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Ngati Porou whanui tonu, nga mihi o te tau hou pakeha 
kia koutou, otira kia tatou. Ratou kua wheturangitia, 
haere.  Ratou te hunga mate ki a ratou, ko tatou te 
hunga ora kia tatou, no reira tena tatou katoa.  

Yes, Nga Kohinga is back in circulation after a four 
month hiatus!  Ngati Porou organisations, including Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Ngati Porou Seafoods Ltd, 
Ngati Porou Hauora, Radio Ngati Porou and Ngati Porou 
Whanui Forests Ltd, fund and provide content for our 
magazine.  But the end of 2012 was hectic – a very busy 
time for all our organisations, whipped in to a frenzy of 
course, by Ngati Porou East Coast’s Meads Cup victory.  
To top that off,  Radio Ngati Porou’s rugby commentary 
team, Kahu Waitoa, Albie Gibson and Ken Eruera took 
out the Te Reo Para Whakawai Broadcasting trophy at 
the 2012 Maori Sports Awards.  

But it’s a new year and for those who witnessed the 
fi rst beautiful sunrise of 2013 on Mt Hikurangi, it has to 
be a sign of more good things to come for our people.  
We get to share the splendour of the new dawn in this 
issue.  The debate about whether the new CEO of Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou should be Ngati Porou or 
not, dominated Facebook prior to Christmas and the 
‘Nui’, in it’s wisdom, has decided to re-advertise the 
position.  There is an update of what’s happening with 
the ‘Nui’ and who is holding the reins until the new CEO 
is appointed.  When it looked like 2013 Pa Wars might 
not go ahead when Te Aitanga a Hauiti withdrew from 
hosting, Te Whanau a Ruataupare stepped in and 
pulled off a very successful day for the 2000 plus who 
attended.  We have a Pa Wars feature story which 
captures whakaaro from the organisers and participants.  
We take a look at Te Rohe, one of the fi rst land blocks 
to join Ngati Porou Whanui Forests and how it has 
benefi ted.   Everyone on the Coast looks forward to 
Jackie and the Real Fresh fi sh truck which travels from 
Gisborne to Hicks Bay selling fresh fi sh, kina, smoked 
salmon, fi sh heads and bait.  Ngati Porou Seafoods Ltd 
has further extended it’s operations to crayfi sh processing 
and there’s an update on what’s happening in the 
commercial crayfi sh industry.  There’s an article about 
our Archives and the development of a Ngati Porou 
Cultural Heritage Strategy.  But the highlight of this issue is 
a profi le of one our ‘unsung heroes’, Maryanne Crawford 
from Te Aitanga a Hauiti.  A typical multi-tasking, multi-
skilled Ngati Porou woman, Maryanne does everything 
from marriage counselling, to sober driving, to being a 
stand-in parent and advocating for a safer and healthier 
community.  Kei te mihi atu kia koe Maryanne mo au 
mahi mo te iwi.  We’d love to hear from you if you have 
a ‘Maryanne’ in your community.  In closing I’d like pay 
tribute to Victor Walker, who was Acting CEO of the ‘Nui’ 
and thank him for his contribution to Ngati Porou during 
his term.  Victor was actually a ‘casual’ announcer for 
Radio Ngati Porou turning up at our two radiothons fi rst 
thing in the morning to help kick them off as part of the 
morning announcing crew. Nga mihi nui e te tungane e 
Victor mo to tautoko i te Reo Irirangi, mo nga mahi ano 
hoki i oti i a koe mo te iwi.  On that positive note, have a 
great 2013 everyone and I hope you enjoy this issue of 
Nga Kohinga.    

Erana Keelan-Reedy
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A New Year, A New Dawn Celebrated by Ngati Porou

Hikurangi maunga is the highest non-volcanic mountain and the fourth highest mountain in the North Island. Its geology continues to
bemuse and defy geologic conventions, with general agreement only occurring with the acceptance of its rugged, steadfast
predominance. Something not too dissimilar from its people, the indomitable Ngati Porou, He iwi moke, He iwi whanoke.

“ Tera te Haeata takiri ana mai i runga o  Hikurangi” 
 (from the haka, “Kura Tiwaka Taua)

Twenty years after the fi rst offi cial gathering was held on Hikurangi maunga, Ngati Porou along with their 
guests and visitors from across the globe, assembled to greet the fi rst sunrise of the new year. 
The Hikurangi Dawn Ceremony was held just hours after the revelry of New Years Eve celebrations around 
the country.   But for those who abstained from any late night festivities (to ensure they arrived at the 
designated assembly point in the right frame of mind, spirit and most importantly on time), this small 
sacrifi ce was worth it. 
Te Runanga o Ngati Porou began organising these sojourns up the maunga in 1993, however the annual 
ceremony gained more prominence after the construction of Te Takapau o Maui -  nine spectacularly 
carved whakairo representing the life and times of our illustrious ancestor Maui . Sometimes described as 
the Stonehenge of the Pacifi c, these whakairo represent similar concepts to the Stonehenge of England. 
A convergence of natural world elements are refl ected in the carvings - the sun, the winds and points of 
the navigational compass; age old traditions celebrating the deeds and lives of  past deities and heroes.  
All combined into physical symbols that continue to mystify and inspire us. 
These towering works of art and cultural symbolism were fi rst unveiled to the world at the Millennium 
celebrations in the year 2000. Since then the celebration has become a popular addition to the ‘bucket 
list’ of personal things to achieve for Natis and non-Natis alike.  
Jamie Lambert was one of the fi fty ceremony participants waiting at four o’clock in the morning at the 
base of the mountain. After boarding the back of a fl at-deck truck it would be another 45 minutes uphill 
over a steep pot-holed track before reaching the carvings.  “Because I live so far away from home,” says 
the Te Awamutu based Jamie, “ I just wanted to come back and be a part of the ceremony. The sunrise 
was mean, but I nearly missed it because I was too busy watching the guys doing the haka “Ruamoko” 
instead.  I really enjoyed hearing the korero about the pou as well.” 
There were many young people like Jamie who decided to attend this year’s ceremony ahead of other 
options targeted at her demographic. “ I chose to come here instead of going to Rhythm  & Vines, 
because you can’t see the fi rst sunrise of the year, at any other place or at any other time. However you 
can go to a rage, anywhere or at any time. I think every Ngati Porou person should start their new year 
at least once in their lives on their ancestral maunga.”  
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Backrow( L-R) Jo Cairns with Marcus Cairns Edmonds, Alex Milner,
Ihipera Cairns-Edmonds, Sonny Milner. Front row ( l-r): Jonti Milner,
Helen Milner, Elton Milner, Jadey Girl Milner, Maddie Milner
Joanne Cairns travelled from Auckland to spend Christmas with
her family in  Ruatoria. “This year I wanted to give my children the
experience of ceremony so they know who they are and where
they come from, she says. “My eldest daughter loved it and it’s
something she will rememberfor a long time. I would encourage
whanau and young people to come back and experience
what we have experienced. It certainly puts you on the top of
the world.”

 The first sunrise of 2013 greets Hikurangi Dawn Ceremony participants. 

A large roopu of young visitors from Germany also 
attended the ceremony  and among them was 
Christoph Schole.  “We originally wanted to go up to 
the summit  to watch the sunrise, but  were invited 
to attend the ceremony instead. “ He agreed with 
Jamie about forgoing the popular music festival  in 
preference for a uniquely Ngati Porou experience.  
“We can party at home or anywhere around the 
world. But here we could encounter some of the 
culture of New Zealand.”  
Another large group of rangatahi who attended 
were 12 young Maori between the ages of 18 and 25 
from around the motu, who were embarking on the 
first day of a year long experience, Tuia Te Haerenga 
2013. Maxine Graham ( Waikato-Tainui/Te Arawa) 
says seeing the sunrise was the perfect way to start 
their journey of personal and cultural development. 
“Hikurangi is also  a place of significance and being 
here was great for setting up the foundations of  the 
haerenga. The korero about Maui being surrounded 
by his whanau was relevant to us as well, how he had 
support from his tupuna and other family members.”  
Maxine and the rest of her roopu did not descend 
down the mountain to join the rest of the Dawn 
Ceremony participants for a cooked breakfast at 
the Pakihiroa farm woolshed. However instead they 
continued to the summit, this time on foot.  During 
the parakuihi Selwyn Parata, Chairman of Pakihiroa 
Farms Ltd and Deputy Chairperson of Te Runanganui 
o Ngati Porou shared korero about the inner workings 
of the farm in which every Ngati Porou tribal member is a shareholder in. In 1990  Pakihiroa Station  was 
purchased by the Runanga and is situated on the maunga.  
Selwyn also acknowledged the tremendous effort and expertise of the Toihoukura Kaiwhakairo who 
under the leadership and tutorship of Derek Lardelli, created Te Takapau a Maui.  Derek will say however 
that, “they ( the Carvers)  were merely the instruments for the design, the Master-carvers were Maui 
himself.  Obviously not in person but in deed and in name and of course the maunga tapu,  Hikurangi”.
Paora Brooking, the Tourism Co-ordinator for Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, is  responsible for organising 

the event and also provides expeditions for visitors 
up the maunga. “It was good to have this year’s 
ceremony because this is the first time since 2010 
that we’ve been able to hold the event. The past 
two Dawn ceremonies were cancelled because of 
heavy rain, but this year the weather was perfect. 
I found this occasion to be nice and intimate, and 
our visitors had more of an opportunity to listen to 
the korero and ask questions. The sunrise was really 
beautiful as well.” 

For more  information about visiting Mount Hikurangi 
or Tourism Ngati Porou packages please contact:
Paora Brooking
Te Runanganui O Ngati Porou
Ruatoria        
 Ph 06 8649004 or 021865316
Email: info@tronp.org.nz
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It ‘s not every day a small iwi radio station from Ruatoria beats Maori Television to win a national 
Maori sports broadcasting award.  Then again it’s not every day the tribe’s darlings of rugby, Ngati 
Porou East Coast, win the Meads Cup.  The Meads Cup final, broadcast to world by Radio Ngati 
Porou’s rugby commentary team comprising Kahu Waitoa, Albie Gibson and Ken Eruera in a very 
unique Ngati Porou style, contributed to the team winning the 2012 Maori Sports Awards 2012 Te 
Reo Para Whakawai Broadcasting trophy.

“The Meads Cup final was the greatest comeback by any team in any sport that I have 
ever witnessed.  We were able to broadcast that comeback win in a way that captured the 
atmosphere of that heart stopping victory.  Great rugby which made for a great broadcast,” said 
commentator and Ngati Porou East Coast rugby legend himself, Kahu  Waitoa.

Radio Ngati Porou submitted three entries in to the Broadcasting section of the Maori Sports 
Awards.  The other entries included Radio Ngati Porou’s award winning sports show Game On, 
hosted by Ken Eruera and the East Coast Club Rugby semi-final match between Hikurangi and 
Waiapu and the final between Waiapu and Tihirau Victory Club.  The three entries were judged as 
one.  The Radio Ngati Porou entry made finalist because of our ‘contribution to promoting grass 
roots rugby’.   

“And you can’t get any more grass roots than club rugby.  Boy, it can be dramatic!  The semi-
final between Hikurangi and Waiapu included a controversial Hikurangi try resulting in the Waiapu 
team threatening to walk off; the referee was knocked to the ground and a supporter was red-
carded and sent off the grounds.  The final between Waiapu and TVC was great to call too as 
both teams were at the bottom of the competition last year.  At both games you had singing on 
the sidelines, haka – it’s great to be a part of.“

It was the first time Radio Ngati Porou had broadcast from Whangaparaoa too, said Kahu. There 
will be more rugby commentaries in 2013 given their popularity with Ngati Porou.

‘Come Back From Hell’ Helps Earn Maori Sports Award

RNP’s Award Winning Rugby Commentary Team, Ken Eruera, Kahu Waitoa and Albie Gibson



       6

“Hey Buck, what are you up to this year? Waiapu needs a No.8”

“People were going to games and listening to 
the radio so I was getting on the spot feedback, 
like if I was getting someone’s name wrong.  
Really positive stuff though.  I also had heaps of 
Nannys and Papas ringing me to thank me for 
doing the club games.  That was pretty special,” 
said Kahu.

The commentaries helped grow Radio 
Ngati Porou’s following online.  They were 
complimented with interviews before and after 
games; promotion via the RNP Saturday and 
Sunday morning shows; competitions and posts 
on Facebook of commentary snippets and Nori 
Parata’s photographs.  Radio Ngati Porou CEO 
Erana Keelan-Reedy said given the majority of Ngati Porou live outside the tribal region social 
networking is a great way to engage Ngati Porou kei te ao, through rugby.  

“Ngati Porou love rugby and Radio Ngati Porou indulged that passion through commentaries, 
regular discussion and feedback online and competitions.  It was a full on campaign really.  The 
Radio Ngati Porou Facebook Page had a huge following during rugby season and at it’s height 
had about 40,000 people engaging in some way or other or tuning in to our broadcasts,” said 
Erana.

Kahu, Ken and Albie attended the glitzy Maori Sports Awards evening at the Telstra Centre in 
Manukau City on November 24.  No tracksuits or sports shoes at this event, it’s strictly ‘black tie’, 
and our boys did the tribe proud.  They sat with rugby legend Buck Shelford and his wife Jo, Shane 
Cameron and Maori Sports Awards 2012 Coach of the Year, our very own Waimarama Taumaunu.

“It was a buzz to be there and then we won the award.  Mind you, you kind of knew who was 
going to win because the tv cameras would set up at your table.  It was a great night, a very 
proud night.  But still an honour to represent Radio Ngati Porou and Ngati Porou rugby,” said Kahu. 

Kahu and Shane ‘the moutain warrior” Cameron
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Ka piki au ki te tihi o Marotiri

        The brainy bunch from Hinepare marae on their way to 
the Junior Trivial Pursuits held at Tuatini marae, where 
they later came third place. (L-R): Rakai Papuni-Hohepa, 
Toapapa Kopua, Atawhai Papuni-Hohepa and Hoana 
Walker. 

Team Te Ariuru - Pa Wars Champions 2013

            

Marae from throughout the rohe were welcomed by the majestic embrace of Marotiri maunga to the 
2013 Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Sports Festival,  held in Tokomaru Bay over the New Years break. 
The maunga played a prominent role at the event by not only providing a stunning backdrop to the 
range of activities on offer, but also making its resilient presence felt by the estimated 2000  Ngati Porou 
whanau members who gathered at Hatea-a-rangi Domain throughout the course of the day. 
The festival (more commonly known as “Pa Wars”) attracted representation from 13 Ngati Porou marae 
teams, and there was something for everyone who attended. Events such as kiorahi, touch rugby, volley 
ball and basketball satisfi ed participants with high energy levels, while chess, euchre, and trivial pursuits 
appealed to those more willing to stretch their intellectual muscles instead. 
Out of all the 20 activities on offer in 2013, the tug-o-war continued to maintain its position as a popular Pa 
Wars crowd-pleaser. The competition acts as the grand fi nale to conclude the day, and this year’s tug-
o-war fi nals featured an epic showdown between the descendants of Tuwhakairiora.  A battle of both 
physical and mental stamina ensued when Hinemaurea Ki Wharekahika marae pitted their collective 
strength against their whanaunga from just over the hill, Hinerupe marae. 
Although the main kaupapa of the festival is a celebration of tribal kinship within an atmosphere of 
friendly competition and healthy lifestyle, for many of the marae participants there’s an added incentive 
for attending. Up for grabs are monetary rewards, sponsored by the Ngati Porou and local business 
community, for making the top three placings in each category. As an example for winning fi rst place in 
the Ngati and Healthy Preserves section Hiruharama marae took home $200; for coming second in the 
Golf Te Ariuru won $100 and for placing third in the Masters 
Swimming Reporua won $50. 
This year home town favourite Te Ariuru marae won the top 
aggregate prize, followed by Hinerupe marae in second 
place and Hiruharama marae in third place. Te Ariuru 
made a total of $4500 in prize takings, a modest boost to 
the marae’s coffers.  
Next time round it will be the turn of Waiparapara marae 
to represent the Tokomaru Bay marae community ( which 
also includes Tuatini, Pakirikiri, and Te Ariuru) at the Pa Wars. 
For the past few years marae from Tokomaru have united 
under one collective banner and fi elded one Pa Wars 
team, drawing from the ranks of all whanau members. 
This strategy helped Te Ariuru also clinch the Team Parade 
event, won by the marae with the biggest numbers 
recorded after a head count is taken at the start of the 
day.  
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       The Swim and surf event done! Group photo of competitors and co-
ordinating team.

Marae Whanau Supporters Line Up

The victory for Te Ariuru represented a double 
triumph for the local hapu, Te Whanau a 
Ruataupare and Te Ao Taawarirangi. Not only 
were they the new reigning Pa Wars champions 
but they could take much satisfaction in the fact 
that in addition to organising a winning Pa Wars 
team, they also successfully hosted the Pa Wars 
festival.  And all of this despite shouldering the 
extra responsibility of having to work within a tight 
time frame. 
The Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Sports festival has 
been organised by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
on an annual basis since 1995. The Runanganui 
works in collaboration with a host community to 
hold the event, who alternate every two years. This 
year’s festival was to be hosted in Tolaga Bay, however after Te Aitanga a Hauiti withdrew their support 
as host, Te Whanau a Rua stepped in to ensure that the kaupapa could still continue. 
“Even with the short notice, Te Whanau a Ruataupare was honoured to run the 2013 Ngati Porou Inter-
Marae Sports festival,” says Kody Pewhairangi, who along with Gina Chaffey-Aupouri were the Core 
Event co-ordinators.  On behalf of the host community both wahine, with the support of Te Runanganui 
o Ngati Porou kaimahi, Allan Jensen, Albie McFarlane and Leeanne Morice began to pull everything 
together just eight days out from the January 3rd festival. 
“We held our fi rst hui on Boxing Day at Hatea-a-rangi School in the evening, after a full round of whanau 
gatherings  that  included two unveilings and a 21st,  continues Kody. “Over 50 whanau members turned 
up, and the people appeared primed and ready to go. By lunch-time the next day, co-ordinators for 
each of the 20 Pa Wars events were confi rmed.  Every co-ordinator was responsible for running their 
own event and for sussing out their own resources. The core working party was available only if the co-
ordinator wanted help to resolve an issue. The most challenging issue was fi nding a clipper for the euchre 
cards. However  Ara (Houia) Kahaki found one in the end!” 
Although equipment could be purchased or borrowed after doing a quick ring around the community 
and afar, acquiring a full sized swimming pool would be a tough ask for anybody. Resourcefulness 
however forms part of the cultural psyche of those living on the Coast, and an apparently novel idea 
was employed to solve this dilemma. 
Kody says, “We don’t have a conventional eight lane pool for the Pa Wars swimming event.  But at our 
fi rst hui Gina put up her hand to be our swimming co-ordinator. She was confi dent that the whanau 
could make this event happen in our “swimming pool”. Her visualisation was so strong. And so along 
with her contacts in the Wainui Surf Club the risk management assessment plan for the swim event was 
completed within a few days.  It  took place at the mouth of the Waikoko Stream in the middle of the bay 
and by all accounts it was a successful spin on an old event.”
 As the count-down to the festival ticked along support came in from other roopu and individuals who 
were keen for the kaupapa to be accomplished.  Kody explains, “Everything just seemed to click into 
place.  From the start, Hatea-a-rangi School opened their doors for this kaupapa. School Principal, Rosina 
Shandley congratulated Te Whanau a Rua for making sure that the Pa Wars would carry on; she gave us 
the keys to the entire school complex. 
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        The dynamic duo of (L-R) Eraihia Matahiki and Bill Hughes 
kept the Pa Wars festival crowd both informed and 
entertained during the day. In their roles as MCs they 
read out panui, directed teams to their next event, 
and re-connected lost cell phones and tamariki to their 
respective owners and whanau. 

         The Tug-o-war competition concludes  the day at the 2013 Ngati 
Porou Pa Wars. 

Horiata Raihania completes the kayak stage of the swimming event. 

4x4 B’Ball Ngati Styles: No Shoes

Tuatini Marae, Nga Roimata Gallery, the 
Tokomaru United Sports Club and Te Puia 
Springs Golf Club all came on board as 
venues for events. Senior management of 
the Gisborne District Council helped cut 
through all the red tape due to the venue 
change. I could go on as there are many 
organisations and people to thank for their 
assistance,  to turn what could have been 
a testing logistical challenge into a process 
which ran fairly easily. We were truly blessed 
with their co-operation and support.” 
It has become traditional for the volunteers 
at Pa Wars to wear an offi cial festival t-shirt 
while carrying out their duties. This year 

was no exception and within less than a week 140  T-shirts were specifi cally produced for the Tokomaru 
Bay event. Emblazoned on the front included a depiction of the maunga, and on the reverse Pa Wars 
workers were identifi ed with the title, Tumau (very hard worker).  If extra space had allowed it, a possible 
addition to the design could have included the popular maxim, “Keep Calm and Carry on.” This saying 
embodies one of the unique characteristics of the Ngati Porou identity, which came to the fore when Te 
Whanau a Rua was deciding whether to run with event or not. 
“On Christmas Eve I literally walked into a hui at Porou Ariki and was put on the spot by the Chair of Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou and asked – “Can Te Whanau a Rua host the Pa Wars?”.  I rang my pakeke, 
as well as marae trustees for each of the four marae and asked them for their whakaaro. When I talked 
with Aunty Pepi (Chaffey) and Dad ( Tate Pewhairangi), their main concern was, “Do we have the 
numbers to do it at such short notice?”.   I said I believed 
we did. When Te Whanau a Rua comes together to 
organise large events historically and in more recent times 
like  the Te Hono ki Rarotonga 75th Jubilee in 2009,  hosting 
the Tamararo 2011 and the 1st and 10th Hui Taurima Festival, 
we achieve. So the template for how we work together 
was already set. We intuitively know the different tasks to 
be done - at the front, in the middle and at the back. We 
have a whakatauki: Te Whanau a Rua, He Tangata Rite (of 
equal birth). The key to success is everyone’s involvement 
in the planning as well as the execution. Each coordinator 
had a vision for not only how their event would run but also 
how it would fi t into the overall Pa Wars as well. That was 
pretty cool – we had the same big picture in our minds 
because we were on our home ground. And It all came together very well on the day.” 
“So in terms of a Te Whanau a Rua response to Uncle Api’s request,  a decision was needed there and 
then, midday on Christmas Eve. So that Ngati Porou could have a peace fi lled Christmas New Year - 
knowing where they would be and what they would be doing. 
Apparently the Radio Ngati Porou phone lines were ringing hot as the people wanted to know the new 
venue! Essentially Ngati Porou are a practical, hands on people. And I reckon that Te Whanau a Rua 
and Te Whanau a Te Ao took up this challenge without hesitation because of our genuine love and 
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The Line-dancing team from Hinerupe marae strut their fi rst place prize-winning stuff on the marae atea of Tuatini, with Marotiri
maunga and the main street  of Toko among their  appreciative audience. 

       Rangatahi  from the Tuia Te Here Tangata performed their fi rst act 
of community service at the 2013 Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Sports 
festival. 

Putaanga Marae whanau represents

commitment to the kaupapa. We love the Pa Wars. We do it well and giving back in this way was about 
us saying that. The Pa Wars day is about all of our tamariki mokopuna feeling the true joy and positive 
vibe of celebrating whanaungatanga  and sharing in our Ngati Poroutanga.”  
Among the 2000 attendees at the festival were many Ngati Porou based overseas who had made the 
pilgrimage back to the Coast for their holidays. Chris Moana, an Australia-based whanaunga currently 
living in Adelaide was one of them. He was a member of Team Te Ariuru and says about the festival, “We 
usually come back every Christmas and this is an event we try to attend. I enjoy seeing all the whanau 
and doing lots of catching up with people I haven’t seen in ages. Te Whanau a Rua only had about a 
week to get this all together and I think they’ve done an awesome job.” 
Te Rau Nikau Stainton who lives in Hicks Bay was a member of the Hinemaurea marae team. “I came 
along because I have mokopuna who needed to be among their Ngati Porou iwi, she says. “By my 
coming they got to know what whanaungatanga is all about.“ Te Rau Nikau also entered the Trivial 
Pursuits and says she absolutely enjoyed her day,“Pai rawa atu tenei ra mo nga whanau ki Ngati Porou. 
For me though the Pa Wars is mainly for our rangatahi and us oldies should be seen to support it on their 
behalf. We need to put our children fi rst, and not politics.” 
Another attendee Luke Claasen who resides in Hamilton played for Hinepare marae that day. “I came 
because I wanted to maintain my relationship with my whanau back home,” he says. “I have connections 
to both Wharekahika and Rangitukia. I think it’s really beautiful here, with the moana right there beside 
us.  To me the event and the venue was a success.”   
Haimona Waititi also living in Hamilton played for Rongohaere marae in some events. He says, “It’s been 
an awesome day seeing all the rangatahi and pakeke being involved and all the energy that has been 
put into it. To me I think this kaupapa is about kotahitanga and a whanau day. Ko tera te mea nui. “ 
Haimona was also a member of the Tuia Te Here Tangata tour party, a group of young Maori led by 
Marcus Akuhata-Brown who have started a year long haerenga together. The Pa Wars was their fi rst act 
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On Your Marks, get set, Go!  Junior boys relay competitors line up.

It’s all concentration at the indoor bowls. Ara (Houia) Kahaki and her clippers. 

of voluntary service, and they pitched in to help as Tumau (Pa Wars volunteers) with picking up rubbish, 
cleaning ablutions, providing marshalling duties, taking photographs and administrative tasks.  Kody 
says, “Te Whanau a Rua were very appreciative of these rangatahi , who are already proving their 
leadership qualities as they brought with them a freshness, humility and aroha that lifted the spirits of our 
work force.” 
Taryne Papuni, who supported the Hinepare marae team, also admired the tautoko provided by these 
young people. “The venue was perfect and I like how they had everything laid out at the school and 
around the domain.  I also loved the alternative venues used like swimming at the beach and line 
dancing on the marae atea at Tuatini.  How much more can you connect to your roots? The draws 
were also evenly spread out, so it made things cruisy and you didn’t have to rush around to everything.  
This gave smaller marae teams a better chance of participating at every event” 
“I think both of the MCs did a great job, they were humorous and it was good to hear the voice of 
a young person speaking i roto i te reo. There was a laid back atmostphere to the day and the hau 
kainga epitomised manaakitanga. Its been one of the best Pa Wars I’ve attended - especially since our 
marae won more prizes then we usually do.” 
At the end of the festival all eyes turned towards the maunga as the weather changed from a 
predominantly hot day with a light overcast,  to dark cloud cover with some heavy  showers.  
 “When the rain fi nally came” Kody said, “our pakeke commented that our tupuna were very happy 
that the kaupapa was completed. The rain cooled every one right down and Te Whanau a Rua were  
happy that our manuhiri had left on a high note.” 
Next year Te Whanau a Rua will again host the Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Sports Festival in Tokomaru Bay 
on Friday 3rd January 2014. 
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Giving Ngati Porou an opportunity to vote for their Best Forward, Best Back and Most Valuable 
Player in the Ngati Porou East Coast team at the end of each season is the rationale behind 
three new trophies initiated by Radio Ngati Porou for the NPEC Annual Prizegiving.  Carved by 
Toihoukura student Makarini Solomon, the three trophies honour some of Ngati Porou rugby 
legends.

“Ngati Porou has a very rich history in rugby – and one we should celebrate.  We’ve produced 
some great rugby players, so the point of it all was to celebrate our proud tradition in rugby and 
acknowledge the players who were outstanding this year.  I must say it was a bit of a rush but 
once we got the green light from the Union and confirmed sponsorship, Makarini and his crew got 
cracking and we opened the voting, online and by phone,” said Radio Ngati Porou CEO Erana 
Keelan-Reedy.

The player with the most votes wins but the trophies essentially give Ngati Porou the opportunity to 
vote for their best players.  The Iwi Choice Award for the Best Forward honours one of our greatest 
rugby families.  The Jackson brothers, Everard, Bully and Tutu (who was adopted by Dr Tutere 
Wirepa) were outstanding players in their time.  Their father Fred Jackson came to NZ with the 
1908 Anglo-Welsh Lions team to play the All Blacks and ended up falling in love with Ngati Porou 
maiden Horowai Henderson having Everard, Bully, Tutu, Irwin and Mary.  Fred was instrumental in 
the establishment of the East Coast Rugby Union and the union’s first jersey was white with a red 
rose, adopted from Fred’s English roots.  Everard debuted for the All Blacks and NZ Maori in 1936 
and played for them until 1939 where he joined the Maori Battalion with his brothers Bully and Tutu.  
They both made the NZ Maori team and the three brothers played for the Maori Battalion rugby 
team, with Bully as Captain.  The Jackson brothers showed leadership on the sports field and in 
battle.  They were all officers, Everard a Captain and Bully and Tutu, Majors.  

“So that’s inspiring stuff aye?  We are hoping these trophies and stories about our history in rugby 
will help inspire our young fullas to play well and play hard.  The sons of the Jackson brothers 
have achieved in rugby as well.  Tutu’s son Rongo was a NZ Maori and his brothers Morgan and 
Doc wore the sky blue jersey.  The family legacy is still very much alive with Morgan’s son, Morgan 
Junior, who is in the current squad, playing alongside a mokopuna of another great Ngati Porou 
rugby player, Tori Reid.  Everard Reid is named after Everard Jackson and he is in the current 
squad,” Erana said.

The Iwi Choice Award for Best Back honours Ngati Porou brothers, Rico and Hosea Gear.  While 
the brothers haven’t donned the sky blue jersey, they are proud sons of Ngati Porou, both have 
been All Blacks and played professional rugby at representative and international levels.  Raised 
in Gisborne, the boys attended and played for the Gisborne Boy High First XV and they’ve never 
forgotten their roots.  They are part owners in the Tolaga Bay Inn, one of the sponsors for the 
Award.  

Giving the people a ‘CHOICE’

Player/Coaches Rua Tipoki and Ngarimu Simpkins leading the way as the team performs their famous haka
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“We are proud of the achievements of Rico and Hosea and we’re hoping the award inspires our 
rangatahi to follow in their footsteps one day, albeit you’ve got to be pretty fast on your feet to 
keep up with those two!” said Erana.

The final award is for Most Valuable Player and that is named in honour of one of Maoridom’s 
greatest rugby players of all time, the late George Nepia.  George made his name in top level 
rugby as one of the 1924 All Blacks squad who toured the United Kingdom, France and Canada.  
He had a unique kicking and tackling style, learned from an American football playing Mormon 
elder.  He married Te Huinga Nepia and they lived in Rangitukia farming whanau land.  Following 
the Depression George switched to professional rugby league leaving his family to play league 
and baseball in the United Kingdom.
“George is the epitome of excellence 
in rugby and is a great role model for 
our tamariki.  He had a rural upbringing, 
life was hard for his whanau and the 
grandparents who raised him.  But 
he had a gift.  How you use that gift, 
whether it’s playing for your local club or 
for Ngati Porou East Coast or higher, you 
still need drive and passion.  And these 
trophies I hope, will inspire drive and 
passion in our rangatahi,” Erana said.

The Ngati Porou East Coast 2012 
prizegiving, held at Shed 3 in November 
was attended by over 200 people.  Radio 
Ngati Porou produced nine video inserts 
for the prizegiving presentation including 
backgrounders on each of the Iwi Choice 
Awards, the East Coast rugby union and 
the criteria used to select the Union’s 
award recipients.

The Jackson Brothers Iwi Choice Award 
for Best Forward was won by Tutu 
Wirepa’s mokopuna, Morgan Wirepa 
Junior.  Hikurangi stalwart Charlie 
Harrison, took out the Gear Brothers Iwi 
Choice Award for Best Back and the 
George Nepia Iwi Choice Award for Most 
Valuable Player was won by TK Moeke.

Grandson of the late Everard Jackson and sponsor of the Jackson Brothers 
Trophy, Willie Jackson presents the Iwi Choice Best Forward to his cousin 
Morgan Wirepa Jnr.

Everard, Bully, Fred Jackson and Tutu Wirepa
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Prior to 1992, Te Rohe was farmed. In 1991 the farm had no 
stock, was struggling to meet its obligations for rates, bank 
repayments, fencing, scrub maintenance and suffered 
some serious erosion. In short Te Rohe ceased to operate as 
a farm.

After two years of negotiation with the bank it was agreed 
that the land would go into forestry with Ngati Porou 
Whanui Forests Ltd. The rates would then be taken care 
of by the forest company. The debt to the bank would be 

Te Rohe Station - From a Struggling Farm to a Healthy, Valuable Forest.

alleviated by the sale of farm assets namely some equipment, a concrete water tank and a shed/
dwelling that now is part of the Kiekie Marae complex.

In 1993 most of the right hand side of Te Rohe as you climb the hill a total of 96.4 hectares was 
planted in Radiata Pine. The 1993 planting took advantage of the new Ministry of Forestry erosion 
scheme that came into operation the previous year. Te Rohe is one of the fi rst blocks NPWFL f 
planted and one of the fi rst to take up the ECFP scheme. The ECFP scheme assisted the planting 
of 111.4 hectares in 1994 and by 1996, an extra 86.0 hectares was planted.

Prior to the 1996 plantings, a Joint Venture (JV) had been reached between NPWFL and a South 
Korean company Hansol for 10,000hectares of forestry in Ngati Porou. The 1996 planting was the 
fi rst new area planted for the JV.  A ceremonial planting with resident Hansol representative at the 
time Mr Chi dong Lim, forestry employees and landowner representatives was held, followed by a 
hakari in Tokomaru Bay.

Most of the fencing, roading, scrub clearing, planting, pruning and thinning was achieved by 
workers of Ngati Porou descent or the Tairawhiti region. All work completed within the expected 
time frames and to an industry normal standard. There is now no further work scheduled for Te 
Rohe Forests until harvest at around 2020.

To celebrate the millennium, Hansol sent twenty one 21year olds from their client base to NZ to 
participate in a dawn ceremony and to further commemorate the occasion, a special planting 
site was created for this. An area of scrub found on Te Rohe was fenced off, the ground cultivated 
and a plaque erected at the site. The visitors included Hansol company President of the time 
Mr Moon, along with other dignitaries including the current President of Hansol, Mr Koh. With this 
group came many journalists and TV crews. This group was hosted at Pakirikiri Marae in Tokomaru 
Bay.

The Committee that agreed to and signed on behalf of the Te Rohe owners at the time included; 
Governor Kopua, Molly Samuels, Whaiora Porter, Turuhira Tatare, Gwen Lardelli, Rangi Kopua and 
John Kopua.

Mr Koh and Mr Jang, a Korean government offi cial, were recently in NZ visiting the area and 
planted totara trees at the Te Rohe millennium site. Mr Jang represents a company who has 
recently signed an MOU with Ngati Porou Forests. This company wishes to establish further forest 
projects in Ngati Porou.

In 2013 Ngati Porou Forest Limited will begin a land for forestry recruitment programme.  Forestry 
represents a multi dimensional industry with shorter term fi nancial benefi ts available from 
government incentives and the Emissions Trading Scheme, whilst your forest grows to harvest. 

If you are interested in discussing options for your land please contact either John Kopua or 
Daniel Williams at the Ngati Porou Forests offi ce on (06) 8648362. Email johnk@npwfl .co.nz or 
danielw@npwfl .co.nz

Ngati Porou Forest and Hansol Representatives John 
Kopua, Bryan McKinlay, Kay Kopua and Dr. Young Ho 
Kong

Te Rohe Station
Location: South of Te Puia Springs; both sides of state highway 35 from  
Puketiti rd to the red woolshed at the bottom of the “Sugarloaf” hill.

Size: 367.4 hectares. 

Forest Right: 351 hectares

Native reserve areas and river bed: 16.4 hectares
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Recruitment Drive for Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou Continues

The search for a Kaihautu to lead Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou into a new phase of evolution  will resume 
within the next few weeks, says Chairperson Dr Apirana Mahuika. 

“The Runanganui board are currently at a stage where they can now begin to implement the strategic 
goals and aspirations of the organisation. The employment of an appropriately skilled and experienced 
Kaihautu (Chief Executive Officer) provides a key component in ensuring these objectives can be carried 
out accordingly,” said Dr Mahuika.

The selection of a Kaihautu symbolises the latest milestone in  the Runanganui’s development.  In October 
2011 fourteen trustees representing seven Rohenga Tipuna were elected onto the newly created post-
settlement governance entity. In April 2012 after settlement of the tribe’s historical treaty grievances 
had been reached with the Crown, Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou (TRONPnui) replaced Te Runanga o 
Ngati Porou (TRONP)  as the sole governance body representing the collective interests of the iwi.   With 
the merger of the settlement assets and the resources TRONP built up over a twenty five year period, 
TRONPnui  has responsibility  of an  asset base worth over $177 million. 

“In September last year the Runanganui board engaged Sheffield, an international recruitment company 
to advertise the Chief Executive role on behalf of the organisation. During this time the board had hoped 
to select a successful applicant by the end of December. However contrary to statements made recently 
on social media sites, the decision to appoint had not been made” said Dr Mahuika.  A special board 
meeting was called in January to discuss this matter , and it was agreed the Chief Executive position 
would be re-advertised, with the Runanganui administering the application process.  

“I would like to acknowledge on behalf of the Board and staff 
members the contribution of previous Acting Chief Executive, 
Victor Walker who was seconded from Te Puni Kokiri over a two 
year period. Victor replaced outgoing  Te Runanga o Ngati Porou 
Acting Chief Executive,  Dr Monty Soutar  in December 2010. I would 
also like to acknowledge the contribution of Te Puni Kokiri, Victor’s 
fixed term contract was extended from July 2012 to 28 December 
2012, which resulted in his return to Te Puni Kokiri his permanent 
employer.  I do wish to acknowledge Mr Leith Comer, former CE 
of Te Puni Kokiri for supporting the extension of Victor Walker’s fixed 
term contract,” said Dr Mahuika.  

In the interim, Chief Financial Officer (CFO), Allan Jensen, has been 
appointed as Acting Chief Executive, to enable the daily business 
of the organisation to continue as usual.   Allan  (Te Whanau a 
Tuwhakairiora, Te Whanau a Te Aotaki) joined the Runanganui in 

April last year, after having worked in Auckland for over ten years 
as a CFO and consultant to a nationally based company, Enviro 
Waste Services.  Dr Mahuika said Allan has extensive financial 
planning and management experience, and is also a Chartered 
accountant, currently completing a Masters in Management. 
“Allan’s commercial and financial expertise  augers well in terms 
of a collaborative working relationship between TRONPnui and 
its commercial/investment arm, namely, Ngati Porou Holding 
Company.  His contribution thus far, has been exemplary.”

Allan is the mokopuna of Bill “The Dane” Jensen and Maruia 
Akuhata-Brown, and the father of Miriama Daniella Jensen. 

Allan Jensen

Victor Walker
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We are making steady but sure progress on reviewing and cataloguing the 3000 or so audio 
recordings we have within our archive.  You may have heard some of the archives being aired 
as part of Ken Eruera’s Te Kaenga Tupu Show (1-3pm week days). All recordings with te reo ake o 
Ngati Porou content are destined for this show and we are receiving much interest about these 
recordings.  The RNP website will be ‘live’ in the New Year and we are aiming to have some 1000 
archival recordings available for you to search.  If you are interested in listening to a sample of the 
material, are interested to know what the archive holds or wish to order copies our archivist Pia 
Pohatu is more than happy to hear from you.  

Contact her on 06 8648020 or 06 8648667 or email archives@radiongatiporou.co.nz”archives@radi
ongatiporou.co.nz.

Please note that for orders of archival recordings charges will apply on a cost-recovery basis.  
These charges (if applicable) relate to media, freight, research and technical (personnel) costs to 
ensure the files meet your request and are in the appropriate formats for you to use.

RNP Archives Update

Ngati Porou Cultural Heritage Strategy Project
Do you have views on Ngati Porou cultural heritage of importance to Ngati Porou? Do you have 
taonga (manuscripts, photos, recordings, artifacts, tukutuku, carvings) in your home or at your 
marae that need to be preserved? Would you like these ‘digitised’ to facilitate easier access 
and use by your whanau? Would you like to know or share what marae, whanau and hapu are 
planning for their taonga?

RNP is coordinating the Ngati Porou Cultural Heritage Strategy Project which enables you to 
participate in mentoring workshops with experts from Alexander Turnbull Library, National Library, 
Te Papa and other cultural heritage agencies.  A major community outreach event is planned to 
be held in Ruatoria in late February or early March 2013.  This workshop will enable you to develop 
a plan that identifies your aspirations and challenges relating to the care and use of your taonga 
and or develop strategies to address these. You will meet, ‘kanohi ki te kanohi’, with experts in 
their respective fields within the cultural heritage sector and be able to gain ‘on the spot’ advice.  
Some funding agencies have also been invited to be a part of the hui.  Please register your 
interest to receive all updates relating to this event contact Pia Pohatu 06 8648020 or 06 8648667 
or email archives@radongatiporou.co.nz”archives@radongatiporou.co.nz.
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In November  Maryanne 
Crawford was recognised 
for her contribution to the 
Uawa community when 
she was presented with a 
Kiwibank Local Hero Award 
in Gisborne.
Maryanne was nominated by 
Ngahuia Ngata, on behalf of 
their community, and  shares 
the following korero with Nga 
Kohinga readers.  

Maryanne is our  community’s 
extra pair of hands, eyes, ears 
and heart when you need 
it.  She is the stand-in parent, 
Nanny, Aunty, teacher, sober 
driver, real estate agent, 

Local Hero Making a Positive Change to Our Community

Maryanne Crawford’s numerous roles include a  Social Worker in Schools for Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou. 

marriage counsellor, bag carrier, cleaner-upper, lunch deliverer, laundress, dial-a-shopper, fundraiser 
extraordinaire, car park warden, event organiser, legal aid, mediator, sheriff, people mover, cook at the 
marae, search and rescue organiser, grief counsellor, taxi to the hospital, guardian of the clipboard, 
saviour of the rugby club, devoted daughter and friend to many.  Most of all, she is a tireless advocate 
for a safer and healthier community.  

Maryanne co-ordinates a network of volunteers for the Uawa Crime Watch Patrol, working closely with the 
Police, schools and community to reduce crime and the potential for crime, and to create an enjoyable 
community and one that ‘cares’.  She puts in countless hours during school holidays, weekends and 
times when the town is inundated with visitors.  

One of her greatest attributes is her ability to ‘act’ or engage others to act;  to provide respite, safety and 
relief to those in need;  or some wisdom or intel on local issues and movements within the community.  
She simply cares and bothers to become involved. 

Last year she got behind a Community Action Youth and Drugs campaign for a drug and alcohol-free 
grounds during rugby games at the Uawa domain.  With the local Hauora CAYAD team, Maryanne 
embarked on a mission to restore rugby as a safe and positive experience for families.   They took the direct 
approach, challenging all comers to rugby games to ditch the alcohol, drugs and bad behaviour.  She 
persisted with consistent messages, raising awareness and visibility of the cause, setting high expectations 
and developing strategies that focus on positive activities at the rugby clubrooms.  We have seen a 
signifi cant decrease in the visibility of drugs, alcohol and bad behaviour at rugby games in Uawa.  We still 
have a long way to go but the message is beginning to get through.  

Maryanne  is often always the last one at the venue cleaning up in the kitchen, dropping off the stragglers, 
delivering the unclaimed property, sorting out the kapa haka uniforms or the drama set, and taking 
down the signs so that tomorrow’s ones can be put up.  She does so much behind the scenes, to make 
our community and kids look great up front.

Maryanne  has performed exceptional voluntary service to the Tolaga Bay Community and to her iwi, Te 
Aitanga a Hauiti and Ngati Porou, for which she received a Gisborne District Council Civic Award in 2011.  
She is also a Justice of the Peace, a duty she takes very seriously.

She is wholly worthy of recognition and our community want to celebrate and thank her for her 
unconditional care and kindness.  Nga mihi nui ki a koe Maryanne.

    21



       22



Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and Te Whanau a Ruataupare would like to thank and acknowledge all 
the marae, sponsors, businesses, organisations and individuals who supported the 2013 Ngati Porou Inter 
Marae Sports Festival. Nga mihi nui ki a koutou. 
Hatea a Rangi School, Tokomaru Bay United Sports Club , Tuatini Marae, Pakirikiri Marae, Nga Roimata 
Gallery, Te Puia Springs Golf Club, East Coast Ngati Porou Board Riders Club , Wainui Surf Club , Nga Tumau 
Pa Wars 2013, Tuia te Here Tangata, Tairawhiti Maori Wardens Association  (Ruatoria Branch) , Gisborne 
District Council, Kahutia Bowling Club, TKKM o Kawakawa Mai Tawhiti, TKKM o Te Waiu o Ngati Porou, 
Comet Swim Club , Roimata & Rex Mangu, Te Aroha Kanarahi Trust, Tokomaru Bay Senior Citizens, Tiu 
Tichborne, Travis McIlroy, Gisborne YMCA, Marotiri Farm Partnership, Fulton Hogan (Gisborne), Joe Brown 
(Waste Management)
Principal Sponsors – Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Te Puni Kokiri
Sponsors – Rainey Collins, Eastern Buses, Kahui Legal, Ngati Porou Fish Ltd, Ngati Porou Forests Ltd, Pakihiroa 
Farms Ltd, Foon Trusts Partnership, Pohutu Station, Makarika Station, Marotiri Farm Partnership, Prop of 
Whangara B5 Inc, Hikurangi Foodmarket, Tokomaru Bay Foursquare, Ruatoria Hotel, Enterprise Cars, East 
Coast Vibes, Radio Ngati Porou, Gisborne.net.nz, Martins Hire Centre, Gisborne Herald, Te Rau Print, AON 
New Zealand, Gary Bates Ltd, Architects 44, Te Kohanga Reo Tari-a-Rohe o te Tairawhiti, Fulton Hogan, 
Business Applications, Te Aitanga a Hauiti Hauora, Sport Gisborne Tairawhiti, Deloittes, Senator Motor Inn. 

The 2014 Ngati Porou Inter-Marae Sports Festival will be held in Tokomaru Bay,  Friday 3rd January. 

He Mihi

Hikurangi Te Toka Tapu - Dawn Ceremony Continued

Selwyn  Parata (Chairman of Pakihiroa Farms 
Ltd and Deputy Chairperson of Te Runanganui 
o Ngati Porou) with wife Amohaere 
Houkamau. 

Previous Runanga CE, Amohaere Houkamau 
is no novice to the annual Hikurangi Dawn 
ceremony,  but this year took away two 
more special moments from her maunga 
experience. She explains, “One was the 
honour of doing the karanga to welcome in 
the fi rst sun rays of Tamanui Te Ra, and the 
other was to walk  seven of the nine kilometres  
back down the maunga with my husband. 
This was both a testimony to  our own personal 
fi tness and the energising effect of the 
maunga”.  

A cooked breakfast at the Pakihiroa Woolshed 
concludes the special experience.
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The Runanga’s investment in the construction 
and placement of the Maui whakairo 
on Hikurangi, is an example of applying 
a quadruple bottom-line investment 
strategy. This strategy  ensures we not only 
meet commercial imperatives, but also 
meet preserve and support cultural and 
environmental imperatives  such as the 
celebration of culture and the protection of 
our environment.  In this case the summit of our 
mountain, while also enabling social enterprise 
through tourism and employment.



       

For help to quit smoking 
talk to your local health provider 

or visit quit.org.nz or aukatikaipaipa.org.nz

FREE Sample

STEP 1:  Free txt YES to 5032 with your name & address*
STEP 2:  Receive a FREE sample of quit smoking lozenges
STEP 3:  Start your SMOKEFREE journey today
*By txting you confirm that you are 16 years of age or over.

find us on facebook
quitnow.itsaboutwhanau


