One of this year’s short-film judges, 
Siobhan houkamau, is a former te 
Rangitawaea participant, and now works 
as a television editor for Cinco Cine 
productions in auckland. 

another te Rangitawaea alumni, 
Rapaera tawhai, is now a reporter for 
Maori news programme te Karere. 

the festival has also inspired other 
regions to create their own similar 
events, with Palmerston North’s  
Manawatu iCt awards based on the 
festival. 

a group of schools from the Far North 
have also been inspired by the festival 
and in recent years expressed an interest 
in participating as Nati awards entrants. 

the 2013 te Rangitawaea Festival is a 
free event open to the public. 

• For those unable to attend, a live 
webcast of the Nati awards ceremony 
will start at 5pm tomorrow on the te 
Rangitawaea website:  
www.terangitawaea.com 

historic event: Uepohatu Memorial Hall (pictured) and Whakarua Park will host 
this year’s 30th Anniversary Ta Apirana Ngata Memorial Lecture series in Ruatoria. 
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