
MAORI AND PASIFIKA  
TRADES TRAINING PROGRAMME



MIHI FROM THE  
TE TOKA CONSORTIUM
Tena koutou nga manuhiri kua tae mai nei ki  
Te Toka a Taiau i te ra nei. Nau mai, haere mai. Ko te “Toka a 
Taiau” te rohenga o Ngati Porou ki te tonga. Nau mai hoki nei 
o tatau karangatanga o te moana nui a kiwa, ma o tatau mahi 
tahi, ka pakari te kaupapa e whaia nei e tatau, mo a tatau 
tamariki, mokopuna. Me mihi ano hoki ki te wharewananga o 
Lincoln, me  Eastern Institute of Technology, o matau hoa haere 
i roto i te kaupapa nei.



MESSAGE FROM OUR
CONSORTIUM 
Tena tatou katoa, nau mai haramai, welcome to the Te Toka Maori and Pasifika Trades Training 
Programme, which has successfully operated since 2014. 

In that inaugural year, there was a total of 87 students enrolled and since then we have seen a steady 
increase in student enrolments each successive year. In 2018 there were 207 students, the highest 
number yet, indicative of a programme with a good reputation for success. Many of the students have 
successfully entered into apprenticeships and employment in the respective fields they studied on the 
Te Toka programme.

 In 2019, 220 places are available for students 16 – 40 years of age, of Maori and Pasifika desent, 
across a wide range of subjects. The Te Toka programme is the catalyst to build a strong foundation 
for your future career and invariably build stronger whanau, hapu, iwi and society in general. 

We would  like to take this opportunity to thank you all for joining the Te Toka programme and may your 
current and future endeavours find success.

Nga mihi,

Jan Mogford 
Tairawhiti Campus Director 
EIT Tairawhiti  

Herewini Te Koha 
Chief Executive 
Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou  

Dione Payne  
Assistant Vice Chancellor, 
Maori and Pacifika  
Lincoln University





PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

The programme will be delivered in the Wairoa, 
Gisborne, and East Coast region and will focus on the 
following trade disciplines. 

• Agriculture - 
Farming

• Agriculture –  
Livestock Farming

• Agriculture –  
Vehicles, Machinery  
&Infrastructure

• Primary Industry  
Skills

• Horticulture

• Apiculture

• Forestry

• Commercial Road  
Transport

• Automotive  
Engineering

• Mechanical  
Engineering

• Lincoln University Scholarship available - 
$5000 for a degree level agricultural course.

Te Toka Trades Training Programme will meet 
Maori and Pasifika needs by:

• Pastoral/wrap-around care, work life skills 
kaupapa learning, and transition to employment 
focus.

Te Toka Trades Training Programme will support 
you by providing:

• A Maori and Pasfika Trades Training Scholarship 
to cover programme fees.

• An individualised education plan.

• Preparation for employment.

• Engagement with industry and employers to 
create employment pathways.

• Academic and Pastoral care support.

• Support with driver licensing, tools, protective 
equipment.

Te Toka programme expectations  of Trainees 

• Have pride and respect for yourself and your 
work.

• Be an effective and positive contributor to 
the Te Toka whanau, including embracing 
whanaungatanga and manaakitanga.

• Commit to Te Toka related programmes, 
including attendance at regular wananga.

• Building, 
Construction  
& Allied Trades

• Carpentry/
Construction Trade 
Skills

• Foundation Skills

• Study & Career 
Preparation

• Health & Wellbeing

• Bakery

• Cookery

• Food & Beverage

• Tourism

The trade focus will be extended in the future  meet 
the needs of the Gisborne and East Coast region.

Programme Objectives

• Deliver high quality trades and primary industry 
education.

• Pathways to higher learning, including degree 
level study.



THE STORY  
BEHIND THE  

TE TOKA LOGO 

Te Toka

Te Toka literally means “the 
rock”, and symbolises the strong 
foundation the trainees will 
stand confidently and build their 
futures upon.

Te Toka also represents 
important geographical 
landmarks of Te Tairawhiti, the 
region where the students will 
live, work and study. One of 
these landmarks is Te Toka a 
Taiau, which was located at the 
mouth of the Turanga nui a Kiwa 
river in Gisborne. Te Toka a Taiau 
was  a boundary marker of major 
significance to both the Ngati 
Porou and Turanga nui a Kiwa 
tribes, and played a historic role 
in the region. 

Te Toka also represents Te Toka 
Tapu, a name which the sacred 
mountain Hikurangi is also 
referred to. Hikurangi is of great 
importance to the Ngati Porou 
people. Not only is the summit 
of the maunga the first place in 
the world to see the sun, Ngati 
Porou also believe this is where 
Maui’s waka, Nukutaimemeha, 
finally rested after he fished up 
Te Ika a Maui (the North island).



Te Tangata 

The central figure or tangata 
(person) symbolises the young 
male and female Te Toka trainees, 
as they embark upon their journey 
towards new life and career 
opportunities. 

The steadfast stance adopted 
by the tangata represents the 
students’ determination to 
complete their studies, and 
overcome challenges that 
may come across their way 
in achieving their goals. The 
tangata’s  legs are designed 
in the shape of a koru pattern, 
which can be interpreted to 
have many meanings. Among 
these are: new life, growth and 
strength; perpetual forward 
movement; the continuous 
gathering of knowledge. 

The tangata also embodies 
the characteristics of Maui – a 
legendary icon and hero in both 
Maori and Pacific Island cultures. 
Maui was an innovative leader 
and creative solution finder, 
who right from the time of his 
birth, overcame many challenges 
in life. He  constantly defied 
conventional thinking to set 
his own path, and provides an 
inspiration to each generation 
of youth who are trying to forge 
their own direction. 

Te Toki  

The implement the tangata is 
holding is a toki (or adze tool). 

The toki represents the new 
tools, skills or qualifications 
acquired by the Te Toka 
students over the course 
of their training, and future 
employment. The manner in 
which the toki is held lifted 
above the tangata’s head 
represents an urgent  “call to 
action”. Young people are being  
called to take up present 
educational opportunities 
to help propel them into the 
future. Iwi, community and 
businesses are also being 
called upon to support and lift 
the aspirations of the next 
generation of leaders.  

Te Waitohu 

Te waitohu or brand of  
Te Toka is designed in the 
style of the Sports Teams 
emblems, and  represents the 
collective team and whanau 
approach of the Te Toka 
programme. 

Everyone involved in Te Toka 
– the trainees, the course 
tutors, the consortium 
members and the business 
community are all on the 
same team striving to 
achieve the same goals and 
objectives. Each member of 
“Team Toka” has a valuable 
role to play,  by bringing to 
the team their unique skills 
and abilities, professional 
work ethic, respect for others 
and positive attitude. 

Just like on the sports field 
one player cannot win the 
game by themselves. But 
together  as members of 
Team Toka we can build a 
better future for our whanau, 
for our community and for our 
nation. 



CONTACT
INFORMATION

Hepa Akuhata-Brown
TE TOKA OFFICER OF IWI AND INDUSTRY 
RELATIONSHIPS

Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou 
Te Tini o Porou,  
M: 021 613 451 
E: hakuhata-brown@tronp.org.nz

Phillipa Harrison
EIT STUDENT ADVISOR

EIT Tairawhiti  
M: 027 317 9075 
E: pharrison@eit.ac.nz

Tuterangi Nepe-Apatu
EIT STUDENT ADVISOR

EIT Tairawhiti  
M: 021 0237 4810 
E: tnepe-apatu@eit.ac.nz

Basil Morgan
EIT STUDENT ADVISOR  

EIT Tairawhiti  
P: 06-869 0810 ext: 7752 
E: bmorgan@eit.ac.nz 

Luke Fox
EIT STUDENT ADVISOR

EIT Tairawhiti  
M: 022 601975 
E: lfox@eit.ac.nz

Whanau Oranga is Te Runanganui o Ngati Porou’s social services group.                                 

Whanau  Oranga is focused on lifting the quality of life and the socio-cultural 
status of our community, with the ultimate goal of good health, housing and 
jobs. Te Toka students have access to these services also which include:                                                      

Whanau  Oranga have staff based in Ruatoria and Kaiti, Gisborne. We can put you in touch 
with a wide range of social services to help yourself, your whanau or someone you care about.  
To find out more about any of the services above, whakapa mai.

WHANAU ORANGA

Counselling & Whanau Support  - Krystal Garret, 021 867 054, kgarrett@tronp.org.nz

Housing & Support - Heather Ratahi, 022 351 6035, hratahi@tronp.org.nz

Parenting Support - RIna Elers, 021 874 296, relers@tronp.org.nz

Budgeting - Diana Ming, 021 867 536, dming@tronp.org.nz

Gymnasium - Amoe Tarsau, 021 807 868, atarsau@tronp.org.nz

Te Tini o Porou, Cnr Tyndal & Huxley rd, Kaiti, Gisborne
T: 06 867 9960 | E: wo@tronp.org.nz | www,ngatiporou.com

Kiri Dickinson
EIT STUDENT ADVISOR

EIT Tairawhiti  
P: 06-869 0810 ext: 7888 
E:  kdickinson@eit.ac.nz


