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naTi link issue 5, 2014
Nati Link is a bi-monthly publication of  
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou. 
To subscribe, comment or get in contact email 
Jasmine Kaa: jkaa@tronp.org.nz.

monday 28 april 
Nati Connect Hui, 
HAMILTON
6pm – 8.45pm
University of Waikato, 
Hillcrest 

Tuesday 29 april
Nati Connect Hui, 
AUCKLAND
6pm – 8.45pm 
Te Mahurehure marae,  
Point Chevalier

saTurday 3 may
Hui a Iwi
10am – 2pm 
Rahui marae,  
TIKITIKI 

saTurday 31 may
NPEC Rugby vs Poverty Bay
Whakarua Park,  
RUATORIA 

Ngati Porou tena tatau i roto i nga tumanako kia hua nga 
painga e kokiritia nei e TRONPnui mo te iwi. He kupu tangi 
hoki mo wa tatau mate huhua kua katohia nei e te ringa kaha 
o aitua.

He moi hoki ki Te Atua mo nga manaakitanga ki runga ki 
a tatau katoa, haere ake nei.

I wish to acknowledge past TRONP Trustees, for getting 
us thus far in our journey to restore and revive our socio-
economic growth as a means of achieving, ultimately, our 
mana over our lives going forward. I also acknowledge the 
current Trustees of TRONPnui for their contribution to this 
journey for the betterment of generations to come.

To members of Te Haeata, our Treaty negotiation team, 
thank you for your endless engagement in this process 
culminating in the Settlement of our WAI272 claim. All 
of these people gave much for our iwi and did not demand 
anything in return of themselves.

The result is self-evident with the development of our 
economic enterprises by which our people are able to be 
employed and with employment, training to up-skill our 
workforce.  What we have established is only the start 
of things to come and the positive results that will result 
because of our efforts.

It was with a sense of enormous pride that enabled me to 
disclose to Minister Steve Joyce a number of our professional 
people engaged in our growth and development.  In brief 
we have scientists in our businesses; we have a number of 
accountants; commercial lawyers; business graduates and the 
like helping to steer our ship and this again has contributed 
to our success in many ways.

You will read from this publication 
some of the work undertaken by 
TRONPnui and the signing of the Waiapu River Accord 
with the Crown. This is but one of our Accords with the 
Crown and other signings will follow, and reports on these 
other aspects will ensue on a monthly basis. Thanks must be 
accredited to Jasmine Kaa for these publications, positive 
reporting and excellent descriptions of each story. It would 
suggest to me that with this kind of quality reporting, we as an 
iwi, could begin contemplating a weekly “Nati News”.

Finally to Constable Juanita (Whiti) Timutimu, a Police 
Officer working in TRONPNui for the good an positive 
things she has engineered for us and for our young people. 
You will read one of her initiatives ‘Atawhai’ in this edition. 
Thanks to Fulton Hogan for the Scholarship in Engineering 
and our first student in terms of this scholarship is Ngarimu 
Parata – Kia ora Ngarimu.

TRONPnui is investing much in wealth creation. It is to be 
noted also, that we employ more of our people than any other 
organisation, and our development are geared to sustain work 
for Ngati Porou.

Our Fishing; Farming, Forestry Companies and commercial 
arm is second to none and the key of our success is working for 
Ngati Porou and not for our own personal egos.

Ma Te Atua tatau e awhina i roto i wa tatau mahi, a, mana 
ano hoki e awhi e manaaki te katoa o to tatau iwi.

Kia ora 
AT Mahuika
CHAIRMAN, TE RUNANGANUI O NGATI POROU 



ko hikurangi Te maunga, ko Waiapu Te aWa: The restoration 
of the Waiapu will be an ongoing project for many decades.

Waiapu Koka Huhua – 
Waiapu mother of many

The restoration of the Waiapu River  
and catchment
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On Wednesday the 23rd of April Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou and the Crown signed formal agreements to address 
erosion in the Waiapu catchment and begin the long process 
of restoring the river which has suffered through decades of 
erosion. 

The SedimenT and eroSion iSSue
The Waiapu River has the highest suspended sediment yield 
of any river in New Zealand. Each year 35 million tonnes 
of soil flow out from the river to the sea. If you measure the 
amount of sediment that flows from all New Zealand rivers 
and streams out to sea it is roughly 210 million tonnes per 
year. The outflow from the Waiapu makes up around one sixth 
of that total. By comparison the combined sediment outflow 
of two of New Zealand’s largest rivers – the Clutha and the 
Waikato, is roughly one million tonnes per year but both of 
those rivers have much higher volumes of water flow. 

The Waiapu River’s high sediment yield is attributed to 
the region’s natural geology and the impact of decades of 
unsustainable land use practices. The weak rock sub-structure 
beneath the soil makes it the most erosion prone land in the 
country and particularly vulnerable to major weather events 
like Cyclone Bola, which caused widespread destruction in 
a few days in March 1988. The combination of geology, land 
use and weather has created a serious erosion issue. It is an 
environmental disaster which raises the river flood plain 
affecting roads, bridges, and water quality. 

SoluTionS To ThiS iSSue 
Ngati Porou are the people most affected and therefore need 
to be involved in the design and implementation of solutions. 
The resident population is overwhelmingly Ngati Porou. 
Furthermore we are inextricably tied to our land. We cannot 
sell our land. We are here to stay. The lesson from our history 
is that durable solutions only occur when we are involved in 
design and implementation.

ngaTi porou – CroWn aCCord 
Ngati Porou’s Treaty Settlement recognised the significance 
of the Waiapu River to Ngati Porou and the impacts of 
erosion on the river catchment. The Accord is the foundation 
of one of the most important relationships Ngati Porou 
will have. It enables Ngati Porou to provide input into 
government investment decisions with respect to two broad 
areas – infrastructure and social issues. Infrastructure includes 
erosion control, roading, energy and communications. Social 

issues include health, education and social outcomes.
The Accord was signed by the Attorney General Chris 

Finlayson and the Chair of Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou - 
Dr Apirana Mahuika. The “Waiapu Restoration Agreement” 
is part of the Accord and this was signed at the same time 
between Ngati Porou and the Ministry of Primary Industries 
(MPI) who will be the lead Crown Agency working with 
Ngati Porou on the restoration of the River. A Memorandum 
of Understanding was also signed between Ngati Porou, 
MPI and Gisborne District Council (GDC) which sets 
out the collaborative approach that will be adopted by each 
organisation to work together in the task ahead.

reSToring The Waiapu C aTChmenT programme
For the past 18 months Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou have 
worked with MPI and GDC on the first stage of a plan to 
tackle erosion in the Waiapu catchment. All parties recognise 
that the damage caused by decades of unsustainable land use 
practices will similarly require decades of sustained effort to 
repair. Furthermore if sustained remedial action is not taken, 
the amount of erosion will accelerate over the next few decades. 
It therefore requires a commitment to long-term solutions and 
collaboration by all stakeholders including landowners in the 
catchment. The vision for the 100 year programme is: “Healthy 
land, healthy rivers, healthy people – Ko te mana: Ko te Hauora 
o te whenua, Ko te Hauora o nga awa; Ko te Hauora o te iwi”.

The restoration of the Waiapu will take years to achieve 
tangible and physical outcomes, but the journey has begun.

Ko Hikurangi Te Maunga, Ko Waiapu Te Awa, Ko Ngati Porou Te Iwi.  
The Waiapu River provides the lifeblood of Ngati Porou. It is of great 

cultural and spiritual significance to us. We reference it whenever reciting 
tribal pepeha, we compose and sing waiata in its honour, we tell stories 
about its history. But the river is suffering; choking under the weight of 

devastating erosion in its surrounding catchment.

The signing of The accord beTWeen ngaTi porou and The croWn 
Was held on The 23rd of april 5 (L-R): Dr Apirana Mahuika (TRONPnui 
Chairman), Hon Christopher Finlayson (Attorney-General), Hon Nathan Guy 
(Minister for Primary Industries). Photo courtesy Gisborne Herald.



6 Nati Link  April 2014

Te WāNANgA  
o Porou ArIKI

Kia ora tētahi reo,  me whakawhiti korero ngā whakatipuranga e toru, ara, 
te tipuna, te tamaiti me te mokopuna. Na reira mena ka whakawhiti te reo 
mai i tētahi whakatipuranga ki tētahi atu (mo ake tonu atu) he tohu tēra ka 

ora te reo ki roto i taua whānau.

Kia titiro tātau ki ā tātau marae, ā tātau hui ruarua noa iho ō 
tātau pakeke. Ka ngaro atu tērā reanga, ka ngaro tētahi momo 
reo. Me aha tātau kia ora te reo me ngā tikanga o Ngati 
Porou. I runga i ngā whakaritenga i ngā tau kua hipa ake nei, 
kāre te reo i whakaakongia ki ētahi whakatipuranga. Ka hoki 
ngā mahara ki ngā kupu o te waiata tangi i titongia e te pāpā 
e Pine Tamahori, “Ma wai rā e taurima te marae i waho nei”. 

Ki te kore tātau e whakarite huarahi kia pupuritia to tātau 
reo i te kainga ma wai atu e mahi. Ka riro ma ngā Whare 
Wānanga o te motu te reo Maori o te pouaka whakaata ā tātau 
tamariki, ā tātau mokopuna e whakaako? Ahakoa te mahi a 
ngā Kohanga Reo, ngā Kura Rūmaki me ngā Kura Kaupapa 
Maori, ara tonu atu tētahi taumata o te reo kāre anō kia mau i 
ā tātau rangatahi.

Kei te waimarie tātau, kei waenganui tonu i a tātau ētahi 
pakeke e mau tonu ana i te reo me ngā tikanga o ō rātau 
mātua. Na reira he mea nui kia hopukina te reo, te hītori, 
ngā waiata, ngā korero, ngā momo mātauranga o tēnei 
whakatipuranga i te wā e taea tonu ana e tātau. Kia ahatia? Kia 
kore e ngaro pērā i te moa. Koia nei te kaupapa o Te Wānanga 
o Porou Ariki.

Kāre he ingoa i kō atu, i kō mai i tērā. No Ngāti Porou te 
reo me te mātauranga, mo Ngāti Porou, ma ngā uri a Ngāti 
Porou hoki kia ora ai ngā āhuatanga motuhake ana ki a tātau 
e whakapapa ana mai i Pōtikirua ki te Toka-a-Taiau. Kotahi te 
kaupapa o te Wānanga, te reo o Ngāti Porou hei waka kawe i 
ngā mātauranga o ō tātau tīpuna no reira ko te reo o ngā hapū 
o te kainga anake te reo e kōrerotia ana mo ngā rā e toru. 

5  Tetahi o nga roopu i Porourangi marae, e wananga ana te kaupapa o te 
reo ake o Ngati Porou.

5  Ko te wananga tuatahi o Porou Ariki i Porourangi marae, Waiomatatini. 
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Kua whakaritea kia wha ngā wānanga ia tau, tētahi i ia 
kaupeka o te tau. Kua tū kē te wānanga Raumati, te wānanga 
tuatahi ki Porourangi. Kua tū hoki te wānanga o te Ngahuru 
ki Hinerupe. A te Takurua ka tū te wānanga tuatoru ki roto o 
Uawa, te wānanga o te Kōanga ki roto o Pōneke a te wā o ngā 
‘Ngata Lectures’ .

Kotahi rau ngā tāngata i tae atu ki te wānanga tuatahi ki 
Porourangi, 74 ki te wānanga tuarua ki Hinerupe. He maha 
ngā kaupapa i kōrerorerotia, i wānangatia pērā i te hītori, 
whakapapa, ngā karakia, haka, waiata me te tini o ngā kaupapa 
e pā ana ki te reo. Kua hoki mai ētahi o tātau i Ahitereiria me 
ngā tōpito katoa o te motu. 

Kei te rekōata Te Reo Irirangi o Ngāti Porou i nga kōrero 
hei taonga ma tātau mo ake tonu atu. No reira he kawenga nui 
a ta tātau Teihana ki te pupuri i ngā kōrero kia kore e ngaro. 

Ahakoa kua timata tēnei Wānanga, he nui ngā wawata kei 
te tārewa tonu. He nui ngā kōrero, ngā āhuatanga o te reo o te 
kainga kei waenganui tonu i a tātau. Kāti, ko te mea nui, kua 
timata.  

Ko Phil Heeney te kaituhi o tenei korero. 
Na Ani Pahuru-Huriwai raua ko Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
i koha mai nga whakaahua.

kei runga 5 Ko te wananga tuarua  mo Porou Ariki ki Hinerupe. Nga 
tangata i tae mai ki te wananga me te hura pohatu whakamaumahara ki a 
Ta Apirana Ngata.

kei Waenganui 5 Ko nga uri o Porourangi e whakanuia i te pohatu 
maumahara i nga haka rongonui, Panapana me Ruaumoko.

 i Te Taha maTau4 Ka korero a Kararaina Ngatai-Melbourne ki nga uri o 
Porourangi i tae tata, i tae tawhiti mai.
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Ko nga tai aroha e whati ana ki te marae o Pakirikiri 
ki Tokomaru i tera tau, te marama o Tihema ki te Ra 
Raukurakura o nga akonga o Te Wananga o Raukawa, o Te 
Ururangi o Te Matauranga hoki, he nui, he rahi.

He ra hari, he ra koa, mo nga tini whanaunga i tae atu kia 
kite i te ekenga o nga tauira ki te taumata. He rereke tenei tau 
ki nga tau kua hipa atu ra, ina, ko te nuinga o nga tauira kua 
whiwhi a ratau tohu Tahuhu Matauranga Maori, he pakeke.

Koinei te wa tuatahi, kua whakaaetia e Te Wananga o 
Raukawa, kia puta nga tohu nei o te Tahuhu (ara, Masters) ki 
nga rohe o te motu. I timata te hikoi roa i te tau 2012 mo nga 
tauira nei. Te nuinga he pakeke, tuturu no nga marae kaenga 
no roto Ngati Porou, mai Wharekahika ki Tokomaru. Ka hui 

ratau ki nga noho marae, ki nga rohe katoa o Ngati Porou, 
i reira whakawhitiwhiti whakaaro, kohetehete, katakata ano 
hoki, mo nga kaupapa kua whakatakotoria, a, ka tuhi korero ia 
marama, kia ea era kaupapa.

Hai te tau 2013, ka timata te mahi nui rawa atu, ara, te 
tuhituhi i to ratau tuhinga roa, te waihanga whakapae, te 
rangahau, te karawarawa i nga korero, kia eke ki te taumata, 
a, kia oti pai te 40,000 kupu mo ia tuhinga roa. Ka mau ke te 
wehi!

Ka hui ano ki nga marae ia marama. Ko te mahi, ko te 
tuhituhi. Engari tika ana nga korero, “Ano nei te ataahua o te 
nohotahi o nga taina me nga tuakana.” Ka kite te ora i roto i 
nga pakeke nei. Hikaka katoa ratau i o ratau mahi, me te mea 

Whaia te iti kahurangi, ki te 
tuohu koe me he maunga teitei
Na te upoko pakaru, na te pukumahi ka eke, eke Tangaroa, eke panuku ki  

te taumata e tumanakohia e te whanau, e te hapu, e te iwi.
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hoki ka hui ia marama mo ratau tonu, kia whai oranga ano 
ratau, piki te ora, oranga ngakau, wairua ano hoki.

Mo etahi o nga pakeke, he mea hou te moe ki rō wharenui. 
“Kore rawa atu wau i moe i tetahi wharenui i mua i taku 
taenga mai ki Te Ururangi o Te Matauranga,” te kī a Tate 
Pewhairangi (Te Whanau a Ruataupare), “Engari, na ta 
matau haere ki tera o nga marae, ki tera o nga marae, mai 
i tetahi moka, ki tetahi moka o Ngati Porou, ka kite au te 
ataahua o nga whare tipuna. E kore e mutu nga mihi ki a 
ratau, me nga tumau e manaaki i a matau ‘hakoa tewhea o 
nga marae.”

Mo etahi he mea hou te patoto rorohiko. E ai ki a Rauhuia 
(Pi) Smith (Te Whanau a Ruataupare ki Tuparoa), “Ahakoa 
tauhou aua ki te mahi nei, kai reira aku hoakura hai awhina i 
a aua. Me taku mihi nui ki a Hohaia, Ani me Mrs Ku, mo ta 
ratau kaha ki te manaaki i a matau katoa. He rawe nga noho 
marae ki aua, ka whai oranga ano awau, na te nohotahi, me te 
piritahi ki a tatau tonu.” 

E ai ki a Koka Keri Kaa (Te Whanau a Takimoana , a 
Ngati Hokopu hoki ki Rangitukia) “Autaia matau katoa ki te 
whakaoti i nga mahi. Ahakoa nga piki me nga heke, kohete 
etahi wa, amuamu etahi wa, kaha matau ki te hiki i nga hoa 
ahua tomuri. Te mutunga iho, horapa te haere o nga hoiho, ko 
matau ka mahue mai! Otira, he kaupapa whakahirahira tenei, 
kia hopu i nga korero o tena o tena o nga pakeke, i roto i a 

ratau reo ake, hai puna matauranga mo nga uri whakatipu. Ko 
te pai, ahakoa na Te Wananga o Raukawa te tohu, na matau 
nga tauira te mana o nga korero, a, na matau te ki, mena ka 
puta nga korero ki te ao, ka noho tapu ranei ki a matau.” 

Ka nui te mihi ki Te Wananga o Raukawa, na ratau tenei 
taonga i homai ki a matau o Ngati Porou. He mihi ano hoki 
ki Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou na ratau te putea tautoko 
mo nga pakeke e ono. E kore e mutu nga mihi ki nga marae 
me te whare, Te Puna Manaaki a Ruataupare, e kaha nei ki te 
manaaki i nga tauira ia marama o te tau. 

Ko Ani Pahuru-Huriwai te kaituhi o tenei korero. 
Na Ani Pahuru-Huriwai i koha mai te whakaahua. 

l To r (back roW): Annette Houkamau (HPM), Grace Kemara (HPM), John 
Tumanako Kururangi (TMM), Tate Pewhairangi* (TMM), Ani Pahuru-Huriwai 
(TMM), Waiheke Hauiti (TWh), Tahito McClutchie (TMM), Hohaia Collier 
(Kaihautu), Tautohe Kupenga (TMM). 

l To r (fronT roW): Jenny Moran (PKR), Merekatene Simpson (HPM), Keri 
Kaa* (TMM), Rev.Raunikau Stainton* (TMM), Parekura Kupenga* (TMM), 
Hinetu Dell* (TMM), Samantha Wanoa (PKR), Rauhuia Smith* (TMM)

*Nga tauira i whiwhi awhina mai i TRONPnui

HPM: Heke Puna Maumahara, 
PKR: Poutuarongo Kaiwhakaako Rangakura 
TMM: Tahuhu Matauranga Maori 
TWh: Tahuhu Whakahaere 



10 Nati Link  April 2014

Contribution of Iwi radio 
recognised at awards ceremony

Te Reo was the winner on the night at the recent Iwi Radio Awards, 
and Ngati Porou was there in full force to help celebrate the vital role Iwi 

stations play in contributing to tribal language development.

The 2014 Iwi Radio Awards were held in Rotorua earlier 
this month, and our iwi station Radio Ngati Porou was 
nominated for five of the 17 awards, including Iwi Station 
of the Year, which were handed out during the glittering 
ceremony. At the end of the evening the station took home 
three awards, and also co-presented a major new award 
named in honour of the late Hon. Parekura Horomia. 

The first tohu picked up by RNP was the Whakaatatanga 
award for Best Station ID. A station ID is an advert which 
signposts and promotes the station. Chief Executive of 
Radio Ngati Porou, Erana Keelan-Reedy says the Best 
Station ID award was an acknowledgment of the investment 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou have made in Radio Ngati 
Porou to keep Ngati Porou connected.

“We are very lucky that the Nui sponsors the costs 
associated with our transmitters – that’s power, repairs 
maintenance, rentals etc and we have 7 of them from 
Potikirua ki te Toka a Taiau. Our Station IDS use Ngati 
Porou landmarks to identify the area the transmitters are in 
and promote the Nui and its role in ‘keeping Ngati Porou 
connected’. In the current debate around the new Reo Maori 
strategy iwi have been criticised for not investing in Maori 
language revival. I’m proud to say our iwi is investing in our 
language by supporting RNP and our role to promote te reo 
o Ngati Porou.”

beloW lefT 6 Chief Executive of Radio Ngati Porou, Erana Keelan-Reedy 
delivering an acceptance speech after winning the Whakaatatanga award for 
Best Station ID. To her left is the presenter of the award, National List MP and 
media professional Claudette Hauiti from Ngati Porou and Radio Ngati Porou 
Trustee, April Papuni. Photo by Mere Takoko.

beloW righT 6 The Whakaatatanga award for Best Station ID was one of 
three awards taken home by Radio Ngati Porou at the 2014 Iwi Radio Awards. 
Photo by Trudy Lewis.

She said Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Mangaheia 2D 
Incorporation and Hauiti Incorporation and Radio Ngati 
Porou sponsored the 2014 Iwi Radio Awards – which was a 
tribute to the late Hon. Parekura Horomia.

The second award presented to Radio Ngati Porou was 
the Te Ohaoha Nui ki te Hāpori award for Outstanding 
Community Contribution by an Iwi Station. This tohu 
highlighted the excellent relationship the station has with its 
communities in terms of the success of the 24hour radiothon 
it ran to raise funds for the new C Company House set to 
open in October this year.

Chief Executive of Radio Ngati Porou, Erana Keelan-
Reedy says it was a huge honour to win the award on behalf 
of everyone who gave so generously for the kaupapa.

“The generosity of our people never ceases to amaze me. 
We received $58,000 in pledges and money continued to 
come in months after the radiothon. Now the whare is almost 
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above 5 Parekura’s whanau and Te Aitanga a Hauiti during the presentation 
of the ‘Hon. Parekura Tureia Horomia Reo-a-Iwi Award’ at the 2014 Iwi 
Radio Awards. Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Hauiti 2D and Mangaheia 
Incorporations and Radio Ngati Porou sponsored the Awards which were  
held in his honour. Photo by Mere Takoko.

complete. We have had such a good relationship with the C 
Company Trust in terms of having access to their interviews 
with our papa, many of which played throughout the 24hrs.

A big thank you to Uncle Api Mahuika who asked us to 
do the radiothon and who with, Uncle Noel Raihania, Aunty 
Kate Walker and Uncle Boycie Te Maro kept vigil at the 
station during the 24hours and enjoyed the whole event”.

The third award, Pāhotanga ā-Waho, was presented to 
RNP for Best Outside Broadcast. Chief Executive of Radio 
Ngati Porou, Erana Keelan-Reedy says this award is an 
acknowledgement of the collaborative effort by RNP and Te 
Aitanga a Hauiti Centre for Excellence to radio and video 
stream the tangi.

“This broadcast was a labour of love for a man who 
supported RNP and the iwi radio network and who always 
had time for the ‘real’ people.  It was an honour to be at his 
tangi broadcasting it to the world. I mean, who else would 
broadcast a whole tangi? The feedback we got from some 
of the 69,000 people who tuned in was amazing.  People 
were sitting at their computers crying.  I don’t think I’ll 
ever witness another tangi like it in my life time and I’m so 
proud we could enable those who couldn’t make it home, to 
participate too.”

Towards the end of the evening one of the major new 
awards was presented. ‘Waipapa’, the ‘Hon. Parekura 
Horomia Reo-ā-Iwi Award’ recognises outstanding work by a 
station to promote tribal dialect. The award was sponsored by 
Ngati Porou and Te Aitanga a Hauiti.

 Moana Radio was the inaugural winner of this new tohu 
and Chief Executive of Radio Ngati Porou, Erana Keelan-
Reedy says the framed muka korowai was befitting the man 
who championed iwi radio and Maori language broadcasting.

“The concept of the korowai was given by Derek Lardelli 
– he korowai mo te reo, and every strand of the korowai was 

woven with love by Parekura’s neice Fiona Collis. So it is very 
special. It was presented by Victor Walker who did a fabulous 
speech which was topped off with a beautiful action song 
composed for Parekura. It was a great night made even better 
by our Ngati Porou MC, Te Hamua Nikora. Our humour 
permeated the whole evening. It was fun.”

The Ngati Porou and Hauiti contigent took Parekura’s kawe 
mate and the award to Te Pakira marae before the awards 
ceremony and were hosted by about sixty from Tuhourangi 
including a lot of their kuia and koroua.

Around 270 people attended the awards including a good 
number of politicians and ‘movers and shakers’.

“The awards were a great celebration of the work being 
done by our stations to promote te reo and the unique 
relationship the stations have with their people. We heard 
mita from the four winds. We heard how communities, 
whanau, hapu and iwi support their stations. We heard 
how kaimahi are really passionate about what they do. We 
heard how stations struggle on minimal funding, like Radio 
Ngati Porou, but can still produce award winning content.  
Our major sponsor E Tu Maori Reference Group is keen 
to sponsor again and I’m hoping that’s a catalyst for more 
business with departments who need to pump their messages 
through our network.

We have been lobbying for an increase to our base funding 
and we’re hoping the political ears present at the awards that 
evening will support our tono on the 15th of May when the 
Budget is announced.”
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In October last year the Runanganui partnered with 
Fulton Hogan to launch a tertiary scholarship for Ngati 
Porou pursuing a career in the Engineering profession. The 
successful applicant receives $5000 per year towards their 
course fees, up to a maximum of three years. Applications 
were sought from Ngati Porou enrolled or intending to enrol 
in a Bachelor Degree related to Engineering. 

Ngarimu Parata was selected as the inaugural recipient 
of the joint scholarship, and a formal presentation was 
made in February by Dr Apirana Mahuika, (Chairman of 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou) and  Bob Fulton (Chief 
Operating Officer for Regional Business, Fulton Hogan). 
Ngarimu is Ngati Porou descent with hapū affiliations to 
Te Aitanga a Mate, Te Whānau a Tuwhakairiora and Ngāti 
Horowai amongst many and is also a descendant of Ngāi 
Tahu. 

Shortly afterwards the twenty two year old departed 
for Christchurch to begin the first year of a Bachelor of 
Engineering Technology, majoring in Civil Engineering at 
the Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology. Part of 
the scholarship also involves summer holiday employment by 
Fulton Hogan. 

The scholarship selection panel – Andrew Harvey and 
Anita Varga from Fulton Hogan, and Teepa Wawatai and 
Meredith Ruru from TRONPnui – took into account a wide 
range of criteria which included a commitment to the field of 
engineering and to Ngati Porou. 

Panelist and Fulton Hogan’s Regional Manager for the 
East Coast, Andrew Harvey, says that Ngarimu demonstrated 
natural leadership skills, a strong work ethic and a  desire to 
contribute to the development of the region.

“One of the common goals we have identified through 

our partnership with Ngati Porou is a skilled workforce, and 
the scholarship is an outcome of this objective. Our people 
are our industry, and without good, skilled people we cannot 
build and maintain the infrastructure that we are entrusted 
with. Ngati Porou are seeking sustainable employment so it’s 
a win-win opportunity for both our organisations.”

Teepa Wawatai, Chief Executive for Te Runanganui o 
Ngati Porou says that investing in infrastructure development 
as well as people development is crucial in helping to 
transform Ngati Porou’s economy and prospects. “We need 
better roading to reduce transportation costs, better water 
storage and irrigation to improve the productivity of our 
lands, and affordable renewable energy platforms to assist our 
communities.”

“Currently Christchurch is going through a time of major 
rebuild, and there are many opportunities over the next few 
years for qualified engineers and tradespeople. In the near 
future we believe the infrastructure assets of our region will 
also be upgraded and expanded, and we need our skilled Iwi 
members to come home and contribute to this development. 
By supporting our rangatahi such as Ngarimu to upskill, we 
believe our initial investment will be recouped many times 
over.”

Ngarimu says he is very appreciative of being awarded the 
scholarship. “I would like to thank Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou and Fulton Hogan for making these opportunities 
available for young Ngati Porou people like me. I want to 
become an Engineer, because first and foremost it provides 
me with the opportunity to return home with a set of skills 
and a profession that will help me to contribute to Ngati 
Porou. I look forward to one day reciprocating all the support 
I have been given.”

Scholarship helps build 
road ahead for future 

Ngati Porou engineers
Investing in the long term infrastructure of Ngati Porou and the East 

Coast is one of the objectives shared between Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou  
and a national Civil Engineering company. An educational scholarship 

awarded recently has helped cement this relationship further, and provides 
another step towards achieving their mutual goals.  
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ngarimu paraTa is The 
recipienT of The inaugural Te 
runanganui o ngaTi porou /
fulTon hogan engineering 
scholarship 3 Dr Apirana 
Mahuika, (Chairman of Te 
Runanganui o Ngati Porou) and Bob 
Fulton (Chief Operating Officer for 
Regional Business, Fulton Hogan) 
presented Ngarimu with the 
scholarship in Gisborne, before the 
twenty two year old departed for 
Christchurch at the end of February 
to begin his studies. 

Like many young people, Ngarimu Parata’s pathway to 
finding a vocation in life has not been a clear, linear journey. 
In the following korero he talks about the road he has travelled 
to get to Engineering School, and the changes of direction 
along the way. 

While I was a student at Te Waiu and Ritāna I didn’t  
really think seriously about any career perse, let alone a 
career in engineering. All I knew was that I had enjoyed 
doing maths and physics, in fact that is all I wanted to do 
when I was at school. I knew that I could do really well in 
both, if I applied myself, which I didn’t always do. I also 
had a passion for Te Reo Rangatira, or more correctly for 
Ngāti Porou reo., which I achieved to Scholarship level in 
my last year of secondary school. 

After four years of trying out a range of jobs, mainly 
with the aim of making some money and gaining some 
work experience, I started to think more seriously about 
career pathways. I wanted to find a job which would 
enable me to come home to work and live. And to do 
something that was useful, working in a career that was 
interesting and one that I could use to test my maths and 
physics skills.

My Great-Great Grandfather, Wi Pahuru, was an 
Engineer of sorts. Although I don’t think he had the 
tickets, he did have the experience, and was involved 
in building bridges up the Coast. I also have an Uncle 
(Hirini Reedy) who is a Civil Engineer, and some cousins 
(Mikaere Ngarimu and Kopa Keelan-Reedy), both ex-Te 
Waiu students, who have completed engineering degrees. 
So you could say that engineering is in the blood, not that 
I thought about it like that then.  

When I was at school with Mikaere and Kopa I didn’t 
have the same interest in Engineering that they did. 
Back then they both knew that was what they wanted to 
do, and went straight to University to study to become 
Engineers. In recent years both of them have finished 
their degrees and I was impressed by their enthusiasm for 
engineering as a practical profession, which offers a range 
of opportunities to contribute to Ngati Porou and the 
Coast. 

 I, like them have come to appreciate engineering’s 
relevance and the practical way it can contribute to the 
development and improvement of basic amenities and 
services that make a real difference in the everyday lives  
of our people. For example affordable and sustainable 
power supply, well-maintained roads, and good quality 
water supply and safe storage. They like me, also wanted 
a career that would bring them home. A job where 
we could live and work at home, and also “play for 
Hiku”. A career in engineering provides us all with that 
opportunity.

My advice to rangatahi is make the most of all your 
primary and secondary school education opportunities, 
don’t squander them, or try to find the fastest track ie. 
choosing easy NCEA credits and just doing enough to 
pass. I also think if you have an Uncle, Aunty, cousins and 
friends that are working in an area you might like to work 
in, you should have a korero to them. Check out what 
units, papers, qualifications or work experience they did to 
get on their career path. 

The lesson that I have learned is that if I had worked 
a bit harder at school, the dividends would be paying off 
now and not in three years time. 

Pathway to a career doesn’t always take the most direct route 



AT  C A r e e r S  e x P o
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou

Nearly 4000 students, teachers, and supportive whanau 
members attended the 2014 Careers Expo held in 
Gisborne in March. And Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
were there amongst the 60 exhibitors who came to 
support rangatahi with their search for potential future 
vocations. 

The two day event attracted schools and training 
providers from the East Coast and Gisborne region, 
and the Runanganui site provided the opportunity for 
rangatahi to learn more about what the organisation 
does. They were also encouraged to think about how 
they can help contribute to Ngati Porou development 
through what ever mahi they decide to do. 

The Runanganui site was a collaborative effort 
between Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and its 
subsidiaries: Ngati Porou Seafoods Group, Pakihiroa 
Farms and Ngati Porou Hauora. Representation 
within the site also included the NZ Police, and many 
students were interested in putting their names forward 
for recruitment information. Ngati Porou Seafoods 
Group provided guidance to young people interested 
in pursuing pathways in the fisheries industry, and also 
promoted the science related aspects of this sector. 
Ngati Porou Hauora also provided a free health check to 
attendees of the site, and a young nursing graduate was 
on hand to talk to rangatahi about her profession. 

600 students filled out information surveys at the site, 
which also put them into a draw for prizes donated by 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and 2degrees. To find out 
the names of the winners please turn to page 16 of this 
issue.
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in addiTion To preSenTing CerTifiCaTeS 
To all The graduaTeS, SpeCial prizeS 
Were alSo aWarded: 

Te Toa o aTaWhai (Sponsored by Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou & JN Williams Trust): Taylor Jones

Top aTaWhai STudenT from ilminSTer inTermediaTe 
(Sponsored by Minister of Police Anne Tolley):  
Maru Kawana

Top aTaWhai STudenT from WaiKiriKiri SChool 
(Sponsored by Pakihiroa Farms): Tainui Maxwell

Top fiTneSS aWard for aTaWhai (Sponsored by NZ Fire 
Service, Gisborne Station): Billyjo Kipa

moST improved aTaWhai STudenT (Sponsored by 
Tairawhiti Police): Eritateta Ngaro

BeST volunTeer for aTaWhai (Sponsored by Ngati Porou 
Fisheries): Ernest Betham and Kayla Tane

Early morning starts up Kaiti Hill await for the next 
intake of rangatahi who will soon begin their induction 
into the world of ATAWHAI in Term 2. The eight 
week ATAWHAI programme is based on the successful 
CACTUS boot camp style courses for young people, and 
is the initiative of Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and the 
NZ Police, in collaboration with the NZ Army, Fire Service 
and community volunteers such as the Maori Wardens 
(a profile about ATAWHAI appeared in the last edition 
of Nati Link). In December 2013 thirty students from 
Ilminster Intermediate and Waikirikiri School in Gisborne 
graduated from the first intake of ATAWHAI, and to qualify 
for graduation they had to complete ‘The Longest Day’ – 
which included pulling a fire truck down the main street of 
Gisborne. 

A special dinner and ceremony was held for the first 
ATAWHAI graduates, and they were joined in their 
graduation photo by representatives from the armed 
services, local and national government and community  
including ATAWHAI Instructor Ben Green, Mayor Meng 
Foon, Minster of Police Hon. Anne Tolley, Chairman of 
TRONPnui Dr Apirana Mahuika, Gisborne Police area 
commander Inspector Sam Aberahama, ATAWHAI co-
ordinator Constable Whiti Timutumu, and Ilminster 
Intermediate Principal Peter Ferris. 

AtAw h A i
2013 Graduation
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ceo korero

Kia ora Ngati Porou. 

When I was about five years old I decided 
that when I grew up I would be an engineer 
designing and constructing highways, bridges 
and grand buildings. That desire stayed with 
me throughout my schooling. But during my 
Engineering intermediate year I had to write 
a simple programme for an IBM scientific 
computer. Overnight I turned my back on 
my long-held desire and dived into the world 
of computers. That decision eventually led 
me to a fantastic job in an amazing company 
which taught me many things and gave me 
extraordinary opportunities.

Recently I had the pleasure of helping present 
prizes to students who had participated in a 
competition that the Runanganui ran at the 
Gisborne Careers Expo. Nearly 4000 students, 
teachers, and supportive whanau members 
attended the Expo in Gisborne. Our team 
was there amongst 60 exhibitors supporting 
rangatahi with their search for future career 
options. The Runanganui site provided the 
opportunity for rangatahi to learn more about 
what we do. They were also encouraged to 
think about a greater vision, that is, how they 
can be a part of and contribute to Ngati Porou 
development through what they decide to do. 
600 students filled out information surveys at 
the site, which also put them into a draw for 
prizes donated by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
and 2degrees.  

At the presentation I wanted to impress upon 
them some simple messages that I’ve shared 
with my own children:  

•	 Whatever	you	decide	to	do	–	be	the	very	
best you can.  Be the best kindergarten 
teacher or the best scientist or the best 
journalist.  Just be the best you can. 

•	 Wherever	you	go	you	represent	yourself,	
your whanau and your iwi.

•	 You	belong	to	a	very	large	whanau	–	Ngati	
Porou whanui.  It is a large interconnected 
network that has many influential contacts. 

•	 Knowledge	and	what	you	know	is	very	
important. But who you know can be just 
as important. Never forget who you are and 
where you come from.

Teepa Wawatai
CHIEF ExECUTIVE OFFICER
TE RUNANGANUI O NGATI POROU 

above lefT 5 Ngati Porou Seafoods Group was represented at the TRONPnui Careers 
Expo site by Marc Ferris (left) and Ken Houkamau (right). Both kaimahi are providing 
scientific research as part of their work for the company. They are pictured with Campion 
College student, Emma Naden. Emma was one of the five students who won a $20 Ngati 
Porou Fisheries Voucher. The other winners were Taylor Dane Brown (Te Whare Whai Hua), 
Katana Witeri (Lytton High School) Ngawai Tai (Turanga Ararau) and Max Torrey (Te Waha 
o Rerekohu).

above righT 5 Chief Financial Officer, Allan Jensen with Toihoukura student, Catherine 
August. Catherine was the winner of the Swandri sponsored by Pakihiroa Farms.

above 5 TRONPnui CEO, Teepa Wawatai with Gisborne Girls High School student, Nikita 
Ngatai. Nikita won the Samsung Tablet sponsored by Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou and 
the 2degrees Gisborne retail store at the Careers Expo. 
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Rahui marae in Tikitiki, will host the upcoming Hui a Iwi on 
Saturday the 3rd of May. The Hui a Iwi has been called by 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, to inform and update whanau 
and hapu members about four key kaupapa currently on the 
tribal radar. The hui will also provide the opportunity for Iwi 
members to share their whakaaro, and help formulate the 
tribe’s responses to these issues. 

Radio Ngati Porou will also be there to broadcast the hui 
over the airwaves and online.

The four key kaupapa are: 

The Te Ture Whenua maori aC T 1993 revieW  
Presented by: Matanuku Mahuika (Chairman of Te Ture 
Whenua Maori Act 1993 Review Panel) 
The Hui a Iwi will discuss the findings of an expert review 
panel, who recently released their final report about Te 
Ture Whenua Maori Act 1993. Currently the government 
is drafting a new Te Ture Whenua Māori bill to reform 
the governance and management of Māori land. The new 
legislation will be based on the recommendations made in 
the report. Among the recommendations include allowing 
engaged owners to make utilisation decisions without 
needing approval by the Māori Land Court, and options for 
dealing with fragmentation.

foreShore & SeaBed updaTe
Presented by: Matanuku Mahuika (Legal Counsel for TRONPnui) 
Ten years ago the Crown passed the Foreshore and Seabed 
Act 2004, despite the Ngati Porou position that hapu have 
customary title to their respective rohe moana. After several 
years of negotiations the hapu of Ngati Porou and the Crown 
signed a deed in 2008 which was intended to provide for 
the recognition of hapu rights in the foreshore and seabed.  
Legislation was introduced to give effect to the Deed, but the 
progress of this legislation was delayed first by the review of 
the Foreshore and Seabed Act and then by the replacement 
of that Act with the Marine and Coastal Area Act 2011. 
Since the Marine and Coastal Area Act was passed, Ngati 
Porou have been in further discussions with the Crown about 

potential amendments to the 2008 Deed and the recognition 
of customary title areas. The Hui a Iwi will provide an update 
about what recent developments have been made in regard to 
this kaupapa. 

Waiapu river reSToraTion & aCCord 
Presented by: Teepa Wawatai (TRONPnui CEO) 
The health and well-being of the Waiapu, is important to Ngati 
Porou, and is one of the issues Ngati Porou negotiated with the 
Crown as part of our Treaty Settlement. On the 23rd of April 
an Accord (agreement) between Ngati Porou and the Crown 
was signed, and one of the outcomes of the Accord is the 
Waiapu River Restoration project. The Hui a Iwi will provide 
the opportunity to find out more about this project and the 
proposed solutions to improve the condition of our awa. 

hauora & ngaTi porou hauora revieW 
Presented by: Lois McCarthy, Agnes Walker & Georgina Parata 
(Ngati Porou Hauora) 
The Hui a Iwi will provide the opportunity for Hapu 
community Hauora strategies to be shared and discussed. 
These include what local programmes and activities are 
happening within each region, and suggestions about how 
hapu can establish a stronger working relationship with Ngati 
Porou Hauora. There will also be an update about the NPH 
review currently underway. 

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou welcomes everyone to come 
along to become more informed, and to share your views 
about these important kaupapa. 

Toitu te whenua, Toitu te tangata

In many respects the state of our environment – our whenua, moana and 
awa, is central to the prosperity and welfare of our people. A hui to be held 
early next month, will provide the opportunity to discuss the relationship 

we have towards our environment, as well as our own well-being.  

for more informaTion pleaSe ConTaC T: 

Lena Lyttle, Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Ruatoria 
Office, 06 8649 004 or call free 0800 833 502. 

Val Lewis, Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou, Gisborne 
Office,  06 867 9960 or call free 0800 676 768. 



THe NATI  
CoNNeCTIoN

NATI STATS
On Census night, March 3rd  
2013, 71, 049 people in New 
Zealand identified themselves as 
having Ngati Porou whakapapa.

Where do we live?*

Auckland –13,161 
Gisborne/East Coast – 11,985 
Wellington – 11,133 
Waikato – 7,152 
Bay of Plenty – 6,981 
Hawkes Bay – 5,457 
Manawatu/Wanganui – 4, 518 
Canterbury – 4,119 
Northland – 1,803 
Otago – 1,365

*By Regional Council Area, Census 2013

Coming soon 4 www.ngatiporou.com
Relaunched. Refreshed. Reloaded.

London. Paris. Rangitukia. Hillcrest. Anywhere you go, you will be sure to find 
a Nati. We can be found living in one of the major metropolitan cities in the 
world. We can be found at home on the Coast continuing to keep the home 
fires burning. We can also be found residing in one of many suburbs, cities and 
small towns throughout the country. 

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou are organising a series of nation wide hui 
in 2014, to meet “kanohi ki te kanohi” with Ngati Porou living outside the 
wa kainga. The “Nati Connect” hui provides a forum for Ngati Porou to 
communicate to the Runanganui what are the key kaupapa they care most 
about. The hui also provides the opportunity for the Runanganui to update 
Ngati Porou about the activities the organisation has been undertaking on 
behalf of the Iwi, post- settlement. 

The first two hui will be held in Hamilton on Monday the 28th of April, 
and in Auckland on Tuesday the 29th of April. Future hui will be held in 
Palmerston North and Wellington in June, and in Dunedin and Christchurch in 
August. 

If you are interested in finding  out more about what the Runanganui does, 
or want to share your whakaaro, please come along to one of the upcoming hui, 
and get connected.

Earlier this year a Ngati Porou Events Calendar was produced and distributed through our networks, 
and as a special lift out in the Gisborne Herald. The calendar highlights key events of interest to Ngati 
Porou over 2014, including the Pa Wars, Ngata Memorial Lectures and Hikurangi Dawn Ceremony. 

The Calendar also includes events which involve the wider East Coast/Gisborne community such as 
the regional kapa haka competitions, and identifies when and where Ngati Porou East Coast will be 
playing during the Heartland Rugby season later this year. 

Copies of the Ngati Porou Events calendar are available from the website www.ngatiporou.com.  
A Marae & Community Funding Calendar produced by the Runanganui is also available to download. 

The upcoming Ngati Porou East Coast Rugby match against Poverty Bay during Queens Birthday Weekend (Saturday 31st May), 
is one of the many events highlighted in the Calendar. For the latest NPEC news go to their website www.npec.co.nz.

N g AT I P o ro u e v e N TS C A L e N dA r  



LoNdoN 
PArIS 
rANgITuKIA 
HILLCreST 

KIrIKIrIroA (HAMILToN) HuI:  
MoNdAY 28th APrIL, 2014
Te Wa (Time): 6pm to 8.45pm   

Te Wahi (venue): Rūnanga Room,  
School of Māori and Pacific Development  
University of Waikato, Gate 8 
Hillcrest Road  
HAMILTON 

TAMAKI MAKAurAu (AuCKLANd) 
HuI: TueSdAY 29th APrIL, 2014
Te Wa (Time): 6pm to 8.45pm  

Te Wahi (venue): Te Mahurehure Marae 
73 Premiere Avenue,  
Point Chevalier 
AUCKLAND 

 

Ngati Porou are a diverse and 
dynamic people. over  90,000 
of us are living on the Coast, 
around the motu, and in almost 
every segment of the globe. 

Together as an Iwi we share 
common goals and aspirations, 
ideas and moemoea. 

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
would like to find out what 
kaupapa are important to you as 
Natis. We also would like to share 
with you korero about the mahi 
we have been doing on the home 
front, and on the national scene on 
behalf of Ngati Porou everywhere. 

Come along to one of our 
nation-wide update hui and  
get connected. 

For more info about  
NATI Connect visit our website 
www.ngatiporou.com or contact: 

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
Jasmine Kaa  
Ph: 06 867 9960 
Email: jkaa@tronp.org.nz

For more info about the Auckland Hui contact:

Barry Soutar, Phone: 021 45 98 54 
Email: barry.soutar@piata.co.nz

For more info about the Hamilton Hui contact:

Linda Smith, Phone: (07) 858 5115  
Email: tuhiwai@waikato.ac.nz

NATI CoNNeCT HuI 2014: 

Kirikiriroa (Hamilton) – 28 April 

Tamaki Makaurau (Auckland) – 29 April 

Te Papaioea (Palmerston North) and 
Poneke (Wellington) – June 

Otepoti (Dunedin) and Otautahi 
(Christchurch) – August

Coming soon 4 www.ngatiporou.com
Relaunched. Refreshed. Reloaded.



H u I  A  TAu

The 2013 Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou Hui a Tau (Annual General 
Meeting) was held at Hinemaurea 
marae in Wharekahika (Hicks Bay) last 
November. 

The hui was well attended, with over 
200 participants  filling the wharenui, 
Tuwhakairiora, and sitting under 
the marque provided outside for the 
overflow. Presentations were made 
by the governance and operational 
divisions of Te Runanganui o Ngati 
Porou, including the cultural and 
commercial arms of the organisation: 
Toitu Ngati Porou and Ngati Porou 
Holding Company. 

The 2013 Annual report including 
financial statements were also 
presented. A copy of the latest Annual 
report can be downloaded from  
www.ngati porou.com.

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou
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2014 N G AT I  P O R O u 
I N T E R - MA R A E 

S P O R T S  F E S T I VA L

Wars
This year’s event was once again 
hosted by Te Whanau a Ruataupare in 
Tokomaru Bay. Thousands of people, 
each representing their chosen marae, 
took part in the many activities on 
offer. Three new events made their 
debut at Pa Wars: Ukelele, Nati Haka 
and Nati Duathlon. 

Hometown favourites Waiparapara 
marae took first place overall at the 
end of the day, and Te Horo marae 
were crowned this year’s Tug o War 
champions. 

The 2015 Pa Wars will be held in 
Ruatoria, and will also be the 20th 
Anniversary of the popular Ngati 
Porou event.



O Hine Waiapu
Mai i te 20 ki te 26 o nga ra o Hanuere i uhia he peita ki runga i nga whare 
o te marae o O Hine Waiapu. Ko te patai, “Ko wai ra era e peita ana?”. Ko te 
whakahoki, “Ko te whanau a Katarina Te Heikoko Mataira. Ko ta ratau koha 
tera ki te marae.”

Ko etahi o ratau i tae moata mai engari i hoki moata atu ki a ratau mahi. Tau 
ana ratau ka timata nga mahi. Tuatahi, ko te horoi i waho o nga whare, mai i 
runga ki raro. Katahi ka peita. Ia ra ka oho moata ratau, a, na te pouri o waho 
ka mutu ta ratau mahi. I te peita katoa ratau mai i nga tangata pakeke ki nga 
tai tama wahine, tai tama tane. 

He mihi tino nui tenei ki te whanau a Katarina Te Heikoko Mataira, i 
kaingakau ki te whakapau i o ratau ra hararei ki te whakapai i te marae. 

He korero whakamutunga, a tera tau 2015 ka huraina te pohatu o Katarina 
Te Heikoko Mataira. 

Moe mai ra e kui! 

opposiTe page4Na nga mokopuna a Junior raua ko Katerina Mataira nga whakaahua nei.  
Anei nga korero mo nga pikitia. 

1. “Ahakoa he iti, ka peitatia” – Neria Mataira & Winiata Whare (Katarina Mataira in background).

2. “Mau moko, mau paraehe peita” – Neria Mataira.

3. “Hoki mai i Afghanistan ki te peita marae” – Hone Mataira & Dean Haggie.

4. “He kaipeita, he tumau hoki” – Katarina Mataira with mokopuna Maiea Mauriohooho & nieces 
Neria & Erana Brewerton. 

5. “Hakari ana nga kaiarahi o te mahi, ratau ko nga pakeke Junior Mataira, Porua Green, Jossie Kaa, 
Willie Kaa.” – Junior Mataira, Neil Brewerton,  Porua Green, Erana Brewerton, Jossie Kaa, Willie Kaa.

6. “Kua oti te mahi, ka huri te kei o te waka ki Waikato” – Dean Haggie, Te Aumihi Haggie, Erana Paku 
Brewerton, Erana Brewerton, Neil Brewerton, Neria Brewerton, Maiea Mauriohooho.

5 Ko Porua Green te kaituhi o tenei korero.

5 O Hine Waiapu Marae, Rangitukia.

Te pou tohutohu, te pou powhiri.



1

2 3

4

5 6



24 Nati Link  April 2014

 A new series of contemporary Māori portraits by Sofia 
Minson uses Western figurative painting to celebrate the 
mana and diversity of the modern face of Māori. “We’re 
creating positive images of our people to share with each 
other and with the wider world for hopefully centuries to 
come” says the artist.  

For 10 years Minson’s bold portrait and mythological 
landscape paintings have been exhibited and collected in the 
USA, Europe and throughout New Zealand. The 29-year-old 
Auckland-based painter has won three national art awards 
including the Molly Morpeth Canaday Art Award in 2005 
and is a four-time finalist in the Adam Portraiture Awards. 

One of her aims is to help revive the art of Māori portrait 
painting, which has arguably been in limbo since the likes of 
Goldie and Lindauer. While she is inspired by their works, 
she says her portraits “are far from Goldie’s recordings of a 
vanishing race” and are intended to fill an important niche 
for her generation. “Nowadays we find that it is not so easy to 
define who or what is Māori,” says the artist of mixed Ngāti 
Porou, Swedish, English and Irish heritage. “But one thing’s 
for sure, our culture is alive and continues to evolve.” 

Having spent much of her childhood in Samoa, Sri Lanka 
and China, on returning to New Zealand as a teenager, 
painting enabled Minson to further explore the variety of 
cultures and faiths she lived amongst overseas as well as 
reconnect with her homeland and her mixed Māori and 
European roots.

“I enjoy collaborating with other artists and can’t wait to 
collaborate with the public on this new series of portraits,” 
says Minson, who has been featured in documentaries such as 
Canvassing The Treaty in 2010, which followed six artists as 
they deepened their knowledge about the Treaty of Waitangi 

and created cross-cultural collaborative artworks together at 
Te Tii marae. She has also been commissioned to do large-
scale public artworks, in February 2014 painting an enormous 
portrait of musician Tiki Taane on a 40ft shipping container 
on Queen’s Wharf in downtown Auckland. 

Minson is particularly keen to hear from those who 
have Ta Moko Kanohi and/or Moko Kauae – visually 
striking expressions of a person’s inner connection to their 
heritage. She asks “if you would like to help make a positive 
contribution to our people by sitting for a portrait, or know 
someone who might, please email me at Sofia@SofiaMinson.
com, I’d love to hear from you!”

Sitters will receive a complimentary, signed, limited edition 
print of the finished painting for their whanau. The artist will 
meet with the sitter first and get to know their story, then she 
will briefly photograph them.

Sofia Minson is the artist behind this month’s cover image, “Ko Waiapu Te 
Awa”, a creative representation of our sacred river. Sofia is of Ngati Porou 

descent through her tipuna May Hermanson (grandmother) and great-
grandmother Matire Te Horowai from Waipiro Bay. Sofia is developing a 

new series of art works and needs your help to make it a reality.

Nati Artist seeks men and 
women with facial Moko for 

new portrait series

Sofia minSon ConTaC TS: 
Web www.NewZealandArtwork.com 
Facebook www.Facebook.com/SofiaMinsonArtist
Email Sofia@SofiaMinson.com

opposiTe page4
Top Sofia Minson with her painting, The Other Sister which is part of an 
ongoing Contemporary Maori Portrait Series. Sofia is interested in painting 
creative and inspiring Maori who are helping to evolve today’s culture 
through their own artforms or roles in society. The portrait subject actually is 
Sofia’s sister, Tess. Both siblings share Ngati Porou, Swedish, English and Irish 
ancestry.

beloW lefT Tame Iti by Sofia Minson. 

beloW righT Turumakina by Sofia Minson. 





“Taka ki Ro Wai by Keri Kaa and Martin D Page has set the 
bar exceedingly high for this new award. This book is a delight, 
and children and adults alike will respond to the Māori-centric 
story told in te reo rangatira.”  
Maraea Rakuraku - Te Reo Māori language advisor, writer and broadcaster

for local stockists, news, & to like:

facebook.com/takakirowai

for information & to order contact us on:
books@taniaandmartin.com

preview online at 

taniaandmartin.com



TAKA KI RO WAI has been awarded 

the first ever MĀORI LANGUAGE 

AWARD in the prestigious NZ Post 

Book Awards for Children and 

Young Adults 2014. 

Author Keri Kaa, illustrator and designer Martin 
D Page, and first-time publishers Tania&Martin are 
celebrating their success by packing books to send to 
book shops keen to carry finalists titles. “It was really 
the best way to get widespread marketing of TAKA KI 
RO WAI out there.” says publisher and behind-the-
scenes support person Tania Short. “We had to go door 
to door to get them to take a look at it, and even if they 
liked it, they didn’t think they would be able to sell it 
very easily. So a win like this is the best way to clear the 
boxes out of our office… we’re really pleased about the 
coverage this win gives us.”

Te reo is author Keri Kaa’s first language and it has long 
been her dream to use the local dialect of the Waiapu 
in her creative writing for publication. The use of the 
local Rangitukia dialect, particularly the humour that 
the river mouth town is famous for, is a feature of the 
book.

Publishing TAKA KI RO WAI in te reo Maori without 
a companion English version was not the intention at 
the outset of the project. However, the opinion of both 
the author and the publisher is that if the book were 
released in English first, or even at the same time, the 
focus on te reo Maori would not have been the same. 

Maori language schools are in great need of resources 
in te reo Maori. The aim is to get this book into the 
schools and to give teachers out there quality resources 
for passing on the language.

taniaandmartin.com
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He is recognized as an exponent of Kapa Haka and has 
judged the quality of this art form at regional, national and 
international kapa haka competitions for the past 11 years. 
A recognized tribal composer; Robert has also judged the Te 
Rangitāwaea Festival’s ‘Nati Awards’ for Best Original Music 
Compositions, and the recently revived ‘Ngā Manu Waiata’ 
competition that promotes the development of Ngāti Porou 
composers and future recording artists. He has also been a 
judge for the prestigious APRA Silver Scrolls Maioha Award. 

On the 28th of March 2014, Rob released his debut EP. The 
name of the EP is Tiki Tapu (the sacred tā-moko implement). 
It marks a period of time from when the last recorded male 
ancestors of his family wore facial moko (in the 1800’s) to 
the present. This sets the time-line for which the concepts 
of the compositions, including the liberation of cultural 
expressions of identity, aroha, kotahitanga, spiritual belief 
systems and leadership solidarity, are rooted. Moko; a symbol 

of permanence and a commitment to making a particular way 
of life enduring – Tiki Tapu EP asks us to hold fast to our 
Māoritanga in the face of immense societal changes.

“Naturally, Te Reo Māori features greatly in this work 
to reflect my mother tongue, evoking the innate rise and 
fall of the tones most familiar to me. I have also begun to 
venture into bi-lingual compositions. It’s a considered fusion, 
capturing a natural synergy between the two languages – a 
practice modelled to me by the late Tuini Ngawai: the 
epitome of composition prowess within my Iwi territory.” 
Each instrument, key stroke, percussion stab and musical 
arrangement has been intentionally crafted to sculpt musical 
themes that accent the layers of narratives surrounding the 
concepts within each track of the Tiki Tapu EP.

Rob’s first single off the new EP, Pōnga rā, was previously 
released on Waitangi Day, and the bi-lingual track is a 
popular request on Iwi radio. 

CoNTeMPorArY NeW WAIATA 
makes debut on the music scene

Robert Ruha (Te Whanau a Apanui/Ngati Porou) has been composing 
waiata since he was 12 years old. Many of those waiata have been 
performed by kapa haka teams all over Aotearoa (New Zealand) 

and abroad. As a performer, he has contributed to the realm of Māori 
Performing Arts since he was a child. 

Where To find iT  Tiki Tapu  
is available to purchase 
through iTunes, Amplifier.
co.nz, Google Play and Spotify.

folloW roB  on twitter  
https://twitter.com/RobRuha  
or ‘like’ his facebook page. 
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The pa BoyS
The Director’s Commentary

Himiona Grace is the writer/director of The Pa Boys and has whakapapa connections 
to many of the locations where the film is set. Tuparoa, is one of the Ngati Porou 
communities which plays a prominent role in the film, and is also where his father, 
the late Kerehi Waiariki Grace hails from. The movie also has other Nati connections 
through the cast and crew, including one of the lead actresses of the film, Roimata Fox. 

In this issue of Nati Link Himiona shares with readers the process of making the 
movie, and why he was inspired to do so. For this korero Himiona has selected some 
“behind the scenes” photos and provided a director’s commentary about each image. 

Photographs by Himiona Grace and Miriama Grace-Smith.

The Pa Boys is a new film about a trio of Wellington based reggae musicians, 
playing the pub and club circuit of small town New Zealand. This is not your 
typical road movie however, about the mischievous escapades of a band on 

tour. Instead The Pa Boys takes the viewer on an emotional journey, including 
a crucial turning point in the story which takes place on Mount Hikurangi.

pa boy 5 Himiona Grace.
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CaST, CreW and loCalS aT umuariKi 5
I told producer Ainsley Gardiner that I wanted to shoot the 
film at Tup but that it was isolated, had no power and no cell 
phone signal. And if it rained, we’re stuck. But when I took 
her out there she was blown away and said this is ‘perfect’.

Film crews are hardy people but still I wondered how they 
would cope with the winter weather, no electricity, sleeping 
with all the farting and snoring in the whare for 12 days. 
Some mornings we were up at 4 to catch the sunrise and 
going to bed at midnight to repeat it again the next day. But 
everyday someone came up to me and said ‘thank you for 
bringing us here.’  They loved it! The whanau at Umuariki 
really looked after us and living in such close quarters created 
an amazing bond between actors, crew and the locals.

fran Kora haS a reST aT pi SmiTh’S 
BaCh, Tuparoa 5
Some years ago I talked to our whanaunga Pi Smith 
about possibly shooting the film at Tuparoa. She said we 
could use her bach for the film or stay there if we needed 
accommodation. I took Rewa our cameraman out to 
check and he couldn’t believe how amazing her place is. It 
was exactly what we wanted for the film. And the view is 
breathtaking.

nga pou on mT hiKurangi 5
We were really lucky to be allowed to film on top of 
Hikurangi. I knew we’d only had one chance at it and we 
decided on the day when to go. We left late in the afternoon 
and arrived on the summit in the dark. Tui our lovely guide 
told us ‘whatever you you do, stick together, don’t split up!’ 
So what did these Maoris do? We all headed off in different 
directions.

The maunga is breathtaking. Our sound man said it was 
‘the quietest place on Earth’. The dawn was perfect and we 
shot our scenes before the sun rose.

It is one of the most amazing experiences I’ve ever had.

ruaTaupare aT Tuparoa 5
When I wrote The Pa Boys I set the main part of the film 
at Tuparoa. The land and people inspired a huge part of 
the story and I couldn’t really set it anywhere else. My 
father Kerehi Waiariki Grace was born and breed there. 
And although we grew up at my mothers pa (Ngati Toa, 
Te Atiawa) we were also staunchly Ngati Porou. We spent 
our summer holidays camping there or staying at our 
grandparents place on the hill.

I love it every time I go there, driving through the creeks, 
the deep green, blue sea and as the backdrop to the grey 
stones and beach. 
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ShooTing a SCene aT uaWa puB 3
Uawa pub was a blast. When we arrived they were cooking 
a pig on a spit. I knew right then it was the right choice to 
come here. For all the pub scenes I wanted to use real locals 
because this film had to be real. But I wasn’t sure if any 
locals would be keen. You know, city folk, film crew turning 
up in your town. And they’re closing the pub down for the 
night! But a lot of locals did turn up. Some just came down 
to see what was going on. At first we were serving ginger 
ale to the extras. But filming can get real hoha, especially all 
the standing round, the ‘cut’ and ‘do it again’. So we started 
serving beer. And that worked really well. 

Tolaga Bay Inn and people really looked after us. I can’t 
thank everyone enough for the amazing manaakitanga. 

The pa BoyS SCreening aT uaWa 5
But everywhere we went on the Coast it was the same. Uawa, 
Tokomaru Bay, Tuparoa, Te Puia Hospital, people really 
looked after us during the shoot. And just before we released 
the film in to the cinemas we returned to the Coast to thank 
the hau kaenga for their hospitality. We had screenings at 
Mangahanea marae, Tolaga Bay Inn and the official World 
premiere at Te Poho o Rawiri marae in Gisborne.

I’ve always been proud of our Ngati Porou roots. Now I 
can’t describe in words what this means to me.

He mihi tino nui ki a koutou te whanau.



8 New website coming soon! 7

T e  r u N A N g A N u I  o  N g AT I  P o r o u  Co N TAC T S

GiSBORNE
Te Toka a Taiau (Shed 3)  
50 Esplanade 
PO Box 394 

Phone: 06 867 9960 or  
0800 676768  
(Main line for all Gisborne offices) 

Fax: 06 868 9300 
Email: info@tronp.org.nz

RUAtORiA

1 Barry Avenue 
PO Box 226

Phone: 06 8649 004 or  
0800 833 502 
Fax: 06 8649 008 
Email: info@tronp.org.nz www.ngatiporou.com

naTi life  Home town favourites Waiparapara marae were the champions of the 
2014 Ngati Porou Inter-marae Sports Festival (aka Pa Wars). They were also the 
winners of a new Pa Wars event – Ukelele. Christchurch based Stewart Kaa (who 
represented O Hine Waiapu marae this year) took this image of the Waiparapara 
Ukelele team wowing the crowds over with their melodic harmonies.


